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Introduction
 The scope of Energy Commission review for the Petition to Amend will be limited to aspects of
the proposed project that are different than those approved in the Final Decision.
Issues ID Call Summary
 The primary focus of the conference call was the potential impact of elevated solar flux on
avian species. The REAT agencies are in agreement that this impact was not addressed in the
original project analysis.
 Requirements for survey data for the modified project were discussed in general terms. The
completed surveys were not of the scope and scale necessary to address impacts for this
modified project, and are insufficient to conduct robust analysis of potential avian impacts.
 Consensus among the REAT agency representatives regarding survey design and protocols will
be essential in providing clear and consistent direction to PSH (BrightSource/ Caithness), with
the recommendation that data collection begin in the spring of 2013. REAT agencies and the
applicant will need to come to agreement regarding how many seasons of survey data will be
required for the project prior to issuance of final permits.
 The USFWS and BLM voiced concern regarding the currently proposed project schedule, and
noted that BLM’s NEPA review will require more time than the Energy Commission timeline.
 BLM may require PSH to redo all biological resource surveys for the ROW grant due to the time
that has elapsed since surveys were conducted (including desert tortoise? Waters of the U.S.
and or waters of the state, burrowing owl?)
Next Steps
Next phone call will be after informational hearing to discuss Data Requests.

