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Letters to the Editor: OCT 9 2012
What a Shame

Unfortunately for the residents of North Manhattan Beach, and all those who travel
along Vista del Mar or down 45th Street, NRG energy is providing litle for the
community to embrace as they implement a multi-million dollar power plant upgrade to
its El Segundo facility. As the self-proclaimed econrg corporation, they appear heavy on
the nrg, and light on the eco.

For instance, they have created what a recent writer to you correctly called a danger for
pedestrians along 45th street. They have erected a gleaming barbed wire and chain link
fence along and virtually up-against the curb to replace the older “softer” fence which
was several feet back. This has eliminated a previous public access walkway to the
beach and forces pedestrians to now walk in the street - kids, surfboards and all.
Where are the Coastal Commission and the Energy Commission when you need them.

Almost as damning, the harsh new fence is not as depicted in the “renderings” flouted
by NRG in the permitting process - a special affront to the residents across the street.

The NRG web-site brags they “will improve the visual aesthetics....”, and touts
“beautification efforts”.....to “create a greener overall look™. Apparently this does not
refer to the notoriously bleak border along Vista del Mar or the ‘“improvements” along
45th Street, but to the interior environment enveloping plant management and staff.

Considering the over-all scope and cost of the upgrade project, NRG could easily do
better for the community.....what a shame.

Sincerely,

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

c: El Segundo City Council
Manhattan Beach City Council
California Coastal Commission
California Energy Commission
Heal the Bay
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