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California Offshore Wind Data 
Collection and Data Basin 

Gateway 

Presentation for Science and Data Webinar - Public Meeting #2 
June 21, 2017 



BOEM California Intergovernmental     

• Governor Brown requested the Department of Interior establish 
a Task Force on May 12, 2016 

• Members of state, local, and tribal governments and Federal 
agencies participate 

• Forum to discuss stakeholder issues, exchange data and 
information 

• To engage “in further dialogue on the potential of offshore renewable 
energy and the planning, permitting, and coordination issues associated 
with this technology.” (Commissioner Douglas) 

 

Renewable Energy Task Force 



Planning Vs. Projects 



Current Engagement Effort 
   February – June 2017 

 Purposes 
 Inform stakeholders about goals and activities of the Task Force 
 Inform stakeholders about offshore wind planning effort  
 Involve stakeholders in data gathering to inform offshore wind energy planning 
 Solicit stakeholder feedback more broadly about offshore wind energy 

development off California 
 Use data/information gathered to inform Task Force recommendations about 

potential offshore wind energy locations off CA 
 Stakeholders 
 Statewide outreach to spatial data providers 
 Coast-wide outreach to fishing industry 
 Emphasis on outreach to coastal communities (including NGOs, elected officials) 

in the central coast  
 

 



Wind Energy Planning Outreach 
      Oct 2016 – July 2017 

|5/22 |6/21 

2017 
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 

1st Task Force Meeting 
10/13/2016 

Public Meetings/Webinars 

2/23 – 5/15 Elected Officials (46 calls, 20 briefings) 

2/21 - 7/7 Fishing Community (13 meetings/briefings)   

Tribes (5 meetings) 

|5/25 |6/5 

Fishing Data Meetings |July TBD 

Environmental Group 
Meetings |3/27 |2/14 |4/11 

Science/Data Core Group Webinars |6/20 |5/1 |7/7 

2016 

|11/21 |2/13 |5/9   | 5/16, 5/18 

 

|4/13 



About Floating Offshore Wind 



Core Data Group: 

PURPOSE 
 

• Members provide input on a number of key data topics: datasets will 
be used by the Agencies to help identify and screen potential wind 
development call areas.  
 

• Agency members are providing relevant data. 
 

• Other members are invited identify relevant datasets and to share 
their data. 



Core Data Group: 

KEY DATA QUESTIONS 
 

• For each topic, do we have the most relevant data and up-to-date 
versions? If not, where can we obtain it? 

• Would you consider this (or these) datasets complete and 
scientifically appropriate for the screening exercise? 

• How would you recommend they be used in performing the screening 
exercise? 

• Is this data useful by itself, or is it best combined with other datasets 
to make it more useful?  



CA Offshore Wind Resources 
 Strong wind resources along 

the majority of California 
Coastline 
 Designated Marine Sanctuaries 

separate wind Resource areas 



Focus on the Central Coast 
 Strong wind resources  
 Existing transmission and port 

infrastructure 
Multiple expressions of interest 

from wind energy developers 



 
 

• Web-based data gateway 
• Map geospatial data 
• Converse in working groups with data and 

maps 
• Add your own datasets 

 

• Assemble geospatial information on ocean: 
• physical setting 
• energy resources 
• ecological and natural resources 
• commercial and recreational uses and 
• community values 

 

• Use data and information to: 
• Help identify potential offshore wind lease 

areas 
• Communicate relevant data to the public and 

to the Interagency Task Force 

About Data Basin 



Contact Information 

California Offshore Wind Energy Data Basin Gateway: 
www.caoffshorewind.databasin.org/  

James R. Strittholt, Ph.D. 
Conservation Biology Institute 

stritt@consbio.org  
www.consbio.org  

 

Jean Thurston 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

jean.thurston@boem.gov 
www.boem.gov/california/ 

BOEM California State Activities 
Website: 

www.boem.gov/california  

Scott Flint 
California Energy Commission 
Scott.Flint@energy.ca.gov 

www.energy.ca.gov 
 

California Energy Commission  
Offshore Renewable Energy Website: 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/renewables/offshore
_energy/ 
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