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February  21, 2015 
 
 
Subject:  DRECP NEPA/CEQA  [Docket: 09  RENEW EO 01 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is submitted  to the DRECP on behalf of the San Diego Mineral & Gem Society 
(SDMG), a 501(c)(4) non-profit educational and scientific organization.  SDMG is a member of the 
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS), which has approximately 110 member 
societies, and the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS), which is an educational 
federation of affiliate gem-mineral-lapidary clubs and seven similar regional organizations, including 
CFMS.  Our society has 665 dues-paying members.   

Like many other similar clubs in California and elsewhere, SDMG has many members who are avid 
rockhounds.  Since its incorporation in 1934, our club has sponsored up to nine rock collecting field 
trips annually, with most destinations located on public lands in the California desert.  Rock 
collecting is popular with gem-mineral club members who range in age from schoolchildren to 
seniors.  In our community, rockhounding not only is a recreational activity, but also provides 
opportunity to learn about the living natural history of the earth.  Consistent with our ethics, 
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rockhounds have been recognized by the BLM as being responsible stewards of our public lands and 
respectful of its natural resources.  

Since the SDMG is a nearly 100% volunteer organization operating with limited fiscal resources, our 
community and our concerns have comparatively low awareness with the general public and our 
legislative representatives.  The values of our community, however, are no less important than the 
values advocated by other organizations having higher public recognition.  To date, no study has 
been done to characterize amateur rock collecting as a recreational activity on public lands in 
California – how many rockhounds are in the desert at any one time, what local services they use, 
their specific destinations, routes of access to those destinations, or how frequently they visit or how 
long they stay.  Therefore, to provide the DRECP with useful data about our community’s activities 
and concerns, this letter includes input from approximately 190 individual respondents to a SDMG-
sponsored survey collected between December 2, 2014 and February, 19, 2015.  

SDMG recognizes that that the Bureau of Land Management, together with the California Energy 
Commission and other agencies, have drafted the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan to 
identify areas where renewable energy development projects built in the California desert may 
impose the least negative impact on plants, wildlife, scenery, recreation and other values.  We 
support the new designation Special Recreational Management Area (SRMA) proposed to protect 
specific recreational uses of public lands.  We also support the Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) designation.  Some rock collecting areas in the current Draft DRECP are located 
within DFAs, and others are not designated Special Recreation Management Area, but they should 
be.  

In general, SDMG supports the Preferred Alternative Plan of the DRECP.  We are concerned, 
however, that the none of the five alternative plans in the current Draft DRECP takes into account 
recreational uses of public lands in the California desert specifically related to amateur 
rockhounding, or rock collecting.  SDMG recommends that ACEC and NLCS management 
objectives should explicitly specify that rockhounding is an acceptable/compatible activity for such 
designations to ensure access and use in the future. In addition, Special Recreation Permits for 
rockhounding should be identified as a compatible use in the management objectives for the NLCS 
lands. Such designations will preserve the California desert’s unique geological environment, its 
cultural history, which pre-dates California statehood, and our continuing recreational enjoyment of 
our public lands.   

The absence of special protective designations for many areas in the California desert is a defect 
pervading the DRECP.  The legacy and educational values attached to certain land use designations 
are important to us, so SDMG recommends that protective land use designations should be 
explicitly described in the DRECP.  The lack of specificity makes special areas in the desert 
vulnerable to future development. Also, it may make access to them so difficult that they will be 
effectively off-limits due to lack of vehicular access through adjacent lands (i.e., DFAs).  We ask that 
access to collecting areas should be preserved and maintained for motorized vehicles (i.e., 4x4-type 
vehicles) as part of the Special Recreation Management Area designation. We ask for the same 
consideration or easement in Development Focus Areas (DFAs).   

Independent critical review and assessment of the impact that industrial activities in Development 
Focus Areas (DFAs) may have on adjacent public lands based on the unique characteristics of public 
lands either have not been performed or have not been completed (e.g., WEMO).  Moreover, a 
transparent process is missing from the DRECP for presenting assessments for public review should 
such reviews/assessments be performed.  Although the BLM’s mission statement holds it 



 

accountable to the public, the DRECP empowers the BLM, at its own discretion and at any future 
time, to arbitrarily change or override features of protective designations such as SRMA, especially if 
they conflict with competing values, e.g., economic interests.  Further, the BLM administrator may 
exercise discretion – without public accountability – to arbitrate conflicting values embodied in 
different land use designations where overlaps occur or descriptive language is vague.  For example, 
the clause ‘more restrictive shall apply’ in  NLCA CMAs negates the protections afforded routes of 
recreational travel in the SRMAs.  This phrase and other conflicting phrases that undermine SRMA 
and ACEC designations should be removed from the Plan.   

For similar reasons, ‘recreation’ should be added to the list of values considered in future travel 
management planning.  Previous agency assurances to recreational users that designated motorized 
routes will not be closed by the DRECP now or in the future will be undermined, if the term 
‘recreation’ is not added to the explicit language of the Final EIR/EIS. 

The intrusion of utility-scale energy projects throughout all the landscapes and viewsheds within the 
DRECP boundaries can be seen in the DRECP’s maps of DFAs juxtaposed adjacent to public 
lands.  The necessity for building transmission corridors on public lands to connect DFAs to the 
power grid breaches whatever physical barriers purport to separate industrial activities (and their 
adverse effects) within DFAs from our last wild lands, fragile habitat and unique geological 
landscapes.  If these fragile ecosystems, viewsheds and landscapes are compromised in deference to 
competing values that favor development, the cultural history and natural history values of the 
California desert will be obliterated irretrievably.  At the very least, the Desert Renewable Energy 
Conservation Plan (DRECP) should be revised to remove or at least reduce the amount of 
Development Focus Areas (DFAs), because of the adverse impact on DFA-adjacent areas and also 
because the DRECP overestimates the amount of land necessary to meet renewable energy goals, 
while underestimating the potential to meet these goals with distributed generation such as rooftop 
solar. 

SDMG supports plans to increase lands managed with an emphasis on recreational uses and exclude 
them from renewable energy development through their designation as Special and Extended 
Recreational Management Areas.  We advise that these proposed designations in the Preferred 
Alternative Plan should be carried over to the Final EIR/EIS.   

The current Draft DRECP empowers the BLM to make discretionary changes to land use 
designations in the future, without public accountability.  Such changes may restrict rockhounding 
activity or restrict access via routes through areas adjacent to collecting areas. We have already lost 
many rockhounding areas in the desert since the 1970s, when the Desert Protection Act was 
enacted. At that time, we believed the Desert Protection Act would be permanent and definitive 
concerning how the desert would be managed, but revisions in the 1980s and 1990s resulted in more 
and more restrictions on access or outright closures to collecting areas.  Thus, we ask that the 
DRECP correct this defect by applying designations to rockhounding areas which are not subject to 
revision in the future.  

Finally,  SDMG supports renewable energy goals for California; however, distributed energy 
generation such as rooftop solar seems to be a more sustainable and sensible alternative to utility-
scale energy generation.  Distributed energy does not sacrifice the California desert to achieve these 
goals.  We support inclusion of distributed energy alternative plans in the DRECP, which currently 
are omitted. 



 

Below are comments about specific areas where access through adjacent DFAs are not specified or 
SRMA designations are lacking.  We would like to see the DRECP emended to reflect these specific 
concerns.  Further, we would like the public to have the opportunity to review further revisions to 
the DRECP based on the concerns raised herein. 

Afton Canyon 
The Afton Canyon collecting area is located at the I-15, at the Afton Turnoff about 32 miles east of 
Barstow and 25 miles west of Baker.  This area has long been a rockhound area that has many types 
of agate, sagenite, jasper  and opalite.  We ask the BLM to designate this area as a Special Recreation 
Management Area (SRMA). Also, roads and trails providing access to these areas, including roads 
and trails passing through adjacent lands, including DFAs, should be maintained for vehicular 
access. 

Blythe 
The Blythe collecting area is located at T4S, R20E (Blythe DAG), north of the Palen McCoy 
Wilderness and south of the Little Maria Mountains.  A DFA appears to cover at least a portion of 
this psilomelane collecting area.  We ask the BLM to redefine or redraw the DFA so that it excludes 
this area, with at least a 1,000-foot radius around it. Any designated routes that allow access to this 
collecting area should be included in the revision. 

Boron 
The Boron collecting area is located between Saddleback Mountain and California City Boulevard, 
north of Highway 58 and south of Twenty Mule Team Parkway (Cuddeback Lake DAG).  This 
collecting area contains petrified wood, chapenite, jasper and agate, is located within a DFA.  We ask 
that the BLM redefine the DFA so that it excludes the Boron collecting area, with at least a 1,000-
foot radius buffer around it. Any designated routes that allow access to this collecting area should be 
included in the revision. 

Brown Butte (aka Lonely Butte) 
The Brown Butte collecting area is located at T10N, R11W, Sections 2, 3, 10 & 11 (Lancaster DAG).  
This collecting area, which is good for petrified reeds, agate, jasper, and jasp-agate, is within a DFA.  
We ask the BLM to redefine the DFA so that it does not cover this area, with at least a 1,000-foot 
radius buffer around it. Any designated routes that allow access to this collecting area should be 
included in the revision. 

Cadiz 
The “Future Assessment Area” designations in the Cadiz Valley should be removed, and the areas 
should be included as NLCS to protect the natural setting of the desert for enjoyment of unconfined 
recreation, and to be consistent with the objective of managing the Route 66 corridor to protect the 
relatively undisturbed viewshed.  

Chambless 
The Chambless fossil collecting site is adjacent to the Trilobite Wilderness/Marble Mountain area.  
It is off the National Trails Highway, about 2 miles west of Amboy. The current roads to the 
collecting sites are outside the Wilderness Area and are used as a staging area to walk into the 
collecting sites.  We ask that the roads in this area be left open so we can access the fossil sites. 

Cinco 
The Cinco collecting area is located at T31S, R11W, south/southwest of Jawbone Station 
(Tehachapi DAG).  A DFA appears to cover some or all of this collecting area for quartz and 
feldspar crystals.  We ask the BLM to redefine the DFA, so that this area is excluded from it, with at 



 

least a 1,000-foot radius buffer around it.  Any designated routes that allow access to this collecting 
area should be included in the revision. 

Gem Hill 
The Gem Hill collecting area is located at T10N, R13W, Sections 26, 27, 34, and 35 (Lancaster 
DAG).  This collecting area for agate, jasper, rhyolite, common opal, and petrified wood, is within a 
DFA.  We ask the BLM to refine the DFA so that it excludes this area, and at least a 1,000 foot 
radius around it.  Any designated routes that allow access to this collecting area should be included 
in the revision. 

Hector Hills and Pisgah Crater 
A DFA is located near the Hector Hills collecting area, located at T8N, R5E, Sections 4, 5, 6, 15, 16, 
21 and 22 (Newberry Springs DAG).  This DFA is a problem if it blocks or constrains access to 
Pisgah Crater Road. The Pisgah and Hector Hills area should be protected with NLCS designation 
(with exception for rockhounding activitiy) because of its importance to a variety of desert wildlife 
and unique geological features, including the Pisgah lava flow. 

Hauser Beds 
The Hauser Beds collecting area is located at T 8 ½ S, R 19 E, Sections 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 
18, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, and 28; T 8 ½ S, R 19 E, Section 16; T 8 ½ S, R 20 E, Sections 6, 7, and 18 
(Trigo DAG).  Not only is this area one of the best collecting areas in the California desert, it is 
covered by a Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. Bureau of Land Management and 
the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. The MOU was signed on February 22, 
2000, and has never been terminated by either party.  The MOU recognizes the importance of the 
Hauser Geode Beds area as a major recreation area for dispersed rockhounding recreation.  It 
appears that the Mule Mountain LTVA SRMA partially covers this collecting area.  We ask the BLM 
to expand this SRMA to include the entire Hauser Beds area as described above.  Further, we ask 
the BLM to acknowledge the MOU at the District and State Office levels and expressly state in the 
SRMA that this MOU shall continue. 

Kramer Junction 
We understand that certain groups are lobbying to have certain DFAs “relocated” to the Kramer 
Junction area (Victorville DAG).  We are opposed to any DFA being placed on the southeast corner 
of Kramer Junction (south of Highway 58 and east of Highway 395), as this is a collecting area for 
dendritic agate, common opal, and obsidian. 

Lavic and Jasper Hill 
The Lavic and Jasper Hill collecting areas located at T8N, R5E, Sections 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 27, 34, 35, 36 and T8N, R6E, Sections 18, 19, 20, 30, 29, 31, 32, and T9N, R4E, Sections 29, 30, 
31, and 32 (Newberry Springs DAG).  These jasper collecting areas are located within the Route 66 
viewshed, between Ludlow and Newberry Springs.  We appreciate that the BLM is proposing the 
National Trails Viewshed SRMA, which protects various recreational activities along Route 66.  We 
also appreciate that the BLM has recognized the importance of collecting in the Trilobite and Ship 
Mountains and has created a Recreation Management Zone to protect collecting in those areas.  
However, this SRMA does encompass some very special collecting places along Route 66. We ask 
the BLM to increase the size of the National Trails Viewshed SRMA, so that it includes the Lavic 
and Jasper Hill collecting areas and specifically allows collecting in these areas. 

Newbury 
The Newbury collecting area is located at T8N, R3E (Newbury Springs DAG).  It is north of 
Newberry Mountains Wilderness and south of Route 66.  A DFA appears to cover and/or surround 



 

this collecting area for nodules and agate.  We ask the BLM to redraw the DFA boundary so that it 
does not cover this area, with at least a 1,000-foot radius around it. Any designated routes that allow 
access to this collecting area should be included in the revision. 

Rainbow Rock 
DFA designations should be removed from lands in the Rainbow Rock area west of State Route 86 
in Imperial County. DFA status would be inconsistent with protecting the natural setting of the area 
that is important to visitors seeking dispersed and unconfined recreation opportunities in the 
Ocotillo Wells and Anza-Borrego area. 

Sperry Wash 
The Sperry Wash collecting area is located in the Dublin Hills, west of Shoshone (Owlshead DAG).  
Given this area’s close proximity to the Amargosa River Valley/Grimshaw SRMA and because rock 
collecting is a legitimate use within this SRMA, we ask the BLM to expand this SRMA to include the 
Sperry Wash collecting area in order to protect this important recreational activity. 

Stoddard Wells 
The Stoddard Wells collecting area is located at T11N to the 15 Freeway, R1W to R3W, up to the 
southern boundary of Stoddard OHV Area (Victorville DAG).  The area includes Black Mountain 
and Sidewinder Mountain.  The BLM should ensure that no development blocks open route access 
to the Stoddard Wells rockhounding area in the vicinity of Sidewinder Ridge, west of the Lucerne 
Valley Cutoff Road.  We also ask the DRECP to designate this area as a new Special Recreation 
Management Area (SRMA). 

Yermo 
The Yermo collecting area is located at T10N to T11N, R1E to R2E (Newberry Springs DAG), in 
the Calico Mountains between the two Superior Cronese ACECs.  This area is important to 
rockhounds. The greater collecting area overlaps approximately six sections of the western edge of 
the eastern Superior Cronese ACEC.  A DFA appears to cover some of this excellent collecting 
area, where agate, petrified palm root, jasper and chert are found.  We ask the BLM to designate this 
area as a new SRMA and protect collecting activities in it.  If the BLM is unwilling to create a new 
SRMA designation for the Yermo collecting area, then we ask for expansion of the 
Superior/Rainbow SRMA to include it, with specific provision for rock collecting as an allowable 
use in this area. At the least, we ask that BLM redefine the DFA encroaching this area in the current 
DRECP so that it excludes this area from the DFA. Any designated routes that allow access to this 
collecting area should be included in the revision. 

Yuha Basin 
The south side of I-8 between Highway 98 and Dunaway Road has giant fossilized oyster shells that 
have been collected by rockhounds since the 1950s.  We ask the BLM to designate this area as a 
SRMA.  Currently, this area has overlapping ACEC and NLCS designations.  We ask that BLM 
allows rockhounding to continue as a permissible activity and all roads into the area to be left open. 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Williams 
President, San Diego Mineral & Gem Society 
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San Diego Mineral & Gem Society, Inc.
A Non-Profit Educational & Scientific Organization

1770 Village Place, Balboa Park, San Diego, CA  92101-1651
Founded 1934

INCC

SDMG DRECP Survey for Rockhounds
December 2, 2014 – February 19, 2015

Answers Number of Response(s)
First Name 186
Last Name 186
Email Address 184
City 181

Do you belong to any gem-mineral clubs (please list all)?

177 Response(s)

Survey responses

If you are an amateur rockhound, a member of a gem-mineral club, or you want to continue having access and 

The results will be reported in the SDMG bulletin, The Pocket Pegmatite

be used to send you unsolicited email or printed material, but it may be used to send you a follow-up email 

Beehive Gem & Mineral Club

Coinshooters Club of San Diego

2

1
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* informal/unincorporated group.

Colorado Mineral Society

Diehard Rockhounds*

Everett Rock & Gem Club 
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society

Fresno Gem & Mineral Society

Gemological Society of San Diego

Glendora Gems

Idaho Gem Club 
Idaho Museum of Mining and Geology

Hellgate Mineral Society, Missoula, MT

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical & Geological Societies

Mojave Desert Gem and Mineral Society

Needles Gem & Mineral Club
North Puget Sound Faceters Guild

Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club 

Paradise Gem and Mineral Club

Rockhound Field Trip Fanatics
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral Society
Chaparral Rockhounds, Roswell, NM
Sacramento Mineral Society

Sierra Pelona Rock Club

Society of Mineral Museum Professionals
Southern California Paleontology Society

Tacoma Faceters Guild 
Taft Prospectors Club
Tehachapi Gem and Mineral Society

Treasure Seekers of San Diego County

Tule Gem and Mineral
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Number of visits/trips to the Southern California Desert in the last five years (2009-2014)? Please list the

destination(s) you visited in the comment box.
1 = 1 trip, 2 = 2 trips, 3 = 3-4 trips, 4 = 5-7 trips, 5 = 8-10 trips, 6 = 11 or more trips

Answer 1 2 3 4 5 6
Number of

Response(s)
Rating
Score*

One-day 121 4.7

Overnight 107 3.8

Long weekend (2-4 days) 130 3.8

Weeklong (5 or more days) 80 3.1

*The Rating Score is the weighted average calculated by dividing the sum of all weighted ratings by the number of total responses.

include:

Basin rd

Big Marias

Bluebell Mine 

Boron 
Borrego Springs
Bradshaw Trail area
Brown Butte

Calico Ghost Town area, Barstow 
Cargo Machacho area 
Cargo Machachos 

Castle Butte
Chambless

3
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Chuckwalla chalcedony beds 

Coolgardy area 
Coyote Mtns 
Dale district 

El Paso Mts
Field Siding

Four Corners
Four corners 

Gem Hill

Gold Rock Ranch 

Harvard offramp agate 
Hauser Geode Beds 
Hector Hills 
Hector Road 
Himalaya Mine 
Houser Beds

Imperial Sand Dune
Indian Pass 
Indian Pass Road 
Inyo County

Kelbaker Road
Kern County 
Kingston Peak
Kingston Range

Kramer Hills

Marble Mountains
Meadville

Mud Mountains

Newberry Springs
Nopah Range 

Painted Gorge and Plaster City areas
Pala pegmatite mine 

Paul Bunyon plume 

Picacho  Mountains
Pisgah Crater

Rainbow Basin
Randsburg and outlying areas 

Rod Mountains
Rosalie
Rosamond
Salton Sea

Siam Siding 

Split Mt area, Imperial County

Sunrise Canyon

Trona, onyx and travertine claims of Sierra Pelona 
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landscape

Stalagtites in gold mine tailings, Trilabites

these areas are beautiful places to renew your soul/
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Published field trips you went on that were organized by a club or a group, including annual events. Please

list the group(s) or club(s) that organized the trip and approximate date and number of participants.

124 Response(s)

nopah range 25 participants

Treasure Seekers Events
Southwest Prospectors Events

San Diego Mineral and Gem Society

4



7

over 15 people 

Himalaya Mine - Palomar Gem & Mineral Club
Mojave - Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club

Siam Siding -biyearlySearchers 15

Basin rd-biyearlySearchers 15
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cfms

of Basin road area as well as near Early Man site and Mule Canyon road near Calico
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Mohave Gem and Mineral Club trips - multiple dates 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego
Monthly outings TSSD 

Both clubs

Friends of Mineralogy

Searchers
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Palomar Gem and Mineral Club,15 to 25 members

Hauser Geode Beds - CFMS - Thanksgiving camp 

None, my trips were independent of any club
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Where did you learn about the field trip(s)? (check all that apply). List the organization(s) and/or source(s)

where you learned about the field trip in the comment box (e.g., SDMG website, CFMS printed newsletter,

etc).

Answer 0% 100%
Number of

Response(s)
Response

Ratio
Website 76 50.3 %

Magazine 17 11.2 %

Trail booklet/brochure 27 17.8 %

Online or e-Newsletter 68 45.0 %

Printed newsletter 50 33.1 %

Online or e-Bulletin 46 30.4 %

Printed bulletin 29 19.2 %

Word of mouth (e.g., friend,
class, club meeting)

107 70.8 %

Other 23 15.2 %

Totals 151 100%

Other
Gem Show
Club

Idaho Gem Club, Idaho Museum of Mining and Geology
other clubs’ members
email from rockhound friend
Glendor Gems

old mining journals
Club Newsletter
Rock clubs
Exploration on our own often
friends
blm lr2000
CFMS

club meeting

Comments
southern california paleontological society 
friends
SDMG website, e-bulletin, club members 

SDMG website

SDGM monthly bulletin
need more advisment sent to pacifac northwest

5
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Field Trips are very important to Rock Hound’s and Mineral collectors, and I for one will talk to my Senator if 

a lot of historical research

CFMS website, Sierra Pelona newsletter, RFTF website, co-workers , word of mouth at shows, websites of 

Treasure Seekers of San Diego

-

-

SCSMGS

Club newsletters
TSSD, monthly news bulletins
Palomar Gem and Mineral Club Bulletin, PGMC 
San Diego Gem and Mineral Club Bulletin, SDMG

I belong to various clubs in Southern Ca
CFMS Newsletters 
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Trip location(s) and materials.For each destination, please list GPS (Lat/Long) coordinates, historical place

names, or landmarks such as highway, mountain, power lines, etc. For each location list materials

collections (e.g., jasper, quartz, garnet, opal) ex: Hauser Geode Beds, 33.376117 -114.989717, geodes

and agates

114 Response(s)

Hauser Geode Beds - geodes 
Marble Mountain-trilobites and oncolites 

Pine Mountains-sand dollars

Bristol Mountains 

Brown Butte 

Cady Mountains 
Calico and Mule Canyon 
Castle Butte 
Chambless 
Field Road 
Gem Hill at Rosamond 
Grandview 
Hector Hills 
Kelbaker Road 
Kramer Hills 

Mineola Road 
Newberry 
North Edwards 

Pisgah Crater 

Kelbacker road, Mojave desert 
Chacedony

Hector Hills-jasper common opal 
South Cadys-jasper and agate 
Blythe area-jasper and agate 
Mule Canyon-jasper and agate

6
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hauser, palo verde,wily well
South Cady Mountains: agate,jasper 

Hauser Beds: Geodes, agate 

Hector Siding: agate 
Cinnamon Beds: geodes 
Kramer Hills: agate 
Gem Hill: agate

-

and northern ca
Hauser Geode Beds - geodes 
North Hauser Geode Beds - geodes

Emerald Creek Fernwood ID Star Garnet 

Pala, California - Tourmaline Queen Mine 
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Succor Creek 

and many many more

Generally speaking: 
Kingston Mountain -- amethyst and citrine 

agate 
geodes 
jaspers

Cady Mountains - jasper agate 

Barstow - onyx 
Tumey Hills - gypsum

Boron 
Trona 

Calico 
Boron 
Four Corners 
Randsberg 
geodes 
jasper 

onyx 

See above sites 

opal 

jasper 

psilomelene 
geodes 
travertine onyx
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-
erals, lace agate 

Field Road-agate, jasper 

Newberry Springs-agate nodules 

Marble Mountains-Marble, fossils, marble 

-

-
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Indian Pass: dumortierite, jasper 

Gold Basin: turquoise 

Potholes: gold 
Hauser Geode Beds: geodes 
Chuckwalla Spring: chalcedony nodules 

Castle Butte, north of Edwards, agate, jasper 

Mojave desert near Trona, onyx, jasper 

gold
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afton canyon: agate, jasper, crystals 
cady mountains:agate, jasper, 
lavic siding:agate, jasper 

If this trash is not picked up, it can be consumed by the desert tortoise and other animals = can be lethal to 

Hauser Geode Beds, geodes and agates 
whittier club claim, honey onyx, red agate 
Paul Bunyan agate site, clear agate with inclusions 

Boron, borates and borax minerals, ulexite 

Salton Sea, borates, obsidian 

Coolgardie- gold copper rocks, 
Chrirco Summit 
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-
-

-

Dale Mining District

Don’t use GPS

Gold near Randsberg
Cady Mtns, jasper, agate, wood 

Cady Mountains-agate, jasper, chalcedony 

Boron-Travertine and limestone 
Mule Canyon-Travertine, jasp-agate, agate 

-
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Gem Hill agate 

Cady Mountains agate 

The area near Mule Canyon 

cady mountains

Please refer to: 
��

��

��

��

-

Hauser Geode Beds - geodes 
Strawberry Beds - agate, chalcedony, geodes 

Pala area SoCal 

Plaster City area 
Painted Gorge area 
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Hauser Geode Beds geodes and agates

Hauser Beds Geodes

Materials collected include: 
-
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How many miles did you travel from home on all trips combined (cumulative) to the Southern California

desert between 2009 and 2014?
1 = under 300, 2 = 301-500, 3 = 501-750, 4 = 751-1000, 5 = 1001+

Answer 1 2 3 4 5
Number of

Response(s)
Rating
Score*

total cumulative miles
traveled round trip

176 4.2

*The Rating Score is the weighted average calculated by dividing the sum of all weighted ratings by the number of total responses.

Did you use any services during your trip(s)? (check all that apply). List place names in the comment box.

Answer 0% 100%
Number of

Response(s)
Response

Ratio
Gasoline/service station 174 96.1 %

Grocery or convenience
store

161 88.9 %

Restaurant 153 84.5 %

Motel/hotel 96 53.0 %

Campground 109 60.2 %

Visitor or Information center 98 54.1 %

Boutique/shop -- gifts,
souvenirs, rocks, etc

88 48.6 %

Other 24 13.2 %

Totals 181 100%

Other
photography processing

car rental, airports
Movie theatres, museums, tourist attractions, book stores
Rest Stops
bookstores
Truck stops, tire stores, hardware & home stores,
museums
museums
Rock shops
Museums

gem and mineral shows
Sporting goods store
Tire repair
Hardware Store

Museums

visited multiple local businesses

Casino

7

8
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Comments (did you use any services on your trips?)

-
the, Cathedral City, Palm Springs & Palm Desert, Motels in Blythe, Palm Desert and Cathedral City Camping 

calculate how much our rock souvenirs really cost when we get back home, because the amount of enjoyment 

-

yucypa 
barsto

-
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Campgrounds in Barstow, Blythe,

many

dry camping also
Many gas stations in the Desert area along the I-10, I-15, 

Star bucks etc

Did you visit a BLM field office before your trip? If yes, please list all of them in the comment box.

Answer 0% 100%
Number of

Response(s)
Response

Ratio
Yes 37 20.7 %

No 137 76.9 %

Totals 178 100%

Comments

9
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-

barstow , ridgecrest

Needles

Chrirco Summit more than once 
Barstow

Barstow 
El Centro

Reviewed websites

Barstow
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Did you interact with a BLM ranger/patrol on any trips? If yes, please list where in the comment box.

Answer 0% 100%
Number of

Response(s)
Response

Ratio
Yes 42 23.5 %

No 134 75.2 %

Totals 178 100%

El Mirage ranger station
Barstow

yuma, yucca valley

10

Comments

Borrego Springs area

Hauser Geode Beds 
Cady Mts

Tumey Hills

north cadys 2x by railroad tracks
Clear Creek 
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In all my extensive travels on unpaved desert roads in Imperial, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego 

I did at Northern California locations and day passes and permits were issued in some areas

paid for campsite with a blm ranger at afton casnyon

Coolgardie

-

Mojave Preserve

Ranger harassed a friend of mine by following extrememly close through the national monument area around 

They were all pretty polite and knowledgeable about the areas we were in and in giving us whatever rules 

-

San Bernardino County
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Please add your comments below about your concerns regarding access and recreational uses by

amateur rockhounds on public lands in Southern California's deserts. List the sites that are important to

you.
154 Response(s)

11

Elimination of rock and fossil collect from proposed reserves would be a catastrophe for fossil and rock collec-

Bristol Mountains 

Brown Butte 

Cady Mountains 
Calico and Mule Canyon 
Castle Butte 
Chambless 
Field Road 
Gem Hill at Rosamond 
Grandview 
Hector Hills 
Kelbaker Road 
Kramer Hills 

Mineola Road 
Newberry 
North Edwards 

Pisgah Crater 

Southern California Desert is important to 
all rockhounds
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I feel that Southern California’s deserts are a wonderful natural resource and should remain for public use 

-
ment of all, can thereafter be declared off limits in order to enrich others who have no interest in the land they 

-

Public lands were and are meant for the public’s use, we fund them, we ought to be able to have access to 

My use of public lands is not limited to rockhounding either, I also do some hiking/running and some hunting 

Too many of these projects have failed to deliver what they promised, most are examples of greedy corpora-

to the areas they will be closing and would be spending money and time in those locations - I’m retired and 

My family has lived in, died in, and fought for this country since before the Revolution and I adamantly reject 

-

of rocks, minerals and fossil-bearing beds with minimal vegetation cover make it possible to study and, where 
-

sionals in the earth, space and life sciences appreciate being able to join amateurs in the same or related 

exploration and fellowship are common to both amateurs and professionals who love the Southwest Deserts, 
and any further access restrictions should not be imposed unless in matters of absolute necessity, not just 
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There are so many sites for collecting but many of the best are within an hour drive of Blythe, the geode beds, 

-

Please leave the desert open for my family, other families and our future generations 
Dale Prince 

Children now are attuned to electronic devices need something interesting to get them out and engaged in 
-

historic mining roads making rockhounding areas inaccessable to those who cannot walk miles across the 

Please help us keep these portions of our desert open to collecting: 
South Cady Mountains,North Cady Mountains, 

Hector Siding,Cinnamon Beds,Kramer Hills, 
Gem Hill

I am disgusted that members and people that enjoy, with no harm to the earth, might be banished from their 

of money in the past and nothing but a way for them to get there kick-backs nothing has changed
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-

ages to the wonders we found hidden in our great deserts, helping instill an interest and love of nature in the 

their discovery, I don’t want to have to tell them that these things are no longer available to them because the 

-

-

-

-

It seems they want to step over your grandfather rights to hunt and recreate in areas that have been in use for 

-

I have not visited any sites in Southern California for many years, but I am concerned with the fact that many 

government do not have the right to restrict access for recreation or other non-commercial use

-

-

-
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-

The Mohave Desert is important to me even though I don’t go there regularly, as well as many other places 

I believe that all Rocks Hounds, Mineral Collectors and others who enjoy the outdoors live by a code of con-
duct to keep our outdoors beautiful and to pick up trash that others leave so it will be a little better than when 

No one else is going to do this, so why put jeopardy on those who are at least trying to help keep our great 

-

It would be a devastating loss of commerce for many of the individuals and small business owners who rely 

out enjoy the great outdoors with your family

lands, as long as current rules, regulations and policies are enforced and there is little to no effect on the envi-

In short, my objections to the proposed closures of, and alterations to the Mojave and surrounding deserts for 

rooftop & hillside solar installations, would best insure reliable power, in good times and bad, truly serving the 
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General Public should always have access to their lands, and always retain the right to use them responsibly, 

My concern about the current trend by the Government 
agencies and the greed driven environmental groups, is that it going down the wrong path and only creating 

Hoping for a better Future

Cady Mountains 

Boron

-

Summary: 

and fossils that I always get her the Smithsonian kits to dig fossils and stones or gems out of clay or mineral 

Rockhounding is one of the few ways for kids to learn about interacting with nature that is very healthy and 
-
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-

Excessive regulation has rendered vast portions of public lands inacessable to many users with varied inter-

The vast majority of the areas containing these minerals are already off limits to hobbyists because of inclu-
sion in the Mojave Preserve, national parks, national monuments, military bases, road closures, and use of 

The potential closing of some of these well known and often famous collecting areas will not only hinder the 
rockhound communities’ ability to enjoy public lands while causing virtually no disturbance but will hurt future 

people that currently visit these areas will greatly decrease and create a negative economic impact on nearby 

-

north cadys , south cadys are my favorite places to go worry about restrictions if they become wilderness ar-
-

come inaccessible due to solar and wind energy and am concerned that the lands that the energy companies 
obtain to compensate for the lands they use for energy generation also become inaccessible to rock collecting

-
ful of our desert
Mojave Desert 
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-

-
-

Trish and Terry
I’m a younger rockhound, I’ve been rockhounding for a bout 5 years and have had the opportunity to meet a 

-

given the opportunity but as if the close places get closed down for renewable resources it will drastically de-
-

Ramsburg 

-

These are our rights and we try very hard as a hobby to keep our lands clean and safe and to leave it as pris-
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Please allow us to continue to be able to pursue our passion and be able to collect specimens on public lands 

-
-

-

-

being able to take kids/scout troops interested in geology there
My husband and I just got into rock hounding in our retirement and would hate to loose the few places we 

-
ciate the ability of the public to access public lands and we believe that was the intent of the people who set 
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-

-

were set aside for public use and rumor is building that our state senator is trying to bypass congress and 

walking looking for rocks, prospecting and enjoying the wild life and looking at the stars at night

to enjoy the outdoors
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I’m mainly concerned that eventually we will not be able to even go into the deserts or the forests or any place 
-

gered species which is total crap

Fossil study is a science where amateurs can make a difference as there is too much land and too little fund-

includes the most immediate things such as past life form but it can extend more accurate understanding of 
-

vated enough to study the rocks and fossils on a amateur basis should be encouraged and not hindered by 

-
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I must speak up for fellow amateur mineralogists who will be more immediately affected by these land use 
-

is through this hobby that I have learned much about mineralogy, geology, mining and human history, and the 

Sites in southern California I have interest in: 

-
ers’ enjoyment of these environs, their preservation for future generations’ enjoyment as well as sustainable 

-

bought a house out here so that I could be closer to the land I love and now they want to take that away from 

Rock, mineral, and fossil collecting as a kid delighted me, and led me to decided to try to contribute to society 

-
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more important because I haven’t yet had the opportunity to go there

far as I have seen on all of the trips I have been on, our clubs pack everything in and everything out at the end 

Rockhounds are about more than collecting rocks, we are also about imparting knowledge to younger genera-
tions and a love for geology and who knows, maybe some of the kids in the clubs will be at Cal-Tech one day 

-

-
bute my children’s environmental activism to the love of nature they developed through spending time in the 

too numerous to put on this survey

Houser Beds 

Gold near Gold Rock Ranch
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all these areas are public lands and should not be closed to the public

-

Continued access for recreational, amateur, personal, professional, commercial, private, and all public activ-

public who uses them now or who will use these lands for decades to come need gates removed and locks 

-

all the public lands remain accessible and that closed areas are re-opened is important to me and generations 

Not going to stop the vandalism, only the law abiding rockhounds that enjoy getting out and recreating on 
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-
tunate that the endangered species act and other laws have been misused to close vast stretches of public 

 have never seen a rockhound disturbing public lands in any manor that could be construed to be harmful to 

-


