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Docket No. 17-GRDA-01
LEAD COMMISSIONER WORKSHOP
RE: Geothermal Grant and Loan
Program

Notice of
Lead Commissioner Workshop
The Renewable Energy Lead Commissioner for the California Energy Commission,
David Hochschild, will conduct a workshop on the Energy Commission’s efforts to
support and advance the integration of geothermal energy resources in California
through the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program.

The Energy Commission’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program
Past, Present & Future:
A Conversation with Geothermal Stakeholders
Wednesday, April 19, 2017
1:00 p.m.
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
1516 Ninth Street
First Floor, Rosenfeld Hearing Room
Sacramento, California
Wheelchair Accessible
Remote Access Available by Computer or Phone via WebEx™
(Instructions below)

Agenda
This workshop will provide an opportunity for stakeholders interested in the efforts of the
Energy Commission’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program to discuss the evolution of
the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program over the last 36 years, the status of
geothermal development and utilization in California, and opportunities to expand and
support the use of geothermal energy throughout the state.
The agenda will include the following:
•
A brief overview of the Energy Commission’s Geothermal Grant and Loan
Program

•
•
•

Presentations from current and former grant recipients highlighting success
stories and project highlights
A review of geothermal resources in California
Open discussion with Commissioner Hochschild, Legislators, and
Stakeholders

A final agenda will be posted prior to the workshop.

Background
Geothermal energy is a significant source of renewable energy in California. Based on
2010 exploration and production technologies, a conservative estimate is that California
has the potential for at least 4000 megawatts of additional utility-scale power from
geothermal energy. In addition, California has widely distributed lower temperature
resources potentially suitable for other uses. The Energy Commission has a long
history of promoting the development of geothermal energy resources and technologies.
The Energy Commission’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program is one of the
Commission’s longest operating funding programs, providing much-needed financial
assistance for geothermal-related projects in California since its authorization by the
Legislature in 1980. Also known as the GRDA Program after its Geothermal Resources
Development Account funding source, the program provides financial assistance to
eligible public and private entities for projects and activities that:
•

Promote research into and development of California’s vast geothermal
energy resources;

•

Mitigate adverse impacts that may be caused by geothermal development;
and

•

Help local jurisdictions offset the costs of providing public services delivered
by geothermal development.

For more information on the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program and funded projects,
please visit the program webpage at http://www.energy.ca.gov/geothermal/grda.html.
Additional resources related to geothermal energy in California are available on the
Energy Commission webpage at:
http://www.energy.ca.gov/geothermal/background.html.

Public Comment
Oral comments. The Lead Commissioner for Renewable Energy will accept oral
comments during the workshop. Time allotted for each commenter may be limited. Any
comments will become part of the public record in this proceeding.
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Written comments. Written comments should be submitted to the Dockets Unit by
5:00 p.m. on May 5, 2017. Written comments will be accepted at the workshop,
however, the Commission may not have time to review them before the conclusion of
the meeting.
Please note that your written and oral comments, attachments, and associated contact
information (e.g. your address, phone, email, etc.) become part of the viewable public
record. This information may become available via Google, Yahoo, and other search
engines.
The Energy Commission encourages use of its electronic commenting system. To file
an electronic comment, visit the following webpage:
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=17-GRDA-01.
This will take you to the page for adding comments to this docket. Please enter your
contact information, any organization name, and a comment title describing the subject
of your comments. You may include comments in the box titled “Comment Text” or
attach a file in a downloadable, searchable format in Microsoft® Word (.doc, .docx) or
Adobe® Acrobat® (.pdf). Maximum file size is 10 MB.
Written comments may also be submitted by e-mailing them (include the docket number
17-GRDA-01 and Geothermal Grant and Loan Program Workshop and Discussion
in the subject line) to the Docket Unit at:
docket@energy.ca.gov
If you prefer, you may send a paper copy of your comments to:
California Energy Commission
Docket Unit, MS-4
Re: Docket No. 17-GRDA-01
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Public Adviser and Other Commission Contacts
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in
participating in Energy Commission proceedings. If you want information on how to
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at Office at
PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4489 (toll free at (800) 822-6228).
If you have a disability and require assistance to participate, please contact Poneh
Jones at poneh.jones@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4425 at least five days in advance.
Media inquiries should be sent to the Media and Public Communications Office at
mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4989. If you have questions on the subject
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matter of this meeting, please contact Cheryl Closson at Cheryl.Closson@energy.ca.gov
or (916) 651-0315.

Remote Attendance
You may participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you may
listen to audio via your computer or telephone. Please be aware that the meeting may
be recorded.
To join a meeting:
VIA COMPUTER: Go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting
number: 928 259 619. When prompted, enter your name.
The “Join Conference” menu will offer you a choice of audio connections:
1. To call into the meeting: Select "I will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.
2. International Attendees: Click on the "Global call-in number" link.
3. To have WebEx call you: Enter your phone number and click "Call Me.” If you are
on an extension, use option 1, above.
4. To listen over the computer: If you have a broadband connection, and a headset
or a computer microphone and speakers, you may use VolP (Internet audio) by
going to the Audio menu, clicking on “Use Computer Headset,” then “Call Using
Computer.”
VIA TELEPHONE ONLY (no visual presentation): Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the
U.S. and Canada). When prompted, enter the unique meeting number: 928 259 619.
International callers may select their number from
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php
VIA MOBILE DEVICES: Access to WebEx meetings is now available from your mobile
device. To download an app, go to www.webex.com/products/web-conferencing/mobile.html.
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support
number at 1-866-229-3239.

Availability of Documents
A detailed agenda for this workshop will be available online by April 17, 2017, at:
www.energy.ca.gov/geothermal/grda_workshops/. Workshop presentations will also be
made available online at www.energy.ca.gov/geothermal/grda_workshops/.

Date: April 7, 2017
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David Hochschild
Renewable Energy Lead Commissioner
Mail Lists:
Geothermal listserve
Renewable listserve
Research listserve
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