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BC Climate Action in Context



Provincial GHG Targets



CleanBC Plan – Pathway to 2030



CleanBC Plan – Sector Reductions
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Five streams of market transformation:

1) Research, development and demonstration of BC-made 
low carbon building solutions

2) Energy information tools to help British Columbians identify retrofit 
opportunities and inform investment decisions

3) Financial incentives to drive adoption of low carbon heating systems and 
energy efficiency improvements

4) Industry training to ensure market readiness 
5) Progressively more stringent energy efficiency codes and standards

Clean Buildings Strategy



Clean Buildings Strategy - MT



Clean Buildings Strategy - Goals



Building Innovation Fund

– Funding for projects that advance innovation in building designs, construction 
practices, systems, materials and products.

– Focus on projects that reduce emissions from building operations and/or have low 
embodied carbon, have potential to scale and be cost competitive.

– Funding streams for research, commercialization & demonstration projects
– Example projects:

• Prefabricated Passive House building assemblies for northern climate
• Deep carbon retrofit demonstration in social housing
• Retrofit decision assistance tool for commercial building owners
• High performance HRV manufacturing facility
• Mass timber robotic finishing line
• Reclaimed lumber facility expansion
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Programs

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/electricity-alternative-energy/energy-efficiency-conservation/programs/cleanbc-building-innovation-fund


Better Homes – Energy Coach and Decision Assistance Platform
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Better Homes Program

• Rebates for clean fuel-switching and 
energy efficiency in fossil-fuel 
heated homes

• Integrated with utility and local 
government offers 

• Accessible through single website 
and application at BetterHomesBC

• Served by the BC Energy Coach
• Enhanced incentives and supports 

for Indigenous communities and 
income-qualified participants
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Program Impacts
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Program Registered Contractors

• Developing best practice installation 
training & certification for retrofit 
trades 

• Building a network of qualified 
retrofit contractors

• Searchable by location
• Use of PRC will become mandatory 

for access to Better Homes and 
utility incentives
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Energy Step Code

Large, complex buildings (Part 3) Low-rise buildings (Part 9)
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Energy Step Code Results
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Future Commitments

• BC Building Code – New Construction
– 20 per cent more energy efficient by 2022 (Step 3 Part 9; Step 2 Part 3)
– 40 per cent more energy efficient by 2027 (Step 4 Part 9; Step 3 Part 3)
– 80 per cent more energy efficient by 2032 (Step 5 Part 9; Step 4 Part 3)
– Support local governments to set their own carbon pollution performance 

standards for new buildings

• BC Building Code – Existing Buildings
– New standards for building upgrades developed by 2024

• Energy Efficiency Standards Regulations
– New energy efficiency standards for space heaters, water heaters and residential 

windows between 2022-25
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Clean Buildings Strategy -
Challenges & Opportunities

Incentives 
only

Incentives 
+ codes & 
standards
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Thanks.

nathaniel.gosman@gov.bc.ca
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