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Notice of Staff Webinar  

New Solar Homes Partnership Program 
 
California Energy Commission staff will conduct a webinar to provide an overview of the 
New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) Program and the Energy Commission’s request 
to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for additional program funding on:  
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 
9:30 a.m. 

Instructions for Access by Computer or Phone via WebEx™ below 
 

Background 
The NSHP Program is the Energy Commission’s component of the California Solar 
Initiative (CSI), established by Senate Bill 1 (Murray, Chapter 132, Statutes of 2006) 
with the goals of (1) installing solar energy systems with a generating capacity 
equivalent to 3,000 megawatts, (2) establishing a self-sufficient solar industry within ten 
years, and (3) placing solar energy systems on 50 percent of new California homes by 
2020. The CSI is being implemented by the Energy Commission, the CPUC, and the 
state’s local publicly owned electric utilities in different programs that share the same 
broad goals. The NSHP Program is limited to solar on new residential construction and 
provides financial incentives for homeowners, builders, and developers to include solar 
energy systems on new, energy efficient homes that will contribute to the CSI goals.  

SB 1 authorized up to $400 million for the NSHP Program, but did not create a vehicle 
for adequately funding the program. Instead, SB 1 relied on moneys in the Renewable 
Resource Trust Fund that were supported by the public goods charge (PGC) collections 
under Public Utilities Code Section 399.8 to fund the NSHP Program.  These PGC 
collections ended on December 31, 2011, resulting in a difference of approximately 
$112 million between what was authorized for the program and what was collected. 

Public Utilities Code Section 2851(e)(3) authorizes the CPUC to request Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company, Southern California Edison Company, and San Diego Gas & 
Electric Company (collectively referred to as investor-owned utilities) to continue the 
NSHP Program under the guidelines established by the Energy Commission until the 
$400 million funding limit in the law is reached.  Section 2851 (e)(3) also authorizes the 
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CPUC to designate a third party, including the Energy Commission, to administer the 
continuation of the NSHP Program. 

On November 13, 2015, the Energy Commission requested the CPUC to initiate action 
under Section 2851 (e)(3) to:  (1) require the  investor owned utilities to continue the 
NSHP Program by collecting additional program funds until the $400 million funding limit 
is reached, by requesting approximately $111.78 million; (2) designate the Energy 
Commission to serve as the administrator of the continued NSHP Program; and (3) 
establish any necessary administrative and oversight-related requirements for the 
continued NSHP Program. The Energy Commission’s request noted that the request 
may be addressed as part of CPUC Rulemaking (R.) 12-11-005, Order Instituting 
Rulemaking Regarding Policies, Procedures and Rules for the California Solar Initiative, 
the Self-Generation Incentive Program and Other Distributed Generation Issues. On 
June 9, 2014, the CPUC issued an Assigned Commissioner Ruling and Scoping Memo 
under R.12-11-005, which identified issues that would be included in the scope of the 
proceeding going forward, including continuation of the NSHP Program:  

“In D.13-11-025,1 which was issued in a different proceeding (Application 
(A.) 12-11-001), the Commission2 clarified that issues related to the source 
and level of funding for solar on new construction pursuant to § 2851, the 
New Solar Homes Partnership, should be added to the scope of this 
proceeding. Those portions of SB 96 (Budget Act of 2013) relevant to the 
New Solar Homes Partnership will also be addressed in this proceeding.”3 

Purpose of the Webinar 
The Energy Commission is conducting this webinar to provide interested parties with 
background on the NSHP Program and the Energy Commission’s request to the CPUC 
in preparation for the CPUC taking up this issue as part of R.12-11-005. The webinar is 
for education purposes only and is not intended to be part of the public record for R.12-
11-005 or any other CPUC proceeding. 

The Energy Commission’s request to the CPUC for additional funding, continuation of 
the NSHP Program, and designation as the program administrator is available for public 
review at http://www.gosolarcalifornia.org/about/nshp.php, along with general 
information about the NSHP Program and current funding levels. 

The Energy Commission is distributing this webinar notice to all parties on the 
distribution list for its NSHP proceeding, docket no. 06-NSHP-1.  In addition, it is 

1 Application of the California Energy Commission for Approval of Electric Program Investment Charge Proposed 2012 through   
2014 Triennial Investment Plan, D.13-11-025, Decision Addressing Applications of the California Energy Commission, Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company and Southern California Edison Company for Approval of Their 
Triennial Investment Plans for the Electric Program Investment Charge Program for the Years 2012 Through 2014, November 19, 
2013. 
2  California Public Utilities Commission 
3 Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling and Scoping Memo, R.12-11-005, no. 4, p. 7. Issued on June 9, 2014.  
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contemplated that CPUC staff will distribute the webinar notice to all parties on the 
service list for R.12-11-005. 

Parties participating in the NSHP proceeding are encouraged to participate in the 
CPUC’s R.12-11-005 proceeding for the Energy Commission’s request to the CPUC for 
additional program funding to continue the NSHP.  For additional information on how to 
actively participate as a party in the CPUC proceeding, please refer to the CPUC’s 
website at www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/practitioners.  

Public Adviser and Other Commission Contacts 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission proceedings. If you want information on how to 
participate in this webinar, please contact the Public Adviser, Alana Mathews, at 
PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4489, or toll free at (800) 822-6228. 
 
If you have a disability and require assistance to participate, please contact Lou Quiroz 
at lquiroz@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.  
 
Media inquiries should be sent to the Media and Public Communications Office at 
mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-4989. 
 
If you have questions on the subject matter of this webinar, please contact Brett Arriaga, 
Brett.Arriaga@energy.ca.gov, or (916) 653-4487  
 

Remote Attendance   
To join the meeting:   
 
VIA COMPUTER:  Go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting 
number: 921 597 719.  When prompted, enter your name and the following meeting 
password: meeting@930. 

 
The “Join Conference” menu will offer you a choice of audio connections:  
 

1. To call into the meeting: Select "I will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.  
2. International Attendees: Click on the "Global call-in number" link.  
3. To have WebEx call you: Enter your phone number and click "Call Me.” 
4. To listen over the computer:  If you have a broadband connection, and a headset 

or a computer microphone and speakers, you may use VolP (Internet audio) by 
going to the Audio menu, clicking on “Use Computer Headset,” then “Call Using 
Computer.” 

 
VIA TELEPHONE ONLY (no visual presentation):  Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the 
U.S. and Canada).  When prompted, enter the unique meeting number: 921 597 719. 
International callers may select their number from 
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php 
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VIA MOBILE ACCESS: Access to WebEx meetings is available from your mobile 
device. To download an app, go to www.webex.com/products/web-conferencing/mobile.html. 

 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support 
number at 1-866-229-3239.  
 

Availability of Documents 
Documents and presentations for this meeting will be made available online at:  
http://www.gosolarcalifornia.org/about/nshp.php. 
 
Mail Lists:  
GoSolar listserv 
PVCalculator listserv 
Renewable listserv 
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