Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Vic [vjtree@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 11:12 PM California Energy Commission

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012 DOCKETED

Categories: Ready to Docket 09-RENEW EO-1
TN # 66567

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01 AUG 09 2012

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

| am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown
Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have pitched in their own
money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to Joshua Tree National
Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational element of the
area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is significantly based on tourists who come to see the
desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of
renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the siting of such development in
locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-
based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP to be built
in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That inappropriate project
could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission.
That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with the RETI
process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios siting solar
and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped
backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain
Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San Bernardino County Master
Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or meetings held
in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative
maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time
for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should be extended beyond
the August 8 deadline.

| urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

Please help protect our desert!



Best Regards,

Victoria Fuller

61338 Alta Mura Dr.

Joshua Tree, Ca. 92252
vitree@gmail.com 760 217-2824
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From: Sheila Bowers [sheila@sheilabowers.net]
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 4:01 PM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012




Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Angelina Schoenberger [angelinas@tarbell.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 4:00 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012
Importance: High

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of the
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

| am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown
Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have pitched in their own
money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational element of the
area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is significantly based on tourists who come to see the
desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of
renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the siting of such development in
locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-
based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP to be built
in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That inappropriate project
could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission.
That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with the RETI
process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios siting solar
and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped
backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain
Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San Bernardino County Master
Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or meetings held
in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative
maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time
for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should be extended beyond
the August 8 deadline.

| urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.



Sincerely,

Angelina Schoenberger

Tarbell, Realtors

760-333-5898
http://www.angelinaschoenberger.com

Discover Your Desert Sanctuary

EcoBroker Certified

Short Sale Foreclosure Resource (SFR) Certified

Certified Home Affordable Foreclosure Alternatives (HAFA) Specialist
e-Pro Certified

License #: 01793038



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: LAIRD DAVIS [ldinjt@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 3:50 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS OF JULY 25, 2012

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve,
Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have
pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area’s quality of life and economic base. The area’'s economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a
place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the
siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to
the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios
siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and
in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just
inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and
the San Bernardino County Master Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or
meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any
kind. The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives
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have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the
comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of
Alternative 2.

LAIRD DAVIS

JOSHUA TREE, CA



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: VALERIE DAVIS [valdavisartinjt@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 3:48 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS OF JULY 25, 2012

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve,
Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have
pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area’s quality of life and economic base. The area’'s economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a
place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the
siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to
the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios
siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and
in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just
inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and
the San Bernardino County Master Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or
meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any
kind. The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives
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have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the
comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of
Alternative 2.

VALERIE DAVIS

JOSHUA TREE, CA



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Karen Tracy [oktracy@mac.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 3:47 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. ©9-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a
long heritage of commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique
collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled amongst conserved lands:
Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. 1In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money
to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to
Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a
foundational element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is
significantly based on tourists who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years,
the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of renewable
energy projects. While I support that effort in general, I believe that the siting of such
development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous
to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line
proposed by LADWP to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these
high-desert communities. That inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the
floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission. That citizen effort
led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with
the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. I am very disturbed and
oppose the scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next
to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and
the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San
Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no
workshops or meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no
correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative maps have changed with little
or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time for
thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should
be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. I encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the
variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

Dr. Karen Tracy
Joshua Tree, CA. 92252
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Brian Swope [brian@tierraseca.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 2:50 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

| am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns
and communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these
communities have pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private
lands and gifting them to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert
as a place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that
the siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be
disastrous to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the
scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National
Park and in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains
Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more
development is just inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-
based economy, and the San Bernardino County Master Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or
meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of
any kind. The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these
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alternatives have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan,
the comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

| urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of
Alternative 2.

Sincerely,
Brian M. Swope, M.D.

-- Tierra Seca Landscape Design
www.tierraseca.com
415.947.0228
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Chris [hermosa.bruin@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 2:38 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Cc: Howell Christopher

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

SUBJECT: STRONGLY OPPOSED -- DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-
RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

Although we are using a form letter to present our opposition to these expansion plans, we have informed
ourselves on this issue and feel strongly that the destruction of irreplaceable wildlands for industrial wind and
solar development violates the conservation/multi-use ethic that should govern use of our natural resources.
These projects drain ancient water tables, kill wildlife both above and below ground, and destroy the scenic
vistas that draw thousands of tourists and tourist dollars to the high desert each year. Your current plan is short-
sighted at best and serves the interests of energy investors who have no commitment to quality of life or any
value other than profit. It's the equivalent of strip mining and has no place on wide swaths of undisturbed
wildlife habitat.

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve,
Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have
pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area’s quality of life and economic base. The area’'s economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a
place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the
siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to
the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
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development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

Chris Howell & Family
Palm Desert, CA 92260
hermosa.bruin@gmail.com
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: spmolton@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 2:29 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01
To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

| am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of commitment
and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled
amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve,
and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money to acquire lands
identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational element of the
area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is significantly based on tourists who come to see the
desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of
renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the siting of such development in locations
like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based
economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP to be built
in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That inappropriate project could
have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission. That citizen
effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the
Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios siting
solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped
backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain
Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San Bernardino County Master
Plan.

The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or meetings held
in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative
maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time for
thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should be extended beyond the
August 8 deadline.

| urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based communities.
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| encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.
Sincerely,
Prof. Stephen Molton

2900 Boulder View Drive
Pioneeertown, California 92268

760-369-7368
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Almut Fleck [almutfleck.wv@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 2:19 PM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve,
Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have
pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area’s quality of life and economic base. The area’'s economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a
place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the
siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to
the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the view shed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios
siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and
in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just
inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and
the San Bernardino County Master Plan.

18



The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or
meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any
kind. The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives
have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the
comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of
Alternative 2.

Almut Fleck
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

19



Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Julia G. Buckley [tujie7@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 11:22 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development alternatives of
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a long heritage of
commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique collection of high-desert small towns and
communities nestled amongst conserved lands: Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve,
Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. In addition, these communities have
pitched in their own money to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a foundational
element of the area’s quality of life and economic base. The area’'s economy is significantly based on tourists
who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years, the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a
place for development of renewable energy projects. While | support that effort in general, | believe that the
siting of such development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous to
the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line proposed by LADWP
to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these high-desert communities. That
inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more inappropriate energy
development and transmission. That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable
energy siting decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. | am very disturbed and oppose the scenarios
siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and
in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just
inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and
the San Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no workshops or
meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no correspondence or communication of any
kind. The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives
have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the
comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism-based
communities. | encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or adoption of
Alternative 2.

Julia G. Buckley, Joshua Tree, Calif. 92252
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: stephen andrews [lazys@mac.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:49 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. ©9-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a
long heritage of commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique
collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled amongst conserved lands:
Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. 1In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money
to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to
Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a
foundational element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is
significantly based on tourists who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years,
the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of renewable
energy projects. While I support that effort in general, I believe that the siting of such
development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous
to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line
proposed by LADWP to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these
high-desert communities. That inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the
floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission. That citizen effort
led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with
the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. I am very disturbed and
oppose the scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next
to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and
the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San
Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no
workshops or meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no
correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative maps have changed with little
or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time for
thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should
be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. I encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the
variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

Stephen T Andrews
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: lakey kolb [maverickqueen@me.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:44 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. ©9-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a
long heritage of commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique
collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled amongst conserved lands:
Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. 1In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money
to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to
Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a
foundational element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is
significantly based on tourists who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years,
the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of renewable
energy projects. While I support that effort in general, I believe that the siting of such
development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous
to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line
proposed by LADWP to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these
high-desert communities. That inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the
floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission. That citizen effort
led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with
the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. I am very disturbed and
oppose the scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next
to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and
the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San
Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no
workshops or meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no
correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative maps have changed with little
or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time for
thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should
be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. I encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the
variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

urgently,

Lakey Kolb
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: bberger@uci.edu

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:42 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No.
09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

Please consider alternatives that do not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. Please adopt Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance
lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

Not only do the lands in question serve as habitat for protected species of plants and
animals, but also contain many important archeological sites. Additionally, the area serves a
large tourism industry that is the lifeblood of the community. Many of the proposed energy
projects in the area would damage the quality of the desert that people come from all over
the world to enjoy.

There are many conservation projects underway in the area. Local residents have a history of
fighting against damaging project (for example, Green Path), and purchasing lands and gifting
them to Joshua Tree National Park and other conservation organizations.

The lack of outreach to inform residents of proposed projects in the area is astounding.
Living here, I get the feeling that someone is breaking into my house at night, and once the
culprit is caught red-handed, the authorities let them go.

I am not opposed to energy projects, in general, but when they tear up iconic, pristine
landscapes when other degraded lands are available, they need to be stopped.

Please help and please extend the comment period beyond August 8, 2012.
Thank you,

Bradford W. Berger
PO Box 142, Pioneertown, CA 92268
bberger@uci.edu
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Sarah Kennington [sarahjanek@me.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:38 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Cc: Steve Bardwell

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

California Energy Commission
Dockets Office, MS-4

docket@energy.ca.gov

subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-O1

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the July 25" 2012 renewable energy development alternatives of
the DRECP. We urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert
communities.

We reside in Pipes Canyon in the Pioneertown area. This is a small residential community sweetly nestled into
the natural landscape surrounded by the Wildlands Conservancy's Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, BLM and
National Forest lands. The majestic Flat Top and Black Lava Buttes dominate the scenery that initially drew us
to this area over 20 years ago. These Buttes on BLM managed land are currently under consideration for
development by Element Power for a wind turbine installation. We have just completed the construction of our
off-the-grid retirement home. We also own and manage a vacation rental property in Pipes Canyon, as do
numerous others in this idilic community. What an irony that our homes could now be to be in the shadow of
industrial scale wind turbines that threaten to cover the Buttes.

While this project was in place prior to the DRECP considerations, it represents the unimaginable impact that
renewable energy projects could have on our landscape. Of course, property value would plummet and our
quality of live would be greatly diminished. That may sound like a NIMBY defense. But, what can be more
fundamental on a human level? There are also the high and un-mitigatable impacts on the fragile desert's flora,
bird, and animal habitats.

DRECP will not protect us from the wind turbines should Element decide to move ahead with the project.
However, we want to ensure similar ill-sited projects do not encroach on lands with such significant scenic,
cultural, and ecological value. Alternatives 3 and 5 contain more or less of the East of Big Bear Polygon
11(page 71), which is considered a high conflict area. On the Industry Proposals map (page 9) the area is
labeled CalWEA Wind Boundary (phase 1) with 62,634 acres for the generation of 1,726 MW of wind energy.
New lines of transmission will be required along Highway 247 which would be another unfortunate
consequence. Old Woman Springs Road (hwy 247) has been designated a Scenic Highway by the County of
San Bernardino and will shortly be under consideration by CALTrans for similar status by the state.

We support the scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert, tourism based communities.
We encourage the adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the variance lands or the adoption of Alternative
2. Thank you for your consideration and hoped for support.

Sincerely,
Sarah Kennington & Steve Bardwell
PO Box 644
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Pioneertown, CA. 92268
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From: 29 Palms Creative Center & Gallery [gretchen9@verizon.net]

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:22 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. 09-RENEW EO-01

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No.
09-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a
long heritage of commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique
collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled amongst conserved lands:
Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. 1In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money
to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to
Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a
foundational element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is
significantly based on tourists who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years,
the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of renewable
energy projects. While I support that effort in general, I believe that the siting of such
development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous
to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line
proposed by LADWP to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these
high-desert communities.

That inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the floodgates to more
inappropriate energy development and transmission.

That citizen effort led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting
decisions, first with the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. I am

very disturbed and oppose the scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo
Basin on BLM lands next to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped backcountry
surrounding Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain
Wilderness. This siting and the addition of variance lands for more development is just
inappropriate and inconsistent with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the
tourism-based economy, and the San Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities.

There were no workshops or meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received
no correspondence or communication of any kind.

The alternative maps have changed with little or no explanation, and the iterations of these
alternatives have not allowed ample time for thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term
effect of the plan, the comment period should be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. I encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the
variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.

Sincerely, Gretchen Grunt

29 Palms Creative Center & Gallery
6847 Adobe Road

29 Palms CA 92277
www.29PalmsCreativeCenter.com
www.GretchenGrunt.com
gretchen9@verizon.net

760.361.1805

"The 29 Palms Creative Center & Gallery is founded on the premise that the creative spirit
is an integral part of our spiritual and social paths in life. A loving and non-judgmental
art studio environment is one of our primary goals."

Owned & Operated by Gretchen Grunt, "I work hard for my play!"”
Weekly Art Calendars:

www . HNY62Weekly. com
www.thesunrunner.com
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Energy - Docket Optical System

From: Richard Gray [rbg1950@earthlink.net]
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:04 AM
To: Energy - Docket Optical System
Subject: poor use of desert resources

SUBJECT: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012, Docket No. ©9-RENEW EO-01

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the July 25, 2012, renewable energy development
alternatives of the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP).

I am writing regarding the Morongo Basin and its surrounding communities, where there is a
long heritage of commitment and action to protect desert lands. This area is a unique
collection of high-desert small towns and communities nestled amongst conserved lands:
Joshua Tree National Park, Big Morongo Canyon Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and
Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. 1In addition, these communities have pitched in their own money
to acquire lands identified for protection, purchasing private lands and gifting them to
Joshua Tree National Park.

Threats to undo this conservation are a serious concern for me, because this geography is a
foundational element of the area's quality of life and economic base. The area's economy is
significantly based on tourists who come to see the desert AS IT IS NOW. In recent years,
the spotlight has been shone on the high desert as a place for development of renewable
energy projects. While I support that effort in general, I believe that the siting of such
development in locations like the Morongo Basin and its surrounding area would be disastrous
to the local lifestyle and to the tourism-based economy.

Concerned citizens successfully opposed the ill-sited Green Path North transmission line
proposed by LADWP to be built in undeveloped backcountry and along the viewshed of these
high-desert communities. That inappropriate project could have been the door that opened the
floodgates to more inappropriate energy development and transmission. That citizen effort
led me to become a proactive participant in renewable energy siting decisions, first with
the RETI process, then the Solar PEIS and now the DRECP.

The July 25 published scenarios of the DRECP were surprising. I am very disturbed and
oppose the scenarios siting solar and wind development in the Morongo Basin on BLM lands next
to Joshua Tree National Park and in undeveloped backcountry surrounding Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve, Pioneertown Mountains Preserve, and Bighorn Mountain Wilderness. This siting and
the addition of variance lands for more development is just inappropriate and inconsistent
with the area's quality of life, its citizens' values, the tourism-based economy, and the San
Bernardino County Master Plan.
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The DRECP process should involve some outreach to affected communities. There were no
workshops or meetings held in the Morongo Basin area, and its citizens received no
correspondence or communication of any kind. The alternative maps have changed with little
or no explanation, and the iterations of these alternatives have not allowed ample time for
thoughtful comment. Considering the long-term effect of the plan, the comment period should
be extended beyond the August 8 deadline.

I urge you to consider a scenario that does not develop renewable energy in the high-desert,
tourism-based communities. I encourage adoption of Alternative 1 after first deleting the
variance lands or adoption of Alternative 2.
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From: rebeccajmorales@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 9:56 AM

To: Energy - Docket Optical System

Subject: DRECP Alternative Scenarios of July 25, 2012
Sincerely,

Rebecca Morales
13611 Hewes Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 90019
714.544.6147

We own a 2nd home in Morongo Valley
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