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Public Workshop: 

Incorporating Community Focused Equity in Research Funding 
Monday, March 27, 2017 

Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator (LACI) 
525 South Hewitt Street 

Los Angeles, California 90013 
Agenda 

(Listed times are general guidelines only) 
 
 
10:00A  Welcome and Housekeeping  Rachel Salazar, Energy Commission  
   Juventino Mendoza, Welcome in Spanish 
 
10:05A  Opening Address  Kevin Barker and Rhetta deMesa, 
    Energy Commission 
 
10:10A Introduction/Agenda Laurie ten Hope, Energy Commission 
 
10:20A Case Study of Methods for Engaged Community Driven Research and Technology 
 
   Emiliano Rodriguez Nuesch, Pacifico 
 
10:35A  Questions and Answers 
 
10:45A  Panel Discussion: What’s worked? Challenges and Solutions for Overcoming Issues with 

Split Incentives and Retrofitting Multi-Family Housing  
 
 Moderator: Maria Stamas, Natural Resources Defense Council 
   Blanca de La Cruz, California Housing Partnership 
   Walker Wells, Global Green 
   John Perfitt, Los Angeles Better Buildings Challenge 
 
11:30A  Questions and Answers 
 
11:40A  Big Picture: Multiple State Initiatives to Support Communities 

 
SB 350 Barriers Report and Recommendations – Michael Sokol, Energy Commission 
Transformative Climate Communities - Daniela Simunovic, California Strategic Growth Council 
Urban Greening - Julie Alvis, California Natural Resources Agency 
Community and Services Development - Glen Baird, Community Services and Development 
 

12:10 Questions and Answers 
 
12:15P Collaboration Questionnaire Introduction 
 
12:20P  Lunch and Networking 
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1:20P Electricity Research and Equity: What is Electric Program Investment Charge (EPIC) funding 

and how does it relate to equity? 
 

Bringing the Benefits of Research to Communities - Laurie ten Hope, Energy Commission 
Case Study Research Project in Lancaster - Felix Villanueva, Energy Commission 
 

1:35P Questions and Answers 
 
1:45P  Panel Discussion: Equity and Community Driven Energy Research  
 
  Moderator:  Sonya Ziaja, Energy Commission 
    Raquel Mason, Physicians for Social Responsibility 
    Darryl Molina Sarmiento, Communities for a Better Environment 
    Ben Russak, Liberty Hill Foundation  

 
2:35P  Questions and Answers 
 
2:45P EPIC Research Investments: Overview of Upcoming Research Opportunities 
 
  Laurie ten Hope and Rachel Salazar, Energy Commission 
 
3:05P Questions and Answers 
 
3:15P Wrap Up 
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