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Dear Dr. Schwarzbach,

The Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan Directors (DRECP) and the Renewable Energy
Action Team Agencies (REAT Agencies) thank the 2012 Independent Science Panel (ISP 2012)
for their review of key draft documents, which will help inform the biological analyses for the
DRECP. The REAT Agencies take the scientific input from the ISP 2012 seriously and
acknowledge the concerns expressed by the panel. We continue to work to address these

concerns.

The ISA 2010 was convened by the State pursuant to the Planning Agreement prepared under
the California Natural Community Conservation Planning Act (NCCPA). The DRECP and
REAT Agencies stress that the specific purpose of the ISP 2012 was to review and give an
independent assessment of selected draft DRECP materials. The REAT Agencies supported this
process. The DRECP provided specific draft documents for this review, including biological
descriptions, species list and models, reserve design methods, a climate change appendix, an
outline of an adaptive management framework, along with associated maps and supporting
materials and documentation. These documents are available on the DRECP website
(http://www.drecp.org/meetings/2012-06-26 meeting/review/). We requested the ISP 2012 to
review and evaluate these documents for the following:

e the use of best available scientific information,
e the incorporation of relevant recommendations and scientific guidance from the
Independent Science Advisors , 2010 Report (ISP 2010), and,
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e how the documents address potential climate change effects.

The DRECP and REAT Agencies have reviewed the REVIEW DRAFT Independent Science Review
for the California Desert Renewable Energy Action Plan (DRECP) (ISP 2012 Report), and offer the
following observations and comments.

The ISP 2012 responded with great concern to the draft and incomplete form of the documents
and the preliminary state of some of the information that was provided. The DRECP and
REAT Agencies acknowledge and agree that work remains to provide the clear documentation
of assumptions, data decisions, and the methodology of the science-based analyses and
professional judgment considerations behind the written materials reviewed by the ISP, as well
as materials not provided to the ISP and additional materials that have been developed to date.
The REAT Agencies have always realized this was necessary, and will pay close attention to
providing this information as the DRECP documents develop. The DRECP continues to be a
work in progress, and as we move toward the issuance of a draft DRECP document we
continue to incorporate input not only from the ISP 2012 Report, but also from REAT and other
Agency experts, stakeholders, and the public. There will also be additional opportunity for
scientific review and comment during the public comment period for the Draft DRECP
HCP/NCCP/LUPA.

DRECP and the REAT Agencies agree that use of best available scientific information and the
understanding and minimization of uncertainties in that information will provide a strong
scientific underpinning for the DRECP. We continue to carefully review the draft ISP 2012
Report and are evaluating which specific data sets and species models should be upgraded; and
we are continuing to fully document our analytical approach and use of the best available
science in developing the DRECP. The REAT Agencies are also evaluating to what extent these
adjustments may affect the overall renewable energy development and biological conservation
context that has been developed to date, and we are working to incorporate the appropriate

information.

In accordance with our review of the draft ISP 2012 report, REAT Agencies are at work on the
following specific items. Most of these activities have been ongoing in the development of the
DRECP, but are also consistent with the suggestions in the ISP 2012 and ISA 2010 science
reports.
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Documentation, Transparency, and Clarity

The REAT Agencies and DRECP consultant team are improving documentation of: 1)
the process of Development Focus Area (DFA) identification and potential alternatives;
2) the specific information and data used in the reserve design process and
considerations; and 3) the professional consideration and judgment that contributes to
the development and refinement of the DRECP conservation reserve.

Covered Species List/Planning Species

The REAT Agencies continue to review and consider refinement of the covered species
list and we are utilizing information from ISA 2010, ISP 2012, and agency subject matter
experts. Determination of the covered species list is an iterative Agency decision which
must consider best available science, specific regulatory requirements, and various
agency policies. We will continue to document this deliberative process as the species
list evolves.

Natural Communities Classification and Vegetation Mapping

The REAT Agencies and DRECP consultant team continue to incorporate the new
vegetation mapping information that is specifically funded and developed to inform the
DRECP. Additionally, an up-to-date vegetation classification is being developed by the
California Department of Fish and Game, which will assist in the integration and
interpretation of this information. The updated information is being used to refine
DRECP land cover maps, natural community descriptions and conservation analysis,
and species models that have vegetation information as an input variable.

Species Modeling

The REAT Agencies and DRECP consultant team are revising and updating the expert-
based species models using information from a series of individual science expert
reviews of the species accounts, species models, and new vegetation mapping data, as
well as completing the documentation of modeling assumptions and inputs. Not all of
this work is yet complete, and it was not presented to the ISP 2012.

In considering the specific ISP 2012 comments on improving the species statistical (MaxEnt)
models, we are continuing to complete the documentation of datasets, data quality
assurance/control and variable parameterization to better explain the rationale used in the
models. The REAT Agencies are assembling additional Agency staff and additional
consultants with specific modeling and desert species expertise, to refine the most useful
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species models to improve their accuracy and reduce uncertainty. Additional Marxan reserve
modeling will be run using updated models and will be compared to the existing reserve
design context as an additional check on the adequacy and completeness of the design. As part
of the modeling work, we are continuing to document Marxan input assumptions, biological
targets, scenarios that have been evaluated to date, and the interpretation and use of the
outputs. This work is being used as an input to the final reserve design, and will inform the
DRECP conservation and impact analyses.

In addition to the detail provided above, the REAT Agencies continue to review the science
panel’s comments related to data quality and completeness, climate change, and the
development of an Adaptive Management and Monitoring Program. As DRECP Documents
are developed, more specifics on how these items will be addressed will be included.

In completing work on species modeling, climate change integration, and development of the
adaptive management and monitoring, the REAT Agencies and DRECP consultant team intend
to consult with specific individual scientific experts, including some of the ISP 2012 panel
members, on an individual basis, for additional expert science input.

Again, we thank the ISP 2012 for their review of the draft DRECP materials and for the specific
information on critical elements of the DRECP. We look forward to continued collaboration
with science experts in the development of the DRECP.
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David L. Harlow, Director
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan

cc: Roger Johnson, Deputy Director, California Energy Commission
Kevin Hunting, Chief Deputy Director, California Department of Fish and Game
Jim Kenna, State Director, Bureau of Land Management
Alexandra Pitts, Deputy Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service





