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February 27, 2012

Siting Committee

Raoul Renaud, Hearing Officer
Eric Solorio, Project Manager
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-15
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Quail Brush Generation Project (11-AFC-03)
Initial Response to Staff’s Data Requests, 1 through 58

Dear Members of the Siting Committee and Mr. Solorio:

In response to the California Energy Commission Staff’s Data Requests, 1 through 58, dated
February 7, 2012, Quail Brush Generation Project (Quail Brush) is requesting additional time to
respond or explaining why Quail Brush is unable to respond to the following data requests
pursuant to Section 1716(f) of the CEC’s regulations: Requests 2, 3, 16, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27,
29, 30, 37, 38, 40, 43, and 58. Each of these Data Requests are itemized below along with a
short description of the reasons for the inability to provide the information at this time.

Specific Data Requests and Reasons for Inability to Provide Responses Within 20 Days

2. Tabulated list showing expected emissions and Emission Reduction Credits. Quail Brush will
be unable to provide this tabulated list on March 8, 2012. Quail Brush is not required to
acquire ERCs for air quality permitting purposes (i.e. an Authority to Construct) because it is not
a major source of air emissions under SDAPCD rules. However, Quail Brush is in the process of
determining the types and amounts of emissions mitigation that will be employed as part of
this project. To the extent that ERCs will be acquired as part of any mitigation package, Quail
Brush will be working with a qualified ERC broker/consultant to develop an overall mitigation
plan. Quail Brush looks forward to working with CEC Staff to determine the appropriate level of
mitigation and the development of a plan to meet those requirements.

With respect to the expected emissions, Appendix F.1 of the AFC provides emissions
calculations and support data, and the total facility emissions are presented in the AFC Air
Quality Section, Table 4.7-9. Quail Brush expects to be able to provide ERC, mitigation
information and any updated table of expected emissions by May 15, 2012.

3. Proposed CEQA mitigation for non-attainment pollutants and precursor emissions. Quail
Brush will be unable to provide this information on March 8, 2012. As discussed in response to
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Data Request number 2 above, Quail Brush is still in the process of developing an overall air
emissions mitigation plan and will be reviewing that plan with CEC Staff. Quail Brush expects to
be able to provide this information by May 15, 2012.

16. List of appropriate projects from APCD to be included in the cumulative modeling analysis.
Quail Brush will be unable to provide this list on March 8, 2012. On December 22, 2011, Quail
Brush requested from SDAPCD a list of sources for the CEC cumulative analysis. Quail Brush has
continued to follow-up with SDAPCD regarding the status of this list. Once SDAPCD supplies the
cumulative project list for the CEC analysis, Quail Brush and its consulting staff intend to meet
with the CEC Staff to confirm the appropriate scope of the list and obtain approval to move
forward with the cumulative impacts analysis. In addition, Quail Brush has acquired a full
version of the CARB CEIDARS emission inventory for San Diego County, which may be used to
supplement the list that the SDAPCD will provide. Because production of this list is dependent
on the SCAPCD, Quail Brush is uncertain when we will be able to provide the list to the CEC.
Quail Brush will provide the CEC with updates of the status of this list when further information
becomes available.

17. Cumulative modeling analysis. Quail Brush will be unable to provide this analysis on
March 8, 2012. As discussed above, Quail Brush is working with SDAPCD to compile a list of
sources, (referenced in Data Request #16), which is necessary to perform the cumulative
modeling analysis. Once the list is finalized, the modeling will take two to four weeks to
complete the CEC cumulative analysis, at which time Quail Brush will docket the analysis with
the CEC.

18. Re-model the worst-case 24-hour PM10/PM2.5 impacts. Quail Brush will be unable to
provide this analysis on March 8, 2012. Quail Brush is in the process of scheduling a call with
CEC Staff to resolve whether more modeling is needed. If re-modeling is needed, it will take
approximately 45 days to complete the analysis. Quail Brush expects to be able to provide this
information by April 20, 2012.

22. Total amount of nitrogen deposition. Quail Brush will be unable to provide this information
on March 8, 2012. Quail Brush is in the process of conducting spring biological surveys, which
are expected to be completed by the end of May 2012. Quail Brush cannot calculate nitrogen
deposition until after the spring biological surveys are complete. Quail Brush expects to be able
to provide this information by July 2, 2012.

23. Isopleths graphic over USG 7.5 minute maps. Quail Brush will be unable to provide this
information on March 8, 2012. As explained in our response to Data Request #22 above, Quail
Brush cannot calculate nitrogen deposition until after the spring biological surveys are
complete, after which Quail Brush can create the related graphics. Quail Brush expects to be
able to provide this information by July 2, 2012.

24. Cumulative impact analysis of the nitrogen deposition values. Quail Brush will be unable to
provide this information on March 8, 2012. As explained in our responses to Data Request #16,
17 and 22 above, Quail Brush cannot calculate nitrogen deposition until after the spring
biological surveys are complete and the cumulative source list is agreed upon by SDAPCD and
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the CEC. Quail Brush will provide the CEC with updates of this analysis, once the biological
surveys are complete and the cumulative source list is finalized.

25. Potential mitigation strategies to decrease cumulative nitrogen deposition impacts. Quail
Brush will be unable to provide this information on March 8, 2012. As explained in our
response to Data Request #24 above, Quail Brush cannot provide cumulative impact analysis
until after the spring biological surveys are complete and the cumulative source list is agreed
upon by SDAPCD and the CEC. After the analysis referenced in our response to Data Request
#24 is completed, Quail Brush will be able to provide mitigation strategies for potential nitrogen
deposition impacts. Quail Brush will provide the CEC with updates as further information
becomes available.

27. Final determination from the USACE regarding jurisdiction. Quail Brush will be unable to
provide this information on March 8, 2012. Quail Brush plans to submit the Draft Waters and
Wetlands Technical Report to the USACE by March 2, 2012 and anticipates receiving a reply
within 30 days of the submittal date. Once the USACE has reviewed the report and agreed with
its content, Tetra Tech will, if deemed necessary by the USACE, complete a Determination
Package and submit for a formal determination. If the USACE decides that a formal
determination is required, Quail Brush will docket it with the CEC as soon as it is provided by
USACE. If a formal determination in not required, Quail Brush will submit documentation from
the USACE regarding this decision.

29. Quino checkerspot butterfly protocol surveys. Quail Brush will be unable to provide this
information on March 8, 2012. Quail Brush has commenced the Quino checkerspot butterfly
surveys following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service protocol. Quail Brush will not complete
these surveys until the end of March 2012. Quail Brush expects to be able to provide this
information by May 15, 2012.

30. Map depicting locations of any host plants, Quino checkerspot butterfly adults and larvae
found during surveys. Quail Brush will be unable to provide this map on March 8, 2012. As
explained in our response to Data Request #29 above, Quail Brush will not complete the Quino
checkerspot butterfly protocol surveys until the end of March 2012, after which Quail Brush will
be able to provide the requested map. Quail Brush expects to be able to provide this
information by May 15, 2012.

37. Finalization of the proposed location of the five-acre laydown and parking area. Quail
Brush is unable to provide this information. As explained in Quail Brush’s Supplement 2 to the
AFC docketed on February 8, 2012, Quail Brush proposes to use a yet to be identified 5-acre
area within the 20-acre laydown site located approximately two-thirds of a mile north of the
plant site and depicted on Figure 1.1-1 (Project Layout) of Supplement 2. Due to the fact the
20-acre site is part of the active landfill, it will not be possible to identify the specific 5 acres
that will be available and appropriate for use as a laydown and parking area until closer to the
start of construction. Given the uniform nature of the 20-acre site, we do not believe that the
identification of any specific 5-acre acre of the site would alter the potential environmental
impacts associate with the project. Therefore, Quail Brush asks the CEC Staff to analyze Quail
Brush’s usage of any 5 acres within the designated 20-acre site.
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38. Copies of the application materials submitted to the City of San Diego for CUP and SDP
review. Quail Brush will be unable to provide these materials on March 8, 2012 because these
documents are not yet available. The City of San Diego has a two-step process which begins
with a Request to Initiate a Plan Amendment. The City’s Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing to decide the initiation request on March 15, 2012. Shortly thereafter, Quail Brush will
submit the application materials for Plan Amendment, Rezone, CUP, and SDP. Quail Brush will
provide copies of these applications soon after the March 15, 2012 Planning Commission
hearing.

40. Conceptual hydromodification plan that will satisfy the City of San Diego’s requirements.
Quail Brush will be unable to provide this plan on March 8, 2012. As explained in our response
to Data Request #38 above, the City of San Diego’s Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing to decide on Quail Brush’s initiation request on March 15, 2012. Following receipt of
approval to proceed with the amendment process, we expect to receive the necessary
confirmation from the City and respond to this data request.

43. Updated information regarding the development status of the Sycamore Landfill Expansion
project. Quail Brush will be unable to provide information regarding status of the Sycamore
Landfill’s project on March 8, 2012 as we are not involved with this project and we are unaware
of any information that has been made available to the public.

58. Conversation with SDFRD confirming absence or mitigation of any expected impacts on the
local fire district. Quail Brush will be unable to provide a response to this data request on
March 8, 2012. Quail Brush is in the process of scheduling a meeting with SDFRD to discuss
potential impacts on the local fire district. Quail Brush will provide the CEC with updates of our
conversations with SDFRD.

Quail Brush will respond to the remainder of Staff’s Data Requests, 1 through 58, on March 8,
2012.

| certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true, correct, and complete to the best of
my knowledge

Regards,

C. Richard Neff \ > \
Vice President

Al74764679.8



BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
1-800-822-6228 — WWW.ENERGY.CA.GOV

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION
FOR THE QUAIL BRUSH GENERATION PROJECT

DOCKET NO. 11-AFC-3

PROOF OF SERVICE

(Revised 2/17/2012)
APPLICANT COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT ENERGY COMMISSION - DECISIONMAKERS
Cogentrix Energy, LLC Bingham McCutchen LLP Karen Douglas

C. Richard “Rick” Neff, Vice President Commissioner and Presiding Member

Environmental, Health & Safety
9405 Arrowpoint Boulevard
Charlotte, NC 28273
rickneff@cogentrix.com

Cogentrix Energy, LLC
Gary Palo, VP Development
6 Belcourt Drive

Newport Beach, CA 92660
garypalo@cogentrix.com

APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS

Tetra Tech EC, Inc.

Connie Farmer

Sr. Environmental Project Manager
143 Union Boulevard, Suite 1010
Lakewood, CO 80228
connie.farmer@tetratech.com

Tetra Tech EC, Inc.
Barry McDonald
VP Solar Energy Development

17885 Von Karmen Avenue,» Suite 500

Irvine, CA 92614-6213
e-mail service preferred
barry.mcdonald@tetratech.com

*indicates change

Ella Foley Gannon

Camarin Madigan

Three Embarcadero Center

San Francisco, CA 94111-4067
e-mail service preferred
ella.gannon@bingham.com
camarin.madigan@bingham.com

INTERESTED AGENCIES

California ISO
e-mail service preferred
e-recipient@caiso.com

City of Santee

Department of Development
Services

Melanie Kush, Director of Planning
10601 Magnolia Avenue, Bldg. 4
Santee, CA 92071
mkush@ci.santee.ca.us

kidougla@energy.state.ca.us

Carla Peterman

Commissioner and Associate Member

cpeterma@energy.state.ca.us

Raoul Renaud
Hearing Officer
e-mail service preferred

rrenaud@enerqgy .state.ca.us

Galen Lemei

Adviser to Commissioner Douglas
e-mail service preferred
glemei@enerqgy.state.ca.us

Jim Bartridge
Adviser to Commissioner Peterman
ibartrid@energy.state.ca.us

ENERGY COMMISSION STAFF

Eric Solorio
Project Manager
esolorio@energy.state.ca.us

Stephen Adams
Staff Counsel
e-mail service preferred

sadams@enerqy.state.ca.us

ENERGY COMMISSION - PUBLIC
ADVISER

Jennifer Jennings
Public Adviser's Office
e-mail service preferred

publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us









