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Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
Dear Mr. Flint: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Safe Action for the Environment, Inc., to comment on the 
proposed Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP). SAFE is a nonprofit 
organization that promotes clean air and water for residents of the Southern California 
region in which we live. While our organization in general advocates the identification of 
appropriate lands for purposes such as wildlife habitat preservation and cultural and 
recreational uses, there are specific lands associated with the proposed DRECP that are 
intertwined with a long-running environmental issue in our community. 
 
For the past decade and a half, SAFE has been advocating for the cancellation of U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management contracts held by CEMEX USA to conduct sand and gravel 
mining in an area adjacent to our community. The proposed mine would cause 
unacceptable impacts to local traffic, air quality, water quality and wildlife habitat.  
 
As part of the community-driven efforts to seek a resolution to this issue, the City of 
Santa Clarita and members of the California congressional delegation have been 
working with CEMEX to seek a mutually agreeable legislative solution. Our organization 
supports those efforts, which over the past several years have resulted in legislation 
authored by Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., and former 
Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-CA-25, that involves approximately 10,200 acres in San 
Bernardino County. 
 
The federal legislation calls for these lands to be sold by the Secretary of the Interior to 
fulfill the purposes outlined in the bills: Most recently, S. 771, S. 2938 and H.R. 5742 in 
the 113th Congress. A majority of these lands are included within the proposed DRECP, 
and in 2010 they were classified by the BLM as being available for disposal. As a result 
of this BLM classification, they were included in the above referenced legislation, and at 
no time has the BLM contended that the lands were not available for disposal. 
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According to the DRECP map, several of these parcels are now also included in the 
proposed Brisbane Valley Monkey Flower Area of Critical Environmental Concern, and 
several are included within the proposed Northern Lucerne Wildlife Linkage Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern.  
 
Our organization is concerned that there has not been sufficient public review of the 
change in designation of these lands — from being available for disposal to being newly 
classified as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. We anticipate that a new version 
of Sen. Boxer’s legislation will be introduced in the 114th Congress, and we would further 
anticipate that the 10,200 acres of land would continue to be included in such legislation.  
 
Therefore, we respectfully request that these lands — as outlined in the attached map 
from the City of Santa Clarita, as well as S. 771, a copy of which is also attached — be 
withdrawn from consideration as part of the DRECP. 
 
Our organization appreciates your consideration of our comments and this request. If I 
can be of further assistance or if you have any additional questions about our position on 
this issue, I can be reached at afried@safe4environment.org, or by phone at (661) 268-
1519.  
 
 

Respectfully, 
 

      Andrew G. Fried 
 

Andrew G. Fried 
President 
Safe Action For the Environment, Inc. 
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