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NGC 7331 RS IQ Meu

The Spitzer Space Telescope infrared amay camera caplured tis image of spisy
TA3, which resembles our own Milky Way. NGC 7331 s found in the conste

palaxy NGC

B0 microns {red)

s UG Be . grod st

atim Pegasus af o
distance of SO million light-years. The image is a four- color composite of invisible ligh, showing
emixsions from wavelengths of 36 microns (bluc), 4.5 microns {green), 5.8 microns (vellow) dnd

At shorter wavelengths (3.6 to 4.5 microns), the light comes mainly from stars, particalarly ones

that are older and conler than our Sun, At longer wavelenpths (5.8 to 8.0 microns ), instead of

stars, Spitzer revends the glow from clouds of imterstellar dust. which provides a reservair of raw

materials for future star formation. The longer wavelength rmnge reveals a ring of dust {red)
girdliag the paluxy center. This ring, with a mdius of nearly 20000 light- yeurs. may contain
enough gas to produce four billion stars fike the Sun

Credit: NASAUPL-Caltech/M, Regan 15TScl). and the SINGS Team,
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