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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Notice of Staff Meeting

CEC-73 (Revised 5/19) CALIFORNIAENERGY COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF: Docket No. 17-MISC-01

OFFSHORE RENEWABLE ENERGY WORKSHOP
RE: California Offshore Wind

Research, Data, and Applications

N— N N N N

NOTICE OF STAFF WORKSHOP

California Energy Commission (CEC) staff will conduct a workshop to provide a public
kick-off of two California offshore wind energy research projects. Staff will also provide
overviews on the California Energy Infrastructure Planning Analyst (CEIPA,
http://ceipa.databasin.org/) and California Offshore Wind Energy Gateway
(https://caoffshorewind.databasin.org/).

JANUARY 28, 2020
1:30 PM

Warren-Alquist State Energy Building
1516 Ninth Street
1st Floor, Art Rosenfeld Hearing Room
Sacramento, California 95814
(Wheelchair Accessible)

Remote access is available by computer or phone via WebEx. ™
(Instructions below.)

Agenda

During this workshop, scientists from Point Blue Conservation Science and
Conservation Biology Institute will provide overviews on two research projects funded
by the Ocean Protection Council (OPC) that will gather and model geospatial data for
assessing environmental constraints and tradeoffs for offshore wind energy
development in federal waters. Staff will provide an overview on the CEIPA and discuss
future enhancements, including application to the marine environment. Attendees will
have the opportunity to provide feedback and join informal working groups on both
these offshore wind research projects and the CEIPA.

Background

In a May 12, 2016, letter to U.S. Department of Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, Governor
Edmund G. Brown Jr. requested a federal/state government task force be formed to
coordinate state and federal planning and permitting of offshore renewable energy. The
first task force meeting was held October 13, 2016. In 2017, the state and Bureau of


http://ceipa.databasin.org/
https://caoffshorewind.databasin.org/

Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) provided outreach to tribes, academics and
researchers, environmental organizations, fishing interests, elected officials, and the
public. In 2018, BOEM published “Outreach Summary Report — California Offshore
Wind Energy Planning.” A California Offshore Wind Energy Gateway was also
developed that includes spatial information gathered from federal and state agencies
during outreach efforts. Over 600 datasets on the gateway are informing the process.

In November 2019, OPC released a draft 2020-2025 Strategic Plan to Protect
California’s Coast and Ocean
(http://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20191113/Draft-Revised-
Strategic-Plan-for-CA-Coast-and-Ocean 11.1.19 draft-F INAL.pdf). Among other things,
the plan includes a goal and actions leading to responsible offshore wind development
and committing resources for conducting critical environmental research. Overviews of
two such research projects focusing on offshore wind energy will be given at this
workshop.

The CEIPA was created by the Conservation Biology Institute for the CEC to assist with
planning energy development throughout the state to improve planning efficiency and to
avoid environmental risks based on the best available spatial datasets. This easy-to-use
online application allows users to locate areas that meet specified criteria under three
major data categories — energy, environment, and land use. Users can also draw or
upload shapes to assess against a number of preloaded datasets resulting in
standardized reports for easy download and use. The CEIPA currently focuses on
California terrestrial datasets but will be modified for use with marine datasets.

Staff is interested in convening two informal technical working groups: one focused on
enhancements to the CEIPA and one regarding updates on the two offshore wind
research projects. Both research projects include stakeholder engagement components,
which staff is helping to facilitate through these working groups. These groups aim to
provide more opportunities for interim updates and technical feedback within the
projects’ timeframes than would otherwise be possible through a formal workshop
format. Stakeholders wishing to join and participate in these informal working groups
should email Misa Werner at misa.werner@energy.ca.gov with their name, affiliation
and email address, and indicate which working group(s) they would like to join.

Public Comment

Oral comments: Staff will accept oral comments during the workshop. Comments may
be limited to three minutes per speaker and one speaker per organization. Any
comments may become part of the public record for this proceeding.

Written comments: Written comments must be submitted to the Docket Unit by

5:00 p.m. on February 11, 2020. Written comments will also be accepted at the
workshop; however, CEC staff may not have time to review them before the conclusion
of the workshop.
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Written and oral comments, attachments, and associated contact information (e.g.,
address, phone number, email address) become part of the viewable public record. This
information may also become available via any Internet search engine.

The CEC encourages use of its electronic commenting system. Visit
https://efiling.energy.ca.govVEcomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=17-MISC-01,
which links to the comment page for this docket. Select or enter a proceeding to be
taken to the “Add Comment” page. Enter your contact information and a comment title
describing the subject of your comment(s). Comments may be included in the
“Comment Text” box or attached in a downloadable, searchable Microsoft® Word (.doc,
.docx) or Adobe® Acrobat® (.pdf) file. Maximum file size is 10 MB.

Written comments may also be submitted by email. Include the docket number, 17-
MISC-01, and Offshore Renewable Energy in the subject line and send to
docket@energy.ca.gov.

If preferred, a paper copy may be submitted to:

California Energy Commission
Docket Unit, MS-4
Re: Docket No. 17-MISC-01
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Public Advisor and Other Commission Contacts

The CEC’s Public Advisor’s Office provides the public assistance in participating in CEC
proceedings. For information on how to participate in this forum, please contact the
Public Advisor, Noemi O. Gallardo, at PublicAdvisor@energy.ca.gov, (916) 654-4489,
or toll free at (800) 822-6228.

Please direct requests for reasonable accommodation to Yolanda Rushin at
Yolanda.Rushin@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4310 at least five days in advance.

Media inquiries should be directed to the Media and Public Communications Office at
MediaOffice@energy.ca.qgov or (916) 654-49809.

Questions on the subject matter of this meeting should be directed to Scott Flint at
Scott.Flint@energy.ca.gov or (916) 651-3774.

Questions regarding OPC’s funded research and Strategic Plan should be directed to
Chris Potter at Chris.Potter@resources.ca.gov or (916) 654-0536.

Remote Attendance

WebEXx is the CEC's online meeting service. When attending remotely, presentations
will appear on your computer/laptop/mobile device screen and audio may be heard via
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the device or telephone. Please be aware that the WebEx meeting may be recorded.
WebEXx technical support is available at 1-866-229-32309.

Via Computer: Go to https://energy.webex.com/ec. If this event is listed, click “Join.” If
not, click the “Home” tab on the top left of your screen and enter Event Number 927 079
469. When prompted, enter your name and email address. The event password is
workshop@cec2020.

The “Join Conference” menu offers a choice of audio connections:

1. To call into the meeting, select "l will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.

2. International attendees, select "Global call-in number."

3. To have WebEXx call you, enter your phone number and click “Call Me.” This step
will not work if your number has an extension.

4. For Internet audio: If you have a broadband connection, a headset, or a computer
microphone and speakers, you may use VolIP (Internet audio). Go to the audio
menu and click “Use Computer Headset,” then “Call Using Computer.”

Via Telephone: (no visual presentation) Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll free in the U.S. and
Canada) and when prompted, enter the Event Number above. International callers may
select a number from https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php.

Via Mobile Device: Download the application from www.webex.com/products/web-
conferencing/mobile.html.

Muting: We greatly appreciate your cooperation in reducing background noise on the
audio connection by muting your line when you are not speaking. Mute your line rather
than placing your phone on hold. Using WebEX, right click on your name in the panelists
or attendees list and select “Mute.” If you are using a telephone connection, press “*6”
once to mute and again to unmute.

Availability of Documents

Documents and presentations for this meeting will be available at
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Lists/DocketLog.aspx?docketnumber=17-MISC-01.

Dated: January 17, 2020, at Sacramento, California

Shawn Pittard, Deputy Director
Siting, Transmission, and Environmental Protection Division

Mail Lists:
energypolicy, renewable, wind, siting, offshoreenergy, environmentalinfoenergyplanning
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