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Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
KATHRYN GALLAGHER

San Anselmo California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Pontiffp@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:20 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Paul Vesper

Berkeley California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: vpflyr@cox.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:15 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
James Jeffrey

Virginia Beach Virginia
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: kristin_klass@hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:04 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Kristin Klass

Bridgman Michigan
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: csahnow@uoregon.edu

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 11:01 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Sahnow
Eugene Oregon
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: subscribe@pgfarrell.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:46 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

I an a life-long resident of California and frequently visit the desert, particularly to
enjoy the spring wildflowers and vast vistas of undeveloped landscape. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
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National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.

In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Phillip Farrell
Palo Alto California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: JohnNOwlin@msn.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:13 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.

13



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

John Nowlin
Scottsdale Arizona
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: sylviadeer@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:18 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Sylvia Cardella
Hydesville California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: cadhawks9883@frontier.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:05 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Sally Cadonau
Aloha Oregon
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: richlroth@mac.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:04 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Richard Rothstein
Lakewood Ranch Florida
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: maryhelenstephens@hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:54 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Mary Helen Stephens
Valdez Alaska
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: KCsMom2312@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:49 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Cross
Rancho Mirage California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: lowrider3111@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:35 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

marilyn evenson
tacoma Washington
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: kathydurrum@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:24 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely, kathy

kathy durrum
AURORA Colorado
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: barb@scavezze.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:22 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Barb Scavezze
Olympia Washington
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: rachelleppc@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:17 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

rachelle henderson
simi valley California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: nikkilass@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:13 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Nikki Martin
Mount Angel Oregon
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: grizzalo@hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:02 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

DRECP Action Team,

I am writing to comment on the Draft Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. The California desert has a rich natural heritage,
wilderness landscapes, and outstanding opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing
the importance of increasing the proportion of energy use from renewable sources, such as
solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These places have been documented for their natural features
and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development must not be located. In the preferred alternative,
a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National Conservation Lands and
overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics. The final DRECP plan
must remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands to the conservation
reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. I urge the agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-
identified lands with wilderness characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in California, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.

In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
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Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. The preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000 acres of
citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network. Particularly,
the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for conservation or
identified as Future Assessment Areas.

The Desert Renewable Conservation Plan must improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Nitz
Missoula Montana
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: watsonce @sbcglobal.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 8:57 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment
Categories: Ready to Docket

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Chris Watson
knoxville Tennessee
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: mrwrh@sbcglobal.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 1:49 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
William Hewes

Simi Valley California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Bridget Hanley [dhanley53@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 1:44 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA/CEQA

Attachments: DRECP NEPACEQA Comments.doc

Please see my attached comments using the Comment Form from your website.

Thanks,
Bridget



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: debzhirsch@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 1:24 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Deborah Hirsch

Palm Springs California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: bryan.wyberg@juno.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 1:14 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

Clean energy does not require us as a nation to give up any deserving public lands from
potential wilderness designation. It is all in the question of the site selection for a
clean energy development.

I value the California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and
outstanding opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing
the proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.



- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.

In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Bryan Wyberg

Coon Rapids Minnesota
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: voohoo@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:51 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Thomas Brenner

Hollidaysburg Pennsylvania
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: amontapert@roadrunner.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:50 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

anthony montapert
ventura California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: grtrapp@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 2:18 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Gene R. Trapp

Davis California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: aym73@hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 3:13 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Ai McCarthy

Redmond Washington
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: malgaff@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 5:02 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Mal Gaffney

Lompoc California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Potawatomil3@Hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 5:54 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

William Lee Kohler,
William Lee Kohler

Eugene Oregon
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: lynnetj@cox.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 6:05 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Lynne Jeffries
Laguna Niguel California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Chryspdxl@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 6:30 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Paula Eppler
Milwaukie Oregon
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: dr_carolyn@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 6:32 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Clark
SLC Utah
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: blrsc@hotmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 6:39 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Barbara Robbin
Studio City California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: rainbow26@cox.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 7:37 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Ruth Bescript
Tucson Arizona
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: spadefoot@vtc.net

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 8:15 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.

19



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Marian Baker Gierlach
Pearce Arizona
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: twnelson@erols.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 8:36 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely, Thomas Nelson

Thomas Nelson
Lansdowne Pennsylvania
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: e.borie@ieee.org

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:22 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

Please confine renewable energy development toward places that have been previously degraded
or provide very little ecological or cultural value.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Edith Borie
New Paltz New York
United States

24



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: zevsmom@hotmail.com

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:35 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Miriam L IOSUPOVICI
IMPERIAL BEACH California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: mytigger22@g.com

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 2:38 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Teresa Hammond *
Albuquerque New Mexico
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: paul@themailpath.com

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:09 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Paul Moss
White Bear Lake Minnesota
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: annabellen13@gmail.com

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 9:31 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Annabelle Herbert
Tucson Arizona
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: lianamoran@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 2:09 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Liana Moran
Glendale Arizona
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: JIMDAX@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 9:26 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: "DRECP NEPA/CEQA"

To whom it may concern,

| am alarmed and frustrated that this huge document has had some little time for public comment. | feel it is being rushed
through without a real opportunity for public comment. Please extend the time for public comments and public meetings.

Just like the sunrise power link of a few years back this new push is a threat to our state park. We already feel the effects
of large solar farms near our community in Borrego Springs. There is a huge increase in dust storms. SDG&E is looking
to benefit by charging for transmission lines thru our park. |1 am all for renewable energy but lets be smart about it.

Why not promote clean roof top solar instead of discouraging it as SDG&E now does? Why not generate and use roof top
solar in all our local communities so we do not need huge transmission lines?

| want more public debate.
Sincerely,

James Dax

3740 Park Blvd. #613

San Diego, Ca, 92103
619-840-0899



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: tnplapoint@msn.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:24 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Peggy La Point

Denton Texas
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Mark@consumerwatchdog.org

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:13 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Mark Reback

Los Angeles California
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: marieweis@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:12 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Marie Weis

Fox Island Washington
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: ernst.bauer@asu.edu

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:12 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Ernst Bauer

Laveen Arizona
United States



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: dale@daleriehart.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:10 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.



In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

dale riehart
san francisco California
United States
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: StanleyJonesUmberger@yahoo.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 12:01 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP NEPA-CEQA Comment

Dear DRECP Action Team,

Please accept these comments as part of the public comment period for the Draft Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement. I value the
California desert for its rich natural heritage, wilderness landscapes, and outstanding
opportunities for recreation, while also recognizing the importance of increasing the
proportion of our energy use from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal.

One of the goals of the DRECP is to guide future renewable energy development toward places
that have been previously degraded or provide very little ecological or cultural value.
Despite this goal, the preferred alternative contains several landscapes currently identified
as Development Focus Areas or Special Analysis Areas that should be removed from any
development footprint and included in the conservation reserve system, either as National
Conservation Lands or Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. I urge your agencies to
conserve, rather than identify for development, the areas below:

- All areas that have been identified as Lands with Wilderness Characteristics by either the
BLM or citizen organizations. These special places have been documented for their natural
features and outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation.

- The Silurian Valley, where the majestic Avawatz Mountains and Kingston Range reside, are
intact wild places where solar development should not be located. In the preferred
alternative, a Special Analysis Area is located wholly within the proposed National
Conservation Lands and overlaps with lands identified for their wilderness characteristics.
The final DRECP plan should remove the Special Analysis Area here and add these public lands
to the conservation reserve area.

- The public lands adjacent to the Big Maria Mountains Wilderness Area are prime Sonoran
Desert wildlands that host a healthy bighorn sheep herd, although these lands are also slated
as a Development Focus Area in the preferred alternative in the south and west. These places
have outstanding wilderness characteristics and wholly compliment the rugged, natural values
of the designated wilderness. I urge the agencies to remove the portions of the Development
Focus Areas here that abut the designated wilderness and/or conflict with lands otherwise
identified for their wilderness characteristics.

- The northwestern bajada of the Mule Mountains has been identified as having lands with
wilderness characteristics, though it is proposed as a development focus area in the
preferred alternative. While much of this development area may be appropriate, I urge the
agencies to remove the portions that overlap with citizen-identified lands with wilderness
characteristics.

- The Iron Mountains and Cadiz Valley of the California desert is the largest remaining
unprotected roadless area in our state, though only half of this area is proposed for
National Conservation Lands. The southern portion of this area is part and parcel of the
northern portion and should be equally managed as National Conservation Lands.
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In addition to ensuring that the above areas are removed from potential future development
areas, I also urge the agency to maximize the reach of the National Conservation Lands and
Area of Critical Environmental Concern footprint by including areas identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics. Currently, the preferred alternative leaves at least 110,000
acres of citizen-identified wilderness lands out of the conservation reserve network.
Particularly, the Sacramento Mountains and Bristol Lake areas are either undesignated for
conservation or identified as Future Assessment Areas.

I appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft documents and look forward to seeing
the Desert Renewable Conservation Plan further improve its minimization of conflicts between
future energy development and the conservation of our remaining wilderness heritage. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

Stanley Jones-Umberger
Washougal Washington
United States
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