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Energy Commission staff hereby file Status Report #6 for the Hidden Hills Solar Electric 
Generating System (HHSEGS).   
 
This report will briefly summarize the status of several technical sections of the forthcoming 
Final Staff Assessment (FSA), which is scheduled for publication on Friday, October 19, 
2012.  Specifically, staff wishes to convey the complexities and potential degree of 
adjudication these technical sections will present, once published.  Absent resolution between 
parties during any potential FSA Workshop(s) in conjunction with the next scheduled Status 
Conference on November 15, 2012, the Committee should expect a large volume of issues 
requiring significant blocks of time during the upcoming Evidentiary Hearings, tentatively 
scheduled for January of 2013. 
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UPDATE 
 
Since the last Status Conference on August 16, 2012, there have been some new 
developments, and the continuation of numerous unresolved issues, to which staff wishes to 
alert the Committee, given the upcoming publication of the Final Staff Assessment. 
 
Biological Resources: Parties participated in one official event since the August Status 
Conference, namely the joint August 28, 2012 Rio Mesa-Hidden Hills Solar Flux/Avian Impact 
Workshop in Sacramento. For the Hidden Hills proceeding, the workshop highlighted the 
relative lack of impact-appropriate avian surveys for golden eagle and migratory birds, and 
development of minimization and mitigation measures. The Rio Mesa project (with similar 
“power tower” technology, from the same applicant, BrightSource Energy) will have much 
more extensive avian survey results reflected in its forthcoming Staff Assessment, due to 
different initial requirements sought by the REAT (Renewable Energy Action Team) agencies, 
and agreed to by applicant, based in part on Rio Mesa’s location near the Colorado River and 
a major migratory bird flyway. These survey results will therefore allow for a more robust Rio 
Mesa risk assessment (and subsequent formulation of mitigation) as compared to Hidden 
Hills. Nonetheless, staff continues their collaborative work with the REAT agencies 
(specifically, US Fish & Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and Game) on 
appropriate mitigation, conservation and adaptive management strategies for avian impacts, 
as well as other biological resources (including Desert Tortoise, Burrowing Owl and Waters of 
the State). While staff had hoped to workshop these particular biological issues with the 
applicant and intervenors during the month of September, the applicant was not inclined.  
Accordingly, absent a FSA Workshop where discussion and some degree of resolution 
between the parties and resource agencies could potentially occur, the need for at least one 
full day of Evidentiary Hearings focused on Biological Resources can easily be expected. 
 
Cultural Resources: As was indicated to the Committee at the August 16, 2012 Status 
Conference, staff filed and posted a redacted version of Cultural Resources Appendix A (from 
the Supplemental Staff Assessment filed on June 15, 2012). Staff minimized the level of 
confidential testimony to provide an open and streamlined Evidentiary Hearing process 
related to Cultural Resources.  Nonetheless, given the level of anticipated impacts (to 
Ethnological Resources, Archeological Resources and Cultural Landscapes), the specifically-
stated interest and involvement of at least two Intervenors (Old Spanish Trail Association and 
Richard Arnold), and the consistent involvement from local Native American interests 
(including the Pahrump Paiute Tribe), the Committee should anticipate a day of evidentiary 
hearings on this issue.  
 
Land Use: On August 8, 2012, a letter was filed with the Commission indicating a problem 
with a 20-acre plot on the southeast edge of Solar Field 2, referred to as the Tsiamis parcel.  
The applicant has indicated that the owners of the parcel (the last remaining of several owned 
by entities not directly affiliated with the Mary Wiley Trust) would sign a long-term lease 
agreement.  However, in the ongoing absence of such an agreement, issues of site control 
remain, and an impediment to Inyo County’s General Plan Amendment process thereby also 
exists (although the applicant has indicated they have resolved this situation, and an official 
letter specifying resolution is forthcoming).  Additionally, as the Committee remembers, an 
ongoing focus of workshops and staff time has involved the project’s potential impact on Inyo 
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County (how revenues and county services would potentially be impacted by both the 
construction and operation of the Hidden Hills project). These issues remain. The Committee 
should anticipate a day of evidentiary hearings on these Inyo County-specific matters.   
 
Water Supply / Soils: Although staff does not know the results of the Applicant’s second 
groundwater pump test (which is apparently about to conclude), staff believes its results are 
not mandatory for the completion of the FSA Water Supply analysis.  Staff does not anticipate 
that the pump test data will substantially alter the monitoring and mitigation measures 
currently contemplated for inclusion in the FSA, but staff will review and give the data due 
consideration where possible. Because of the importance of this resource, the degree to 
which it is impacted and the manner in which it is protected will most certainly be topics of 
involved discussion during Evidentiary Hearings. This is especially true given the level of 
attention it has received throughout the course of the proceeding by agencies, intervenors 
and members of the public (including, importantly, the residents of nearby Charleston View).  
Moreover, given recent flooding events and ongoing concern on the specifics and adequacy 
of storm water retention engineering along the western edge of the project -- despite 
Applicant’s September 10, 2012 Supplement 4B filing on the retention area -- the manner in 
which Soil and Surface Water resources are impacted and protected will also be an important 
topic for hearings.  Combined, Water Supply and Soil and Surface Water issues could require 
a full day of Evidentiary Hearings. 
 
Worker Safety / Fire Protection: Staff has yet to receive any indication or supporting 
documentation regarding the resolution of outstanding fire risk issues involving the Southern 
Inyo Fire Protection District (SIFPD). This issue is not only important to SIFPD, but to 
residents of Charleston View, and to emergency response entities outside the state (i.e. 
Pahrump Valley Fire-Rescue Services in neighboring Nye County, Nevada).  This issue may 
yet resolve itself.  However, absent a signed agreement between the applicant and the 
relevant emergency service(s) organizations, at least a half day of hearing time for this issue 
is likely. 
 
Alternatives: Applicant filed a Motion in Limine on August 31, 2012, for which staff replied on 
September 21, 2012, recommending the Committee deny the Motion. 
 
General: Staff is responding to over 1,300 PSA Comments in the FSA. Staff still anticipates 
that many of the PSA comments (and the questions and concerns that constituted them) that 
were filed on July 23, 2012, will require some discussion during Evidentiary Hearings. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This Status Report reflects staff’s current understanding of key technical issues involved in 
this proceeding for which the Committee will be receive conflicting testimony from multiple 
parties. Although some issues may yet be resolved, staff believes a minimum of five to six 
days of hearings in January of next year (2013) will be required.   
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APPLICANT 
BrightSource Energy 
Stephen Wiley 
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150 
Oakland, CA 94612-3500 
swiley@brightsourceenergy.com 
 
BrightSource Energy 
Bradley Brownlow 
Michelle L. Farley 
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150 
Oakland, CA 94612-3500 
bbrownlow@brightsourceenergy.com 
mfarley@brightsourceenergy.com 
 
BrightSource Energy 
Clay Jensen 
Gary Kazio 
410 South Rampart Blvd., Suite 390 
Las Vegas, NV 89145 
cjensen@brightsourceenergy.com 
gkazio@brightsourceenergy.com 
 
APPLICANTS’ CONSULTANTS 
Strachan Consulting, LLC 
Susan Strachan 
P.O. Box 1049 
Davis, CA 95617 
susan@strachanconsult.com 
 
CH2MHill 
John Carrier 
2485 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600 
Sacramento, CA 95833-2987 
jcarrier@ch2m.com 
 
 

 
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT 
Ellison, Schneider and Harris, LLP 
Chris Ellison 
Jeff Harris 
Samantha Pottenger 
2600 Capitol Avenue, Suite 400 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5905 
cte@eslawfirm.com 
jdh@eslawfirm.com 
sgp@eslawfirm.com 
 
INTERVENORS 
Jon William Zellhoefer 
P.O. Box 34 
Tecopa, CA 92389 
jon@zellhoefer.info 
 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Lisa T. Belenky, Sr. Attorney 
351 California Street, Suite 600 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Ileene Anderson, Public Lands 
Desert Director 
PMB 447 
8033 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Old Spanish Trail Association 
Jack Prichett 
857 Nowita Place 
Venice, CA 90291 
jackprichett@ca.rr.com 
 

 
INTERVENORS (con’t.) 
Cindy R. MacDonald 
3605 Silver Sand Court 
N. Las Vegas, NV 89032 
sacredintent@centurylink.net 
 
Richard Arnold 
P.O. Box 3411 
Pahrump, NV 89041 
rwarnold@hotmail.com  
 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com 
 
Great Basin Unified APCD 
Duane Ono 
Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer 
157 Short Street 
Bishop, CA 93514 
dono@gbuapcd.org 
 
County of Inyo 
Dana Crom 
Deputy County Counsel 
P.O. Box M 
Independence, CA 93526 
dcrom@inyocounty.us 
 
Nye County 
Lorinda A. Wichman, Chairman 
Board of County Supervisors 
P.O. Box 153 
Tonopah, NV 89049 
lawichman@gmail.com 
 
 

*indicates change 
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INTERESTED AGENCIES (con’t.) 
Nye County Water District 
L. Darrel Lacy 
Interim General Manager 
2101 E. Calvada Boulevard 
Suite 100 
Pahrump, NV 89048 
llacy@co.nye.nv.us 
 
National Park Service 
Michael L. Elliott 
Cultural Resources Specialist 
National Trails Intermountain 
Region 
P.O. Box 728 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728 
Michael_Elliott@nps.gov 
 
*Southern Inyo 
Fire Protection District 
Larry Levy, Fire Chief 
P.O. Box 51 
Tecopa, CA  92389 
sifpd@yahoo.com  
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Commissioner and Presiding Member 
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CARLA PETERMAN 
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carla.peterman@energy.ca.gov  
 
Ken Celli 
Hearing Adviser 
ken.celli@energy.ca.gov  
 
Eileen Allen 
Commissioners’ Technical 
Advisor for Facility Siting 
eileen.allen@energy.ca.gov  
 
Galen Lemei 
Advisor to Presiding Member 
galen.lemei@energy.ca.gov 
 
Jennifer Nelson 
Advisor to Presiding Member 
jennifer.nelson@energy.ca.gov  
 
Jim Bartridge 
Advisor to Associate Member 
jim.bartridge@energy.ca.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENERGY COMMISSION – 
STAFF 
Mike Monasmith 
Senior Project Manager 
mike.monasmith@energy.ca.gov  
 
Richard Ratliff 
Staff Counsel IV 
dick.ratliff@energy.ca.gov  
 
Kerry Willis 
Staff Counsel 
kerry.willis@energy.ca.gov 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION – 
PUBLIC ADVISER 
Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser’s Office 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:llacy@co.nye.nv.us
mailto:Michael_Elliott@nps.gov
mailto:sifpd@yahoo.com
mailto:karen.douglas@energy.ca.gov
mailto:carla.peterman@energy.ca.gov
mailto:ken.celli@energy.ca.gov
mailto:Eileen.allen@energy.ca.gov
mailto:galen.lemei@energy.ca.gov
mailto:jennifer.nelson@energy.ca.gov
mailto:jim.bartridge@energy.ca.gov
mailto:mike.monasmith@energy.ca.gov
mailto:dick.ratliff@energy.ca.gov
mailto:Kerry.willis@energy.ca.gov
mailto:publicadviser@energy.ca.gov


3 
 

 
DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

 
 

I, Cenne Jackson, declare that on  October 1, 2012, I served and filed copies of the attached Status Report , dated 
September 26, 2012. This document is accompanied by the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web 
page for this project at: www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/hiddenhills/index.html. 
 
The document has been sent to the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) and to the 
Commission’s Docket Unit or Chief Counsel, as appropriate, in the following manner:   
(Check all that Apply) 
For service to all other parties: 
    x     Served electronically to all e-mail addresses on the Proof of Service list; 
     x    Served by delivering on this date, either personally, or for mailing with the U.S. Postal Service with first-

class postage thereon fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same 
day in the ordinary course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing 
on that date to those addresses marked *“hard copy required” or where no e-mail address is provided.  

AND 
For filing with the Docket Unit at the Energy Commission: 
    x     by sending an electronic copy to the e-mail address below (preferred method); OR 
         by depositing an original and 12 paper copies in the mail with the U.S. Postal Service with first class 

postage thereon fully prepaid, as follows: 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION – DOCKET UNIT 
Attn:  Docket No. 11-AFC-02 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
docket@energy.ca.gov 

 
OR, if filing a Petition for Reconsideration of Decision or Order pursuant to Title 20, § 1720: 
          Served by delivering on this date one electronic copy by e-mail, and an original paper copy to the Chief 

Counsel at the following address, either personally, or for mailing with the U.S. Postal Service with first class 
postage thereon fully prepaid: 

California Energy Commission 
Michael J. Levy, Chief Counsel 
1516 Ninth Street MS-14 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
michael.levy@energy.ca.gov 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct, that I 
am employed in the county where this mailing occurred, and that I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the 
proceeding. 
 
       Originally Signed by Cenne Jackson  
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