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Energy Efficiency in Low-Income Communities 



 

  

Energy Efficiency 

 Reduce Carbon Emissions by 50 percent 
by 2050 

 2.5 Trillion Metric Tons of Carbon 
Emissions 



 

 
 

ACS and RECS Agree on Homeownership Rates 
in Each Income Bracket 

Income 
Range ACS RECS 

Range 1 Less than 
$20,000 

Less than 
$20,000 

Range 2 $20,000 to 
$34,999 

$20,000 to 
$39,999 

Range 3 $35,000 to 
$49,999 

$40,000 to 
$59,999 

Range 4 $50,000 to 
$74,999 

$60,000 to 
$79,999 

Range 5 $75,000 to 
$99,999 

$80,000 to 
$99,999 

Range 6 $100,000 to 
$149,999 

$100,000 to 
$139,999 

Range 7 $150,000 or 
more 

$140,000 or 
more 

• In almost all income brackets, more than half of households are owner-occupied 
• As income increases, percentage of households that are owner-occupied increases 



   

 
    

 
 

  
 

  
  

   

Low-Income EE Spending Can 
Result in Significant Savings 

• DOE Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy estimates EE 
upgrades in low-income homes could 
reduce their electricity consumption by 13 
to 31% 

• NREL estimated EE upgrades in low-
income single-family detached homes 
could save 
• $13 billion annually for households 

earning less than 80% of the local AMI 
• $16.7 billion annually for households 

earning less than 200% of the FPL 
Significant savings potential in most 
states, especially southern ones 

https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/01/f58/WIP-Energy-Burden_final.pdf
https://www.osti.gov/pages/servlets/purl/1512672
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/01/f58/WIP-Energy-Burden_final.pdf
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