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Notice of Staff Workshop on Challenges to Procuring 

Biomethane in California 
 
California Energy Commission staff will conduct a workshop to assess the challenges to 
biomethane procurement in California and the potential solutions. This workshop will 
focus on the requirements of Assembly Bill 1900 (Gatto, Statutes 2012, Chapter 602).  
 
Energy Commission staff is seeking input from stakeholders, industry experts, and the 
public to identify challenges that limit the procurement of biomethane in California. 
Public input from this workshop will inform the development of the 2013 Progress-to-
Plan for the Bioenergy Action Plan. 
 
Although this is a staff workshop, Commissioners may attend and participate. 
Commissioners and staff from the California Public Utilities Commission may also 
attend and participate in the workshop. 
 

May 31, 2013 
9:00 a.m. 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 Ninth Street 

First Floor, Hearing Room A 
Sacramento, California 

(Wheelchair Accessible) 
 

Remote Access Available by Computer or Phone via WebEx™ 
(Instructions below) 

 

Background 
 
Prior to the passage of AB 1900, pipeline injection of landfill-derived biomethane in 
California was prohibited in utility tariffs even if the gas was treated to meet all applicable 
health and safety standards. This prohibition can be traced back to Assembly Bill 4037 
(Hayden, Statutes 1988, Chapter 932), which required the Public Utilities Commission 
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(PUC) to specify the maximum amount of vinyl chloride that may be found in landfill gas. 
Existing law prohibits a gas producer from knowingly selling, supplying, or transporting 
landfill gas containing vinyl chloride in a concentration exceeding the maximum amount 
determined by the PUC. Existing law also prohibits a gas corporation from knowingly 
purchasing landfill gas containing vinyl chloride in a concentration exceeding the 
maximum amount determined by the PUC. Existing law requires a person who produces, 
sells, supplies, or releases landfill gas for sale offsite to a gas corporation to sample and 
test, bimonthly, the gas at the point of distribution for chemicals known to the state to 
cause cancer or reproductive toxicity.  
 
AB 1900 was passed to address these challenges. AB 1900 also added Section 25326 
(a) to the Public Resources Code and requires the Energy Commission to identify 
challenges that limit procurement of biomethane in California. Section 25326 (a) 
provides as follows: 
 

25326. (a) The commission shall hold public hearings to identify impediments 
that limit procurement of biomethane in California, including, but not limited to, 
impediments to interconnection. The commission shall offer solutions to those 
impediments as part of the integrated energy policy report prepared pursuant to 
Section 25302. 
 

Public Comment  
 
Oral Comments. Staff will accept oral comments during the workshop. Comments may 
be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Any comments will become part of the public 
record in this proceeding. 
 
Written Comments. Written comments should be submitted to the Dockets Unit by 
June 14, 2013. Written comments will also be accepted at the workshop, however, the 
Energy Commission may not have time to review them before the conclusion of the 
workshop. All written comments will become part of the public record of this proceeding. 
Additionally, written comments may be posted to the Energy Commission’s website for 
this proceeding. 
 
The Energy Commission encourages comments by e-mail. Please include your name 
and any organization name. Comments should be in a downloadable, searchable format 
such as Microsoft® Word (.doc) or Adobe® Acrobat® (.pdf). Please include the docket 
number 13-IEP-1M and indicate Biomethane Procurement Challenges in the subject 
line. Send comments to docket@energy.ca.gov and copy the technical lead staff at 
Garry.Oneill@energy.ca.gov. 

 
If you prefer, you may send a paper copy of your comments to: 
 
 
 
 



 

California Energy Commission 
Dockets Office, MS-4 

Re:  Docket No. 13-IEP-1M 
1516 Ninth Street  

Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 

Public Adviser and Other Commission Contacts 
 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission proceedings. If you want information on how to 
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or toll free at (800) 822-6228, or by e-mail at 
PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov.  
 
If you have a disability and require assistance to participate, please contact Lou Quiroz 
at LQuiroz@energy.ca.gov or (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.  
 
Media inquiries should be sent to the Media and Public Communications Office at  
(916) 654-4989, or by e-mail at mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov.  
 
If you have questions on the technical subject matter of this meeting, please call Garry 
(O’Neill) Mariscal, Renewable Energy Specialist at (916) 651-0961 or email at 
Garry.Oneill@energy.ca.gov. For general questions regarding the IEPR proceeding, 
please contact Lynette Green, IEPR project manager, at (916) 653-2728 or by e-mail at 
Lynette.Green@energy.ca.gov. 
 
The service list for the 2013 IEPR is handled electronically. Notices and documents for 
this proceeding are posted to the Energy Commission website at 
www.energy.ca.gov/2013_energypolicy/index.html. When new information is posted, an 
e-mail will be sent to those on the energy policy e-mail list server. We encourage those 
who are interested in receiving these notices to sign up for the list server through the 
website www.energy.ca.gov/listservers/index.html. 
 
 
Remote Attendance 
 
You may participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online 
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you may listen 
to the audio via your computer or telephone. Please be aware that the meeting may be 
recorded. 
 
To join a meeting: 
 
VIA COMPUTER: Go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting 
number: 920 205 074. When prompted, enter your information and the following 
meeting password: meeting@9 



 

 
The “Join Conference” menu will offer you a choice of audio connections: 
 

1. To call into the meeting: Select "I will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.  
2. International Attendees: Click on the "Global call-in number" link.  
3. To have WebEx call you: Enter your phone number and click "Call Me.” 
4. To listen over the computer: If you have a broadband connection, and a headset 

or a computer microphone and speakers, you may use VolP (Internet audio) by 
going to the Audio menu, clicking on “Use Computer Headset,” then “Call Using 
Computer.” 

 
VIA TELEPHONE ONLY (no visual presentation): Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the 
U.S. and Canada). When prompted, enter the unique meeting number: 920 205 074. 
International callers may select their number from 
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php. 
 
VIA MOBILE ACCESS: Access to WebEx meetings is now available from your mobile 
device. To download an app, go to www.webex.com/overview/mobile-meetings.html. 
 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support 
number at 1-866-229-3239.  

 

Availability of Documents 
 
Documents and presentations for this meeting will be available online at: 
www.energy.ca.gov/2013_energypolicy/documents/index.html 
 
Date: May 17, 2013 
 
 
 
 
  
Dave Ashuckian 
Deputy Director  
 
 
Mail Lists: energypolicy, bioenergy, renewables 


