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IEPR Lead Commissioner Workshop
Jobs and Renewable Energy in California
May 30, 2012 - 10:00 a.m.

AGENDA

Introduction
Suzanne Korosec, IEPR Lead

Opening Comments
Commissioner Carla Peterman, Lead Commissioner
Chair Robert Weisenmiller

Staff Presentation, Summarize Findings from Renewable Status and Issues Report
Suzanne Korosec, IEPR Lead

Special Guest Presentation

Patrick McGuire, Senior Business Development Specialist, Governor’s Office of Business and
Economic Development

Panel 1: Quantifying Jobs from Renewable Energy

The panel will discuss how many jobs have been created in California based on existing policies and programs, in
which sectors and where, and how many jobs may be created by 2020? Also, what would generate more jobs in all
aspects of the renewable energy “supply chain” from education & training; to product manufacturing, sales,
installation, maintenance and operation; and to project development, generation, transmission and ancillary
services?

Moderator: Pierre duVair, Ph.D., Energy Commission staff

Panelists:
Richard Morgenstern, Ph.D., Senior Fellow, Resources for the Future

Carol Zabin, Ph.D., Research Director, Center for Labor Research and Education, Institute for
Research on Labor and Employment, University of California, Berkeley; Co-Chair, Donald Vial
Center on Employment in the Green Economy, University of California, Berkeley

Rhonda Mills, Southern California Program Director, Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Technologies

Lynn Billman, Senior Analyst I, Market & Policy Impact Group, NREL
Marshall Goldberg, Owner, MRG & Associates
William Dean, Ph.D., Office of the Secretary, CalEPA



Questions to consider:
1. How do we define “jobs” and how do employment needs vary by technology?

2. How many, what types, and where have jobs been created in California by renewable energy
businesses?

3.  How many jobs, what types of jobs, and where do you expect jobs to be created by 20207

4. What are the factors that would lead to an increase or decrease in job projections? (e.g., the health
of the economy, out-of-state manufacturing incentives, global competition, and the effectiveness
and coordination of California job training programs with local economic development)

5. How would you recommend job creation be modeled or measured?

6. How will rising energy costs affect jobs and economic development? Possible job loss impacts? Any
particular sectors?

Public Comment

Lunch (approximately at 12:30 p.m.)

Panel 2: Job Training and Economic Development Programs: The Connection

This panel will discuss the effectiveness of current training programs and the benefits of coordination with local
economic development.

Moderator: Chris Graillat, Energy Commission staff

Panelists:
John Jaramillo, Dean, Applied Sciences and Business, College of the Desert

Javier Romero, Manager, California Workforce Investment Board

John Brauer, Executive Director, Workforce and Economic Development, California Labor
Federation

Nicole Capretz, Green Energy/Good Jobs Campaign Director, Environmental Health
Coalition/California Environmental Justice Alliance

Susan Wheeler, Coordinator of Education Relations, Sacramento Metropolitan Utility District
Lisa Paulo, Senior Analyst, California Public Utilities Commission

Evgeniya Lindstrom, Director, Center of Excellence at San Bernardino Community College
District

Raya Zion, Workforce Development Manager, Solar City
Questions to consider:

7. What skills are important to clean energy employers? Are there skills gaps, and, if so, how can we
address them?

8. Are workforce training program graduates finding jobs in renewable energy?

9. Are existing training programs preparing workers for the jobs of the future? What are the jobs of
the future?

10. How has ARRA helped develop a clean energy workforce? What are lessons learned?



11. What do you recommend to advance California’s job training in renewable energy? (e.g., What
ingredients comprise a successful jobs program?) What strategies can be employed to be sure that
training is matched to demand and local economic development?

12. The Energy Commission will be collaborating with the Public Utilities Commission on an investment
plan for the Energy Program Investment Charge (EPIC). How can the Energy Commission help
businesses, educators and the workforce community to build a well-qualified clean energy
workforce?

Panel 3: Local Economic Development with Renewable Energy: Case Studies and Lessons Learned

This panel will discuss how businesses have created jobs in California, and what challenges they face in doing so.
The panel also will identify effective strategies from other states.

Moderator: Larry Rillera, Energy Commission staff

Panelists:

Ben Foster, Vice President Operations, Optony, Inc. and Board Member, Joint Venture Silicon
Valley

Glenn Reynolds, President, Gossamer Innovations

Bill Gallegos, Executive Director, Communities for a Better Environment

Lew Milford, President, Clean Energy Group, and Founder, Clean Energy States Alliance
Melinda Brown, Director of Business Development, Kern Economic Development Corporation
Mark Tholke, Vice President Origination - Southwest Region, enXco

Kim Carr, Sustainable Initiative Coordinator, Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Dorothy Korber, Principal Consultant, Senate Office of Oversight and Outcomes

Questions to consider:

13. What are California’s competitive advantages and disadvantages in the creation of permanent jobs
related to renewable energy development?

14. How do project developers/manufacturers make choices about their supply chains?
a. From where are renewable energy equipment suppliers buying components and why?

b. What roles do California companies play in existing supply chains related to renewable
development, and where are opportunities for expansion?

15. What noteworthy policies, strategies and programs are other states employing to facilitate growth
of renewable energy supply chains that may have merit for California?

16. What opportunities are there to leverage renewable energy development as an economic
development tool in disadvantaged and/or environmental justice communities?

Public Comments

Adjourn (approximately at 5:00 p.m.)
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