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Subject: Questions regarding CALCTP interim approval certification and 
recent arguments for NLCAA disapproval as a Lighting Controls Acceptance 
Test Technician Certified Provider. 

 

Tav Commins, 

National Lighting Contractors Association of America (NLCAA) questions that the required 
Industry Certification threshold was met on June 18, 2014 as stated by CALCTP. The Building 
Efficiency Standards clearly states the conditions for interim approval below:  

“Interim approval shall be conditioned upon submittal of an application that contains the 
information required by subdivision (c)(1)-(3), including documentation demonstrating that the 
certification includes training and testing on the Building Energy Efficiency Standards lighting 
control acceptance testing procedures and the Building Energy Efficiency Standards acceptance 
testing compliance documentation for lighting control systems” 
 
 
A review of the CALCTP LIGHTING ATTCP APPLICATION §10-103-A Evaluation Form shows items 
from sections [§10-103-A(c)3,G] and [§10-103-A(d)] that clearly were not completed until 
8/1/2014. We believe the CALCTP claim of interim approval on June 18, 2014 was 
inappropriate. NLCAA feels that CALCTP overstepped their role by certifying several hundred 
acceptance test technicians before CALCTP achieved interim approval. In addition, non-
adherence to the requirements and their respective timelines is a violation to an agreed upon 
process that was set up to ensure the integrity of the approval process and the industry. 
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NLCAA , on the other hand, worked diligently trough the process to fulfill all of the CEC 
requirements for certification as a Lighting Controls Acceptance Test Technician Certified 
Provider. Then when NLCAA was put on the agenda for certification, a barrage of verbiage from 
NECA and the IBEW surfaced to prevent the certification. NLCAA respects the role of the CEC 
and went about our certification process in an open and positive manner. NLCAA thoroughly 
reviewed all of the requirements in the Building Energy Efficiency Standards as we developed 
our training and testing software. Through this process we have shared our findings with the 
CEC with an end goal of providing qualified resources to ensure the success of advance lighting 
systems in the state of California.  
 
 
NLCAA’s mission is to provide these qualified resources via our training and software 
irrespective of the union status of our students. We do not view ourselves as “competition” to 
NECA and IBEW but rather as simply another resource to help California succeed in 
implementing state of the art lighting systems. An objective look at the existing Lighting 
Controls Acceptance Test Technician Certified Providers shows that there is a need for more 
providers, especially those that are available for non-union technicians.  Should this not be the 
case then the need will dictate the size of the provider population as is the case with any free 
enterprise system. 
 
 
NLCAA believes it is this view of “competition” that is hampering our approval process. It was 
this same view that led CALCTP to remove us from their list of training resources, not our 
experience or technical expertise. It is our sincere hope that the CEC can review our situation 
and bring objectivity back into the argument. NLCAA feels that we satisfied the CEC’s 
requirements and respectfully request that we be put back up for certification.  

 

Yours truly, 

 

Vice President of Training 
310-890-0878 
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