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RTA]lii OF CAUEQBNIA Edmund G, Bmwn Jr _GoverQ,lU 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 3&4 
SACRAMENTO, CA, 95814 
(916) 65M251 
Fax (916) 651-5390 
Wob Sit9 www.nBhc,CB,gOV 
dll_nllhc@plcbell.net 

June 13,2012 

Mr. Gabriel Roark, M.A., Energy Planner II, Cultural Resources Unit .DOCKET 
California Energy Commission -:.. FC-~ 
1516 Ninth Street, MS 40 

DATE JUN 13 l012Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

RECoJUN 2 1 2011
Sent by FAX to: 916-651-8868 
No. of Pages: 5 

Re:	 Sacred Lands File Search and Native American Contacts list for the proposed 
i'Hydrogen Energy California Project tHECA - Power Generating Plan, 
Transmission and Pipeline Construction);" located on 453-acres and in other 
areas nearby in Kern County, California 

Dear Mr. Roark: 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) conducted a Sacred Lands 
File searches of the 'area of potential effect,' (APE) based on the USGS coordinates 
provided and Native American cultural resources were not identified in the project area 
of potential effect (e.g. APE): you specified. Also, please note; the NAHC Sacred Lands 
Inventory is not exhaustive and does not preclude the discovery of cultural resources 
during any project groundbreaking activity. 

California Public Resources Code §§5097.94 (a) and 5097.96 authorize the NAHC 
to establish a Sacred Land Inventory to record Native American sacred sites and burial 
sites. These records are exempt from the provisions of the California Public Records Act 
pursuant to. California Government Code §6254 (r). The purpose of this code is to protect 
such sites from vandalism, theft and destruction. 

In the 1985 Appellate Court decision (170 Cal App 3rd 604), the court held that the 
NAHC has jurisdiction and special expertise, as a state agency, over affected Native American 
resources, impacted by proposed projects including archaeological, places of religious 
significance to Native Americans and burial sites 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA - CA Public Resources Code §§ 
21000-21177, amendments effective 3/18/2010) requires that any project that causes a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource, that includes 
archaeological resources, is a 'significant effect' requiring the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) per the CEQA Guidelines defines a significant impact on the environment 
as 'a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of physical conditions within 
an area affected by the proposed project, including ... objects of historic or aesthetic 
significance," In order to comply with this provision, the lead agency is required to assess 
whether the project will have an adverse impact on these resources within the 'area of potential 
effect (APE), and if so, to mitigate that effect CA Government Code §65040.12(e) defines 
"environmental justice" provisions and is applicable to the environmental review processes. 
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Early consultation with Native American tribes in your area is the best way to avoid 
unanticipated discoveries once a project is underway. Local Native Americans may have 
knowledge of the religious and cultural significance ofthe historic properties of the proposed 
project for the area (e.g. APE). Consultation with Native American communities is also a matter 
of environmental justice as defined by Califomia Government Code §65040.12(e). We urge 

~ .... consultation with those tribes and interested Native Americans on the list that the NAHC has 
! .provided in order td see if your proposed 'project might impact Native American cUltural . 
1 resources. Leacf ag'bncies should consider avoidance as defined in §15370 of the CEQA 
;····-Guidelines when .significant cultural resources as defined by the CEQA GUidelines §15064.5 
I ~, (!:?Hc).(f)I' ,may· bE:! aff.ected by a proposed project. If so, Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines 
l-"-:Cl'efirres"a"signific:ant impact on the environment as Usubstantial," and Section 2183.2 which 
I ~. re.quir~5!·qo~ument~tion, data recovery of cultural resources. 
i._:':::-~::~':-.':":.:: -....:.. .1 

The 1992 Secretary of the Interiors Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
were revised so that they could be applied to all historic resource types included .in the National 
Register of Historic Places and including cultural landscapes. Also, federal Executive Orders 
Nos. 11593 (preservation of cultural environment), 13175 (coordination & consultation) and 
13007 (Sacred Sites) are helpful, supportive guides for Section 106 consultation. The 
aforementioned Secretary of the Interior's Standards include recommendations for all 'lead 
agencies' to consider the historic context of proposed projects and to wresearchn the cultural 
landscape that might include the 'area of potential effect.' 

Partnering with local tribes and interested Native American consulting parties,on the 
NAHC list, should be conducted in compliance with the requirements of federal NEPA (42 U.S.C 
4321-43351) and Section 106 4(f), Section 110 and (k) of the federal NHPA (16 U.S.C.470 et 
seq), Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (23 CFR n4); 36 CFR Part 
800.3 (f) (2) '& .5, the President's Council on Environmental Quality (CSQ,42 U.S.C 4371 et 
seq. and NAGPRA (25 U.S:C. 3001-3013) as appropriate. The 1992 Secretary of the Interiors 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties were revised so that they could be applied to 
all historic resource types included in the National Register of Historic Places and including 
cultura/landscapes. Also, federal Executive Orders Nos. 11593 (preservation of cultural 
environment), 13175 (coordination & consultation) and 13007 (Sacred Sites) are helpful, 
supportive guides for Section 106 consultation. The NAHC remains concerned about the 
limitations and methods employed for NHPA Section 106 Consultation. 

Also, California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, California Government Code 
§27491 and Health & Safety Code Section 7050:5 provide for provisions for accidentally 
discovered archeological resources during construction and mandate the processes to be 
followed in .the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a project location other 
than a 'dedicated cemetery', another important reason to have Native American Monitors on 
board with the project. 

To be effective, consultation on specific projects must be the result of an ongoing 
relationship between Native American tribes and lead agencies.. project proponents and their 

contractors, in the opinion of the NAHC. An excellent way to reinforce the relationship between 
a project and local tribes is to employ Native American Monitors in all phases of proposed 
projects including the planning phases. 

Confidentiality of "historic properties of religious and cultural significance" may also be 
protected under Section 304 of he NHPA or at the Secretary of the Interior discretion if not 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The Secretary may also be 

? 
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advised by the federal Indian Religious Freedom Act (cf. 42 U.S.C., 1996) in issuing a decision 
on whether or not to disclose items of religious and/or cultural significance identified in or near 
the APE and possibility threatened by proposed project activity, 

If you have any questions about this response to your request, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (916) 653- 51. 

~Y' 
Da~. 
Attachment: 

..., 

1 
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Native American Contacts
 

Kern County
 
June 13,_2012
 

Santa Rosa Rancheria 
Rueben Barrios, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 8 Tache 
Lemoore , CA 93245 Tachi 
(559) 924-1278 Yokut 
(559) 924-3583 Fax 

Tule River Indian Tribe 
Neil Peyron, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 589	 Yokuts 
Porterville . CA 93258 
chairman@tulerivertribe-nsn. 
(559) 781-4271 
(559) 781-4610 FAX 

Ron Wermuth 
P.O. Box 168 Tubatulabal 
Kernville CA 93238 KawaiisuI 

warmoose@earthlink.net	 Koso 
Yokuts(760) 376-4240 - Home 

(916) 717-1176 - Cell 

Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians 
Delia Dominguez, Chairperson 
115 Radio Street Yow]umne 
Bakersfield , CA 93305 Kitanemuk 
deedominguez@jlJno.com 
(626) 339-6785 

his list is current only as of the date of this documtml 

Tejon Indian Tribe
 
Katherine Montes- Morgan, Chairperson
 
22344th Street Yowlumne
 
Wasco , CA 93280 Kitanemuk
 
kmorgan@ bak. rr.comKawaiisu
 
661-758-2303
 

Kawaiisu Tribe of Tejon Reservation 
David Laughinghorse Robinson 
PO Box 1547 Kawaiisu 
Kernville ,CA 93238 
(661) 664~3098 - work 
(661) 664-7747 - home 
horse.robinson @gmail.com 

Kern Valley Indian Council 
Julie Turner, Secretary 
P.O. Box 1010 Southern Paiute 
Lake Isabella, CA 93240 Kawaiisu 
(661) 366-0497	 Tubatulabal 
(661) 340-0032 - cell Koso 

Yokuts 

Kern Valley Indian Council 
Robert Robinson, Co-Chairperson 
P.O. Box 401 Tubatulabal 
Weldon ,CA 93283 Kawaiisu 
brobinson@jwvisp.com Koso 
(760) 378-4575 (Home)	 Yokuts 
(760) 549-2131 (Work) 

istribution of this list dCXlS not relieve any p8n10n of the statutory responsibility as defined In Section 7060.5 of the Health and S<lfety COde, 
!letlon 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Soction 6097.98 of the Public Resources Code. 

lis list is applicable for contacting local Native Americans with regard to cultural re:i!ources for the proposedTelecommunications Facility. 
~drogen Energy California Project (HECA) located in Kern County, Callfomia for which a Sacred Lands File search ande Native American Contacts 
It were requested.. 



I{lj 00506/ ... 3/2012 11:06 FAX 916 657 5390 NARC 

Native American Contacts 
Kern County
 

June 13, 2012
 

Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
Dr. Donna Begay, Tribal Chairwoman 
P.O. Box 226 Tubatulabal 
Lake Isabella, CA 93240 
drbegay@aol.com 
(760) 379-4590 
(760) 379-4592 FAX 

Santa Rosa Tachi Rancheria 
Lalo Franco, Cultural Coordinator 
P.O. Box 8 Tachi 
Lemoore CA 93245 TacheI 

(559) 924-1278 - Ext. 5 Yokut 
(559) 924-3583 - FAX 

"his li!ilt is eurront only as of the date of this document. 

)Istrlbution of this list does not relieve any person of the statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Iiealth and Safety COde, 
;ection 6097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public: Resources Code. 

'his list is applicable for contactil\g local Native Americans with regard to cultural resources for the prvposedTelecommunlcatlons Facility, 
iydrogen Energy Colifornia Pmject (HECA) loc:ated In Kern County, California for which II. Sacred Lands File search ande Native American Contacts 
1st were requested•. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

Kern Valley Indian Council
 
Robert Robinson, Co-Chairperson
 
P.O. Box 401
 
Weldon, CA 93283
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Mr. Robinson, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Comrrrission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recov~ry (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizerand other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 Asa possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 for st6rage:arhQ~EOR'in(ttfe:'oiFfield.the operatioh would 
require new roads, buried ahd1aoQve-gr0t:Jh"cFpipelinesiiand; ihjeClifurLweHls. 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certification presented four alter:nati~ejpmject 

sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
ur;JderrGEQA"as:well as intersectior;tjmprovements"iFltended;to,a)le~iate,traffic 
.irti!~,pcts. 

":';,f' ,.... :/}~~':.. '. 'r' '""',>;" ,''-,\' .. - -\!"' ~:\.!~Jr,:,/Ii: •.~ 

These R[0jectcompone.t;lts, a,p(tpl~e,m,atiy~~ are d,~pl,qt~,9. PD thetwp;~~gstJ,edJigures. 
.' " \. >~	 ~ , , . ".' I.' 

OvertHe cahling m0l1ths~:Jt:ie'~E~i~[g2iQ6bifhiS~I#~'\%lil'~t>e~'Hpl~Hil,g'B)nbQ)her;of!pu~lic 
workshops .cNkf-h~afi~{fst~!h~tff~~(!~'~bP~~~ii~f6ta\er~P,n;i~~{Wh~tR~(;tf,}e~pr&po~'e~f~F0Je~t'} c, ." 
shouId.'be 'approvea~fof'cohstfuJcti8n'"an~d)dperatioii' ahd[urider''*'h'af!set1ofconalii6ns; 
These workshops andch'ea'hng's wli(providetthepublic and triBal o'rganizations, as well as 
local, statEi ;~h(jtfea~r~I;'age"mCles: ItHeLopp6'rturilty7t6 'askqUesHons 'aBoul' and'prdvide ihput 
on, the proposed projEIcfl'he Energy Commission will issue notices for these workshops 
and 'hear!Qg,sl,~t le?lstJ,Q q?¥~·4),ri9qqc~h~1rT1e~tir,)g., 'v, .;, '" 

"'",l :".;'_t,Y.; i	 :,; ,:j F~ ',',1,. ~j ,t·~ to"'. ~,., ::}. ':.' " . ~ 

To view 'a GoP¥,9Ltl:l~ Amel;'ld~d, ~pplicatipliI>.f0fJP§r.ti;f:icCitior;l ..~'ldrfir;Jd ·mo~~,inforrnation 

ab"o'uM,~~ {,RJ8j§9!}~.nqJ Pr,09~,~d,i.~g,~,AIPJ~fl,~~ 1;~i~,it'f!B~iiR[qj§SJa~~R~!t~:v \/\:,3, 1::1 ""," 

http://www.energy~ca!!!Iov/sitingGases7h¥Qroqen.ener;gylindex.htrol.JtY0~:-wanUo.be 

notifi)~~,\l:>M:~-:-ll'lail,wl:1~~e,V§G:9:public)rn,e~tiqg:\iJs,s~l;l.edul~d)orar:dqql;J!11~.9~ is.,pqsteJi-to the 
project website, you. Hm si@n up :for the project list server ontl:.le main web page. Public 
no.tiG:es canal$o b~ senf:ito you.by\.maihatyour,r.equest.,SbouldtheCour:lcii request, 
Energy Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the 
Council may wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy Commission 'staff welcomes your comments: orquestions.lfyou have' 
concerns regar.din@jrnpactsof,the HECA project ofl;resources.lol·concern)to the:Cmmcil, 
please;cot<ltact7fihomas><Gates at~{9,1,6') ..654-5<il08,;qFax:{91'61"65~,";8868; (or 
thomas'.gates@energy.ca.gov. 

tf Eric Knight, Manager 
(\ Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Area, Mpp 
Alternatives Map 



cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

Tule River Indian Tribe
 
Chairperson Neil Peyron
 
P.O. Box 589
 
Porterville, CA 93258
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Honorable Chairperson Peyron, 

Your name was proVided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with al1 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 for storage al7ld"EORintheoiL field. The Qperation would 
require new roads, buried and\above-gro~nd;pil1>elines,car:ldtilTljeGtionwells, 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certification pre~el'lted fo.l,Jr9Jt,~rnativ:e.proj~ct 

sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the proj'ect required 
uqq~r,CEQA"as:W~1I as. intersection impw\lemel'lts inteflded.to alleviate traffic 
ili1tlp'~q!s. .''-,. , '. c' ,_ 

Th~s'e :Prdj~~(c'c;mponents and,' alt~:matjV~s a~~ d~r;>iqteq ,()n'tREU~O l~tt.*\~~~e9JfgUre,s. 

Over:tfl'e 'C'(?>ming' months::the'·En~rgyl(),6nl ~is's'if)nrWill;:pe;A()I'EJi'qg:'a<HHri]b:edWi5Delie .' .' 
workshops cina~he~iH~gsj0A~.t~refpfb'p0;;saWf0;i~~i~~frffiiAe:wtiietn"eritff&~~·r@1I3oseu;Pf0ject)~':· 
should b'e 'a:pp'r'ove'Cl'for consfrudi6h-arla'operafiCiri'anCl itJri'der'wh'a11seff0f:cdnditi0ns~' 
These workshops andhea'rings will pr()~id~ithe pu15fiC aridtri6es, as'w~lI;a's"locai,'state 
and federaF'a~ie'ncies~;:the<d'PP'6rftiMitYoItb~ask~qdesH0n's aoo'l!Jf;"arld;proviEle i'fipLifdn; 'the 
proposed project. The Eriergy Commissio'n will issue notices for these workshops and 
hear:iqgs."atl;e.C,lstlO dia,y,~',!?Ei9r to,Jb~'.ffiy~tiQ.\gi· 

" ';L".i,,-,~;· ,>' ":'.;' \.~,~\:;,,;(,i ,: :"1:':, ,~:};:-·,··,(;'('t~,; "'):"1\·' :lt~" ,(,' \-'J .r:;l,~L..i', .. iiir"t::",<, ,'/. '~'.;!)i'- ," \ 'f" :." 

To vie~:~ pOp'y,pf th.e Amer;lQectApplic.a~i9r;L for,.q~.~j~ipq~iiqQ:)~np,,~i.riqmp.~~ infor:rngtion 

aqq}J~:1m~(~~2j~~h~~9jP(PP~~,~!9~~I,!pl,#~~\~k'1i~Jt~~h~?Hfq~~fi{?~~R~~!~\f\n8~1::3 9f1T';. j j, :, ." 
http://www.energy:ca:gov/sltl[lgcaseslhydrogeneoerg:yZInQex.html~<!t_y.~Y·Y.{aq.tJ9. ,D,~. ;" 
notiJ~~,Q\~~;~ip],~il wl;leoev~r) ?,~pLJ,qliG. rilJ.ee.ting)is~ ~:~I;1~~~uleq; pr:,~~9qS~m~nt i,~\~8Eite¢(jQ, t~e 
projesLY'~"~~.!t~~yPu cc:m si,~n ul?}9:r the project list s~.rver on th~ ~airi 'Neb pa~e. PUbl~c. 
notices cal} also be s.er-it--to you hy mail,at.y,ourrequest. .Should the Tribe request, Energy 
Commissi6'n staff wili arrange for a separate' meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy C~mmissiol'l·staffwelcomes your commer:lts, or questions; If you.l:lave . 
concerns>r:egar;dil:'lg,impact~,of:·th,~:·HECApf0jeGt Pi} r:es0,LJ[C!~S.lO~Cor:l§~m)to tl;1eTribe, 
please,cor:ltae!c,:;m'lOmasoGCites ah(9,1€31,.654-SG08,;,Fax:.(91,€3)'651.,.8868; ,Qr 
thomas:gates@energy.ca;gov. 

S1~~MuL 
~ ( Eric Kr:light~ Manager 

\ \4 Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Ar~C3 ty1ap 
AherhcHives Map 

mailto:thomas:gates@energy.ca;gov


cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

The Tachi Yokut Tribe, Santa Rosa Rancheria
 
Lalo Franco, Director of Cultural & Historic Preservation
 
P.O. Box 8
 
Lemoore, CA 93245
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN -ENERGY CALIFORNIA PRO..IECT
 

Dear Mr. Franco, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 for storage and\EORin the oil field. lhe operation would 
require new roads, buried anG,aboVe-grO'l5ind:pipelines; j'afld injection' wells,. 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certification presented four altemative. project 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
uQder,CEQA,.as:well.;:is ir:ltersection improv.elllents.intendedto .alleviate .traffic 

:::j~ppcts. 
,.,;~ , .--.. , ."".",,\, ,"' "-, . ;' ., , '	 ~~., ' .. " 't _,', ~ 

These project c?mponeots andaltema~ives ar~ q~p,icted ,on t~e .two ,att~9,~e~.Jfgu[~,s .. 

Over:fhe reaming'm0fllhs: 'the iEnergyJGOrrlh1issiqrl 'wi lI\be1110lsinigi:a~Hb iTi'ber'of-pubIit 
workshops a"'R;cf;ne~'ringsi6nt:tfiE{1'Pr01:i0gaF(t6:;eei~'rm;n~e;;wf.l(3lnei~~n:~;r~rO'~b~ecP'projecfjJ 
shouId:l5e 'a'ppfovet.f;fOrconstfuCtio'ffan.d'Qperafioh'a_r,id 'urid,~r:wtfat ;:sef:of'conaifi0rls. 
These workshop's and' hea'ririgs willt'prd~ide"the punlic and tribes,'8s;well as' 'local, state 
and feder~i1:;agehcies,'':tfle':;0pparturilfy.ito'ask;:~l:ie'stior1'sabol~ICand 'p"f0\§j(:H:~ input 'on; 'the 
proposed project. The 'Energy Commission will issue notices for these workshops and 
heariQgs_'1~~<;least 10 days. prior to th~ me~tin.g. 

, . i,-, :"'l:., <,~, ; . ~ ,cl<LJ\j " " _.' }; ..' "~;, :, ,', 

To vie~a 'cop~~of, tbe.jAlller;Jd~c.1 A~I?'iS~!tip,QJp~'iq,~,'iti,~iF~!i,q~;t\9P,8/i:r;1p:,!;T.IQr.yinfo~!1wtion,. 
aQP~ut~ith~'fr::m:ijeGt:C!nd.,P'roc~e.d,iqg§,~J?J~as.e.;,;",i,sitJl;H:~liPr.qjem~~e,b~ite:, .':",."'1~":; o,.r; ~ , i:', . 

..4'. ~.' \ ~--.}", 1~"~' ~:"'""-',' ,.:;J'\'_~~", .. fL .....j .,}, •.J 'f ~, i"1" a "",,;.'Fd"'(f' .,)i~,,-'(t'r· ';t~tr~,"\"",""":: L\;.-\\... : ",N' ..._:t,.~~ '.• ~'~ .:'to •••~~,~ ...\;I .. ;,~~;..t- ~ \' J •• ·.'tt.......' <... t {.~_,,- <........ .,....- \ ..' >.1._ ,',.
 

http://www..energ:y:ca:gOY/sltlmgcaseslhydr.ogen.. ener:gyilnGlex.html".lf.y<!?LJ.~antrt9·qe 

notiJi~8\q~",;~\!]lCjli!(~b:~~\e.;xiill~::PH9!i~:,:~~,~ti r:l,g:J~ .~'cb;e..du leq)Qfl ,Cl;:GlQPUrne,Qt' i~,~8qsted\,t0 the 
project~wepsite" you c(3~,.si.grl.upJcntheJ?r:ojectlist server on the main web page. Public 
notices'car,,~als6.'be s.erif':t6 you ..bimarl.at your request. ShouldJbe Tribe request, Energy 
Commission st'aff' will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy Commission staff welcomes your commemts or questior:ls. If you have 
concerns regarding Jr:nli>actsi,of,th@·I:::IECA,pnoject om resour:ces.i.Qf:concem,tQ theTribe, 
please,coPitactlihormas,Gates at;(9;1Ie1,654-§QQS;,:Fax:{91,6)"65~'-S86Si;0r 

thomas,gates@energy,ca.gov. 

d=,L(5~~k 
r;/ Enc Knight, Manager iV\ Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures: Area MClP , 
Alt~rnatrves 'Map 



cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21, 2012 

Tejon Indian Tribe 
Chairperson Katherine Montes-Morgan 
2234 4th Street 
Wasco, CA 93280 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Honorable Chairperson Montes-Morgan, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community ofHuttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site, 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 for storage and: EOR intheoirfield. The operation would 
require new roads, buried arid'abeve"'§jr:ol:.lr::lGhDipe'liries,tahdinjebtion wells. 

Additionally, HECA's application for certificptionpresented Jour alternative project 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
ur:tder CEQA, as well as intersectionimprovernentsirntended to alleviate traffic 
impacts. 

These pr0j~bt~omponents and alternatives are depicte5;lon the, two ~ft~c:h~dfJgures. 

Over thecoTi~grT1(m!q~,the.~nergy ~()lTIlJliss,i~~will,,?e{'~c:>,le,ir:1~:,~,iB~@!b~r?f,l~Uh>.li~ 
workshops aEd;'he~rings~on;tn~'ipr6posal,tt6~aetermirie'Wt1etn~t~t~e~:pr0posed~;'p'rdJeCt 
shouldbeapproved"fo'r'conMruction'arid' operation' a.ndunderwhafseFhfcdhditions. 
These work'shops and hearings will provide the public ancHribes, as well as local, state 
and federi:Wag~'hCfes::1ihe)8p~ortl.iriiWtoasKqLlestibfis'a'86uf and' proVide input on, the 
proposed project. The\Energy Commission will issue notices for these workshops and 
hearir:lgs,aLleC,lst ,10 qays,prior,tq.tt;le,r:ue~ti'1g. 

To view a ,copy of th~ Amende<I1 Application Jor, ¢ertificati~n:,9,r::l.dJir.,d ..mQreiniormation 
abo,ut;the:p[<;>j~QtaJ1 Q: PfiQS§~:U:ti Ijlg~ i lRI)Y:9§\~{~i~,itJ~~aRr9j§lEt,;~¥;giity:../ U,"~'lr; 
http://www.energy:cai.@ov/sitir:1gcas.es/bydr:o§er:1 !energy/index..btml. If¥ou want to be ' 
notifie,q,b,yedl'!ailwhenever apublicmeetir:lg is sche0L*~d ,0radoGum~nt is posted to the 
project website, yow can sign up for the project list server on the main web page. Public 
notices can all)o ,bes.erttAo you by mail at your requesL Should the Tribe request, Energy 
Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy Comrnission'staffwelcomes your comments or qwestions. If you have 
concerns regar<I1il1lg,impacts,of:the,h1ECAproject on resowrces, of comcem to the Tribe, 
please contact TirnorrnasrGates !at{91'6)f654"5008;,,~ax: (91,6) ,651-8868; or 
thomas·'9ates@energy:ca:gov. 

Sinc~~ ~~MLdKnight, Manager 
Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Area Map 
Alternatives Map 

l 

mailto:lTIlJliss,i~~will,,?e{'~c:>,le,ir:1~:,~,iB~@!b~r?f,l~Uh>.li


cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA Et\IERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21, 2012 

The Tachi Yokut Tribe, Santa Rosa Rancheria
 
Chairperson Ruben Barrios
 
P.O. Box 8
 
Lemoore, CA 93245
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALlFORt\IIA PROJECT
 

Dear Honorable Chairperson Barrios, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State 'Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processh'g. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 fo(stbrage'and~EORinthe'oirfield. Theiop'erationwould 
require new roads, buried ahd'ab6Ve-§IiO~frc.iQ:';-~ipelir;'es\'C:fhe·ihjeGtic)'hWells. 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certification pr~ser:1teoifour,ql.~emative,project 

sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
LJlilder..c:;'EQA,as:well,as,ililter;section .impro:verments ,irntendeo!,toalleviateAraffic 
irm,pac~s. .:.. .,' 

\1 ! I l ", '}.' "'\' , ' • ~. , " ' !. ", , \ e' .-,', \ \ . '\ ./' _., :,'-I,' ~ 

These pr;0jecLcomponel;1ts and. al~ernCltlv:es are d,e,pi<;;t~~,. on thej~9,qtta~hed_fi9.l,If~,s. 
,	 .'. " ,"', , .i' ': '.- , i"' 

.......... ,"" ,\ ~,' , ~ '\, . • ,,'(··'./,r···>.'··· ..··..·· ,j.1." r . "I~~-" Y'~"'~~ "_.r ,r-'\ "-'>~,._.' :'-' .>,....... ~. "..... ' " • ,< ,{",*.. , . 

Over'tlie"cb'rning '!loriths,JheiEQ~er:gy::GOinmis$,ipn:wi.lI~be~ hdldio.~i~a::titlQjDer6f!pCih>lic-, . 
workshops a'n(#hearingstlQ:nltR"e(p~i:o'¢0~:~T{offCiet~rlt1iA~~Wnetner'ttIlE?~~'rl1p~0~effi~pr0ject:'f' ,t:(. 
should:'be;'?ppr,dve(:Ff6econstru'ctiOi+'an,d'Qpe'ratioh~~nd~under·what;setof-coh(jltions. 
Theseworlfs'hops 'and 'hearings wilrpn)vid~'the'puDiicahd tribes.; 'as: well asloca(' state 
and feder~IJ~geh8i'E3'~f,;:{h~;opporiUfflHy:tb3a~k>qbfjsHO'nsiaB86( i!and "pr0vicl'e iii'p'Jt on, the 
proposed project. Th'e'Ene'tgy CommissidR\AtilfisslJe' ndtiEe'sfor these workshops and 
heariAgsiatJ~<:,ist)O qays':PEj@r;,1o}tb~H1l1e~tiQg.. " . ,I 

,- . ),le,'~ .~ " ) :,.;!r.:·;.i~.",,{.~.; ~.'\ ,L; "Jilt.., ) \.: :\.:i.(t>,'\ ,i" ,.):.) ,'" . :C:)~,tJ"")_':!:::'~_ e,•••:' 

To view;a,co~¥of the Ar:nende.Q Application .~~LCert!fi~piqr,l)p,r:J~~:n.~d,f.Tlor.e:inforrilation 

a Q<{>iu,t;1t@,e.f'~,~~J.XP~C!Qql pnqS~~9,199~j1J8!~\~:§~BW,~lt~l~~~il?l9J~Bb'tY:~;g\~!~ :v01Bf1::1 )iIi ./ _'.i " 
http://www;energy;ca~@ov/sitingcaseslhydroQ1el) .. lener:Qy/index.htmLJf:-¥ouwag.Up.be. 
notifi~~\iQ-¥:~iEJ3:li,I::~Re.n~~~!i,-~tP~p! i,<;; 1rr1eeti Ilg~ i~tSchE3Glu le~..or, ;9';dq94rrl1~,'Q~ i~\PQste.~)o the 
projechwe,bsite,'Y9u, carl;sj9r;JrUp.:for the ,project list server on the rnafn web' pa~e. Public 
n0tice~ 'cap,. ~1~o:.he-,;s~n1-'.tO,y'ou ..6irmail.-at your: request.. Sbould',tbe, Tribe request, -Energy 
Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy Commission';:staff,welcornes your comments or questions. If you have 
concerl7lsregard ingdrnpacts.0ftlile:HEG.4<JPr:oj~,Gt ,on-,resour:ceSfof-concerrnl-to the: E'rnibe, 
piease:col7ltact·:iFhorr.las.Gates at;;~91i6}654..i§O@8;;""f,ax:,)~9H3r65~,,.886a;(or " 
thomas'.gjates@enertgY·lca.'gjov. 

A:~~)~~L 
Eric Knight, Manager 
Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures: Arep Map
~ .. _• , :' ~ ; f 

Alternatives Map 

mailto:Q<{>iu,t;1t@,e.f'~,~~J.XP~C!Qql


cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

Kern Valley Indian Council
 
Julie Turner, Secretary
 
P.O. Box 1010
 
Lake Isabella, CA 93240
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear IVIs. Turner, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15,2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCe) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2from the' Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured C02 forstorageand' EOR\ilil·tli-e:bWfield;'·l:he 'operatiOn 'would 
require new roads, buried and:a60ve-Gr6ilirlcifpipelinesi'a'i:ldTiljeCti0n:welis .. 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certification presented four alternative project 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
l:llilderrCEQA;·as~welhas!ililtersecti0r'himprovements,iAtenEledt0alle~iate!traffic 
in:n:>apts.	 "j' 

'. '! .C~ "~r) ·3(";-;. ' . , "-" ,	 I, ';' C', '._ 0 • ", t 

These pr:0ject"(;omponer;lts and altemativ:es ar:~, d~,p';ict~_c:i!\pr,l t!le,.~pf~!t~Rre.d,.,fjgur:es. 

Over the 'COW~r9()m~;~lt~i~;;f~!~i~:~~~~',g~:~~2~!,~;~\'~'~i!g~g:~rHj~,~;,,~,~~QJ,?'~~~~:-n~:~,~i~~gt~'~~!I~,,!.,,
workshops. ane'heanI'lgs,:'pn ,tli~ "pmpO'sa1"tore.teterp1IAe whetnerthe:;prqp0sea'~p>roJ~ct'' 
should be iapprovedf6rcQn~thittiorj":a:n:d~p~peration!and'underwh~t: sEWof=conditibns. 

~ ',ji'(~ '""' .. i·.··").\" ',' "._ 1_~:~~~ , " . '~''''....., i" to. ,," , 

These workshops and' nearings will prOVide the public and tribal o'rganizations, as well as 
- ... ;'- i ""_' "l.tY~:<',;"l ,'....\.;;,:... _~:-~ ·""1i.-'"'~"1"· l...·d" ·~-~,.',::'-,-.·:L ~ I" ," I! "';-!'f-"--l"\ .£" \' .< ,'_ ~ 

local, statean'd'fed€lral'-ag~r'ties, 'the-dpportUhitytb ask questionsabdat,'jaha\prdvide input 
on, the proposed prdj~cl th~ Er,~rgy Cc;mmission will issue notices for these workshops 
and,hearein0s"at l~ast,~;Q d.cws\l?ri9!JE>!,'t@(3jm~~til\lg~ " . ,J' ,:t' 

., 1\',"),)(i\..J' '.J.t ;,11 dj:{,~,:)._ ;,: )\~:;I.",l ",' 

To view;a·'coP¥' of tlw ,AmendeQ ARPlic~ti0n ,f0~l~.ert!ficc:l~iQn.;ar:JGrfiAd, 181Qr:ednfQ~r:qation 

ab0uti:1tb.e;;R.r;9j~~tq q9;pnq~gy.d,i!\l0.?'ijP,kE?,~~s~;:¥i,~it4be,iPr<;>j§£t~~w~.,~mt~ \ ;~: l ~Sf~:i ::: i":: .. i .J.; !,. 
http://WMIW:HrJergy:ca\@0:1f/.sitingcases/l7lydro@en;tenerf:.lvtindex·.htrnl •. I(.y.0w.War1t.:fo •. be. 
notifie~,b~:;eT'[Qail·wheney\e~,~rpu bIiCiir!ne~ti ngo' iSiScheduleq~or: ;a~dQcurnelilt ·is\pqst~dto the 
project?website;, yOl;l can SigA· up for the project list senver,on the:main web page, Public 
noticesGan,also,beisenbto fyou"bymail' at yourr;eC1uest., Should ,the, CounciL request, 
Energy COl11mission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the 
Council may wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy Commission ,staff welcoliTles your comments or·questions. Ifyou have 
concerns-re§larding.drnpacts:0ttl;reHEOAproject ,on)reSOtlr:ceSi6f-concermJto the, 00UnciI, 
plea·se:,c0riltact2~1i10masIGatesat,.(:9H31r654.!§008;~F.ax:!'(91,6J"·65~,:.8868:;ror .~. 

thomas:gates@emergy.'ca.gov: 

Eric Knight, Manager 
Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Area. Map 
Alternatives Map 

mailto:http://WMIW:HrJergy:ca\@0:1f/.sitingcases/l7lydro@en;tenerf:.lvtindex�.htrnl�


cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA Et\IERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21, 2012 

Kawaiisu Tribe of the Tejon Indian Reservation 
Chairman David Laughing Horse Robinson 
P.O. Box 1547
 
Kernville, CA 93238
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PRO"IECT
 

DearHonorable Chairman Robinson, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a poWer plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the1:'Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for process"frig. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2for'stbra'ge:and' EOR\in::the=bil'fieldtT:he 'op'eraticin would 
require new roads, buriedandJa'b'0\/e-f::lridGJ'IiiQfpip'elirie§;;;;a~i;I'EHi1jecti0ri;Wells. 

Additionally, HECA's application for certification pr~selilted .four-altem9tive,project 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 

"Um.der-CEQA;'9s:.welLas.ililtersectiolil,ilT)prolVements ,irntende(:hto-,aIlelViatertrqffic 
!'irT:lI~aGts., . ",. ;:, .' -, '; ',- .t· 

- .;~.)-! ~;·,,·,."T,::\ ~y.r;: \. ." '(' \:'~ ." " .(' " " ,', :. '. 
These pr:<qjebt~~~poner;lts~I:!~j,alterqati.y,~,sar:~ de.pJGt~(:tOt;l;tbe,~9~tt~~bedJigp~esi 

over'iile~caming 'riodtlil's;the"E6ergy:ib'b'm'mis~lQB;;NilhhE£;Kof~fQ,~P~i!1A"q'liTiIberof~pdj)IIG-
workshops ,,~'r1'a"~~~e'~ri~g~"'9'h~tHe1pf&p:~§a'f~&;~~~fe~~ih~~Wl1~th'erl,tHe~pf.b~Ose:d:.'p~Mj~j~tj!;:" 
should:Jbe'approXfetHor-6bnstrl'J1ctibr+a~,d;6:pe':9tionT ahCf"urid~r-whatis@(of-condrii6Hs:" . 
Thesework~hops' andchearings '11;11 pmVide"the,lp1l8iit' and)tl'ibEis~; !as~ well'!as"I()!c~'I; state 
and feder~l':aggncj'es,s't~Epa~pOrtUHlty·to~a:~It;que~tl(n,S;a1!D'ouf';iaMd'ipre'tllcfe'lrW5titiortCttle 

·''',.\i~:·'··A''-1'''<l.''''t!',,, \d'\"',~f-"V""-'''' ::,(,"~ hl"'''\.'':..~·'' ':" "'-,, ..... ?,'''''r:.fd ":"1,,'-:"", ',1"", "'··.~~1':":>Y'- :"\",:,.,..,;:,...~~,, :., 

proposed project. The'Energy Comniissidn will issue' rid'tices'fbr these'worl{shops and' 
hear:iflgS'i<;lt?I~9st_~:() gAys.,~R~!g~,1()}tb~!irp~~tir;}g., - ,-,;<),t',"-ih~(-J" "Ie J,-' ~r!( ; ,'," 

j"'-'~'	 ~)( 't~. ,'"i!':: -''':+~fi/ 6:1} ',~f~\~';\ l!jCO r)r:f; ..J;,~j:"i IJl [ ~)'~lt" \i,.•\';-..) ...'J', .~.} ... l;,';}G~)fiOq6 i''\ ·"i 

To viev,{;:9'·GP,I:>~l,Of;:tn~ Am~n~~«(~RPIiG9:ti.onJo~{G.~\r.tifi!C9tiq(JJ9 r:lq:find,~r:t'1o.Fe,:i nfonilation 
ap0iu.t~ull@§~!R~9,?1§lPt;f9R.Q" p~qS~~9J~9~§'HPJ~1?9.§\~fyi,~.itJ~~liRr9j§,~h~¥;E~~J;)~i.t~:'{W!l{-'tll:'.i ec:T ,1.; / i ,', '; 

http://wwMhel7lergY:·Ca•. !il0vl.sltlngcases/bydro@er.l·ienerQyl.lndex.t1tr;tlL..If.¥~u ..war:JUo.be 
notifi~@/,J~¥:,~;:,.rilIai 1'~'NI:1~A~P~~.~ ,~tP f;lpl iG,lr;TJ~~tjng~ is;s,checlul~di ,O,~ (9,;9qCUr:rH~r.lt ,isp'ost~_d.te the 
project:websit~,:~you.~al1tsigr:l\up,for-theproject,listser:ver on ,tmemain web page. Public 
n<:rtiGe~;~ai;;,.~1~0.;~~·,'sel'1~bi~,you -bY:l1i1ail~ai-your;.r;~Quest.. Sl:lould:the, Tribe, request, ;~ner.gy 
Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The Energy{~ommis'sionistaff!welcomesyour comments or questions. If you Iilave 
concerr1s-regarding~ir;npacts~ofAme:;bl60A:projeGt ,omr::esol:lfices'ofconcermito tne Tribe; 
pleaseCc0:mtact~lilomas,lGates 'at:~91r6?"65~-'5008; 1F.ax:,'('91f6J I65,1,-88€>8';r 0 r 
thor:nas:·gates@eriEHigy.'ca:@ev. 

A=L5~ 
(\."...	 Eric Kl'1i'ghl, Manager
 

Environmental Protection Office
 

Enclosures: Area, Map . 
'j" J • _ i.,;1 '. 

Alternatives Map 

l 
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cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians 
Chairperson Delia Dominguez
 
115 Radio Street
 
Bakersfield, CA 93305
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Honorable Chairperson Dominguez, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance toHECA underthe 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas,.and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCCelectrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-long 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) SWitching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 mi
 
northwest of the Project Site.
 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2from tne'PmjeGf 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2for storage and EOR inttie oiHield. The 'operation would 
require new roads, buried andab0ve"'QJrow",(:r~pipelines",'atil(jrinjecti0mWells: 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certificatiqncpn~s<~llt~@;f9.uF'1~!ternativeproject 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives 'analysis for the project required 
under.cEqA,(as'weJI,\asiinter.s~ct!pn ,impro.veRil~nts cimtende,dJo·allevi,ate.traffic 

:il'T1lJ1~.ac:ts.,.)(',':i -.J""",,1:;~'9f i. ,;.• ,	 ' '''''', 
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These proje~tcomp-o'hents and.alt~rr:lC~tiV~s are depi~ted 91) the two~9tt~ct1ed. flg1Jres. 
• -"j j f , ,., _ ," • ""~' ,'1 "" '. 

Over'1he'cdm ing months, ,the'En,ergy'GornrniS$!gQ'iwiIr~be~];lc5ldJ~:g~fa~Jn'liJ'@],t>'er; ;Qf!p'Cibli~' 
workshopsai1a;,h~eari Kgs%n;lthe'lp?6pasa'jfto:;aet'e'rmihe1wne'f~erktnte~~r15pOsee$p'rojectj i ", ." H, 
should'oe'apprbved'for con;strtJctiO~'·land;Q'peratlbn1'c!,na£i.lnq~r~hat;set:OlconaltiOi1s. 
These worKshbps'a'nd-hearings 'wllI'prdvide the"public' and "trib'e~'; ~a'swell'as local; state 
and fedefal;a~:j'endes'Pfi1e')'0~~ortU'flitylifdiia~K':'(li:J'estioHs'ia~0ut'faild"prC?)-Qi(je In~)'LJt on',lthe 
proposed project. the Energy Commissiorl'will issue n'olice's for these workshops and 
hearin.g?~?t:,!e.ast,10 d~~s_pf.i~LtOJJ1~Jl!1~E1tir:!9. '.' "f.',,":,-::',., t" 

'~' ~" ~ t .' q, ... <:'~. , ' "'~' '~ .., r<-; .,';" h ·;:~I~.), ,.:: '::>nf(~)\.t,(:",:.i..: '::,;" :.. d\t,_" :;,L")UG ~y.~ 

To vi~wa~cop,y Qf theAmended ApplicationJo~C~rtificat,on.ar:lq.~fir:lq,mQr~,~infpr,mfJtiq.n 

a8<?,Yt::jt~s~~~~gJep!/~R9Jp.no,C:·~~.~!I;l~~';1HI;y,~..?,,~,~i,~!tft~~,;P,!9J~'£~~\~'~I~t~:\'D'1~};;3 ',j L~ ,,;,'9f: T 
htlp://www.-Hr:lergy;ca,gov/sitindcases/hydro§en ,energy/index.htmL:'ltY9U.wanUo,b~, . 
notifJ~\~;:"Q¥~;~;;~.ai,b'N:peR~~~s,~~;:P~91~~,1rrn,y~tir:l'gi~scbeGluleGl\ Q~ ,a~dgcLJr:p~r:lt i~"post~~jo the 
projectlw~~.t;>~it~, ,;~9Y.~~~,~JfJn,YP,:fo~,~heJ~~oj~ctlist s.~rveT on t~,~;rn,ain lNe,l:>o p,ag~~ P,ublic 
notices c~rl ~lso.;be:~E3rihto,..yoF}~y·maiLat your r:equesL Sbould ,the 1ribe requ~~t, Ener.gy 
Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

)' j 

The Energy Oomrnission"staffwelcomes, your-comments or,qwestions. Ifyou ,have 
concerns.regar;:cling;j,lilTlJ)acts"Hf,t1ile:1HECA :proj~pt ,0n,reSOlJIiCe~,@f,coJlGer:liI;to the;;T;r;ibe, 
pleaseecoliltactt.iFli10roas·Gatesat ~916)t654..:50Q8;,Fax:,{91i6~'l65~-88~8;tor~' 

th0r.rnas;§ates@ener;gy.'ca.gov. 

~l5~~L 
~. / Eric Knight, Manager 
~ Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Area Map 
Alternatives Map 

mailto:certificatiqncpn~s<~llt~@;f9.uF'1~!ternativeproject


cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21, 2012 

Tubatulabals of Kern Valley
 
Tribal Chairwoman Dr. Donna Miranda-Begay
 
P.O. Box 226
 
Lake Isabella, CA 93240
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Honorable Chairwoman Miranda-Begay, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it producE!s multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, incl~ding a process water line that originates 14.4 mi 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the ProjeCt 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for prOc'ess'ing. 

•	 Use of the captured CO2' for sto'ra€}eancl'EOR"inthe:.oil'field.'The dpefration Would 
require new roads, buried andjabbve-groiliria:pipelines:;ancliiinJeCtiGlnwells. 

•	 Additionally, HECA's application for certific9.tion'J>resemteq,four,-alternatiYte .project 
sites that staff will consider in its alternatives analysis for the project required 
urndef,GEQA"as:well.as"ir;)ter:secti,Qr:l"imp~over;nents, intencl~d:to, aIleviate ,traffic 

,I, ~ jrmt~~cts.,	 ' ';" c, 

The~e-'8~0jes{:componentsan;~~'~lt~r~ati~es are depicted on,tbe.two ,a,ttC1,c~e.d,;~igur~Js. 

Overirie dotni9€}'~oht~~,.tre'~Er1E~'~gy.1Co~rnissiPh Vilill;'b~ iholaihga~curpher df!puDlr( ." 
workshops ar:ra;lh&aririgs+';o~r,~iie;p'fdp&S~I\~o,:B~iEfri-riine;!iWh~i~{~f~th\e~piMposetF,p;;0Je'Ct'~;· 
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should-be 'approved 'for'construct'(>n'''ana:,:op~rat,on'ano'"unaer'what'set'of'cond,t1ons:
These Work~h9psghd"hea<ri.'r1~s'A'ill"<prdvia~lthe~'pub\ficand:trib~'~,':as'~elr,as'Iobal;' state 
and federaeag~'ndgs;:Wn~~:O'RpbrtanltyJtot'a§ldfci~~ii'()nsabb:i:Jt;'~rid 'p'reViae I~putl.bn;,i'the 
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proposed project. The"Eriergy ComrTiissionwillissuenotices'for these workShops and 
hear:irngs"at¥~ast~~;O~,ays?:pr;i.~J,<!qjth~)t:!'te~tiD.g. ')' ',: ,i ',:,,,,, " .," ", >' ," 

~ ,:::-;;	 - (. :j\':"'')£; ~~l.(';f ··,t,if;", ;(_~'~) Ll;~- ~u\~ ... ,· .....l ,"jl~'E). ',-" j' ,.ljL-.;I;"'~.):~1 .J'~ :" 

To vie~.,a copy\ofthe Ar:neAcl~d A~plic.ati0r.1Jo.r,G,er.ti~i~atior;)::,~r:1QJir;)d.r:noreinforni,ation 
aqp.ut!~.~~.,~l?rr~J~£t"~,r;l.(:hRr;Pf~W~jQg~,,,PJ.~f3§'~ii¥:i§.it(!@~!lR_r;Qj@,ph,¥'~.~~it~:lP r I..' - " " 

http://www..eitier;gw;ca!gov/sitililgGases/.hvcjrogen.. er;le~gyf.inc!iex:.htr.nI.,lf.yol;J,-wat:1Lto .be 
notifi,,~q~tD:YJ>~t~?i!,:YVJ;J~,r;)ev~r. a.:pw.bliG~rp1.e§ti89js, scl;leduled)or1,g).d0.Gl\r:n~r:lt is.,postedJo the 
project~w~J:?~jtYj;You,can ,si~!1 up ,for the project list server-on, the,main web page. Public 
notices can,~ls0,ibeIl;ienbto ¥0u-tJy,mail.at-yourrequest. ,Snowld \the Tribe.request, Energy 
Commission staff will arrange for a separate meeting to discuss issues that the Tribe may 
wish to hold in confidence from the general public. 

The EnergyOommissi0n 'staff welcQmes your comments, or questions: ,If yow Iilave' 
concerns·re§ar:ding".lil7Ti1paGts::oMhe:H~CA·q)r:ojeGt om:r:es0urces)of"concemjto the:irribe, 
please~:CQAtacHnl:lomas,'Gatesat-~{gi1:6) 16354-50G)8;~Fax:)~91,63:)·651;-8868;'·0r " . 
thomasi.gates@energy:ca.gov: 

Sin~tS~~L 
Eric Knight, Manager 
Environmental Protection Office 

Enclosures:	 Ar:~a MRP, 
Alternatives Map 



cc:	 Energy Commission Dockets 
Thomas Gates, Cultural Resources 
Bob Worl, Project Manager 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 NINTH STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5512 
www.energy.ca.gov 

June 21,2012 

Ron Wermuth 
P.O. Box 168
 
Kernville, CA 93238
 

RE:	 PROPOSED NEW POWER PLANT IN KERN COUNTY
 
HYDROGEN ENERGY CALIFORNIA PROJECT
 

Dear Mr. Wermuth, 

Your name was provided to the California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) by 
the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in a letter dated June 15, 2012, as a 
representative of a Native American community who might be interested in the proposed 
construction and operation of a power plant and related facilities in Kern County. The 
proposed project is located near the community of Buttonwillow (see attached area and 
alternatives maps). Energy Commission staff understands that cultural resource 
consultants have contacted you on a number of occasions since 2008 concerning the 
proposed Hydrogen Energy California Project (HECA). As a result, you may have seen 
numerous project designs. This letter addresses the current project design and the 
attached exhibits depict the project location as well as project alternatives. 

The Energy Commission has jurisdiction over the proposed project and has received an 
amended application for certification to build and operate the power plant and related 
facilities. HECA is being proposed for development by HECA LLC, a subsidiary of SCS 
Energy LLC. The Energy Commission will be analyzing this project in coordination with the 
U.S. Department of Energy, which is providing funding assistance to HECA under the 
Clean Coal Power Initiative Round 3. The State of California Department of Conservation, 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, also has permitting authority over the 
injection and production wells used for the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) component of the 
proposed project. 

HECA is an Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC) electrical power plant with an 
integrated manufacturing complex that will produce fertilizer and other low-carbon 
nitrogen-based products. HECA uses solid feedstock-coal and petroleum coke-to 
produce clean hydrogen fuel. The hydrogen fuel is then used to generate electricity and 
produce other useful products. Because it produces multiple products, HECA is sometimes 
referred to as a "polygeneration" project. HECA consists of: 

•	 An IGCC electrical power plant on a 453-acre (ac) Project Site with a 653-ac control 
area surrounding the Project Site. 

•	 As a possible alternative to truck transport, HECA may build a 5-mile (mi)-Iong 
railroad spur between the Project Site and State Route 58. 

•	 A 3.5-mi-long electrical transmission line that will extend east from the Project Site 
to a new Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) switching station. 



•	 An 11-mi-long natural gas pipeline and interconnection with an existing PG&E line 
north of the Project Site. 

•	 Water supply pipelines, including a process water line that originates 14.4 nii 
northwest of the Project Site. 

•	 A carbon dioxide (C02 ) pipeline that would move captured CO2 from the~Project 
Site south to the Elk Hills Oil Field (EHOF or oil field) for processing. 

. , . .! ,,.{;-, ~j '/ - ",/ 'l .:~, <,~, ( 

•	 Use of the captured CO2 for st6ra~e aha ·E0H(inl the 6il'fieIGL'!fl'fe~6)perationwould 
require new roads, buried and above-ground pipelines, and injection wells. 

• Additionally, HECA's application for certification presented four alternative project 
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