
	

 
February 27, 2012 

 
California Energy Commission 
Commissioner Karen Douglas, Presiding Member 
Commissioner Carla Peterman, Associate Member 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-14 
Sacramento, CA 95614 
 
Dear Commissioner Douglas and Commissioner Peterman: 
  

Following a coordinated design review intended to identify opportunities for reduced 
environmental impacts and enhanced plant efficiencies, the ultimate parent company for Hidden 
Hills Solar I, LLC and Hidden Hills Solar II, LLC (collectively, the “Applicant”), BrightSource 
Energy, Inc. (“BSE”), is proposing to coordinate the boiler system designs amongst its projects, 
including the Hidden Hills Solar Electric Generating System (“HHSEGS”), to make those boiler 
system designs more consistent with that of the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System.  
Specifically, BSE is considering the removal of the large auxiliary boilers from the designs for 
HHSEGS.  The removal of the large boilers from the project’s design is referred to as the “Boiler 
Optimization.”  Boiler Optimization will result in air emission reductions for HHSEGS from 
those identified in the Application for Certification.   

 
HHSEGS’s air quality consultant, Sierra Research, is currently preparing the analysis of 

the Boiler Optimization and is consulting with the Air District to ensure the analysis meets the 
District’s requirements.  Applicant believes that the Air District could have draft permit 
conditions, which incorporate the Boiler Optimization, to the CEC Staff by approximately March 
15th.  The CEC Staff may then incorporate these draft conditions into the Preliminary Staff 
Assessment (“PSA”) to be published on April 13th.    

 
Consistent with this approach, we are requesting that the Committee consider the proposed 

schedule attached hereto to enable Applicant to incorporate the Boiler Optimization.  We believe 
the proposed schedule is both reasonable and realistic, allowing for publication of the PSA on 
April 13th, as requested by Staff in their last two Status Reports.  The proposed schedule also 
provides Staff with additional time to prepare the Final Staff Assessment and incorporate the air 
quality modifications.  

 
Given HHSEGS’s commercial obligations, avoiding schedule delay is paramount.  If the 

Committee believes the proposed schedule is not reasonable, HHSEGS will withdraw the Boiler 
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Optimization, keep the current large boiler design, and ask the Committee to proceed consistent 
with the current Scheduling Order. 

 
The Applicant is prepared to discuss this proposal in more detail at the Status Conference. 

We believe the Boiler Optimization approach allows HHSEGS to improve the project and the 
proposed schedule provides Staff with the time they seek for the publication of the PSA. We look 
forward to discussing these issues with you and the parties at the Status Conference.  Thank you 
for your time and consideration. 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

	
	
	

Clay	Jensen	
Senior	Director	of	Project	Development	
BrightSource	Energy,	Inc.



	

BOILER OPTIMIZATION 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE  

HIDDEN HILLS SEGS (11-AFC-2) 
 
 

ACTIVITY HHSEGS  
SCHEDULING 

ORDER 

STAFF 
SCHEDULE 

FROM STATUS 
REPORT #2 

APPLICANT’S 
SCHEDULE 

Committee Status Conference  02-28-12 02-28-12 
Status Report #3  03-15-12 03-15-12 
Draft proposed PDOC 
Conditions to submitted to CEC 
Staff 

  03-15-12 

Final Sierra Research analysis 
of Boiler Optimization 
submitted to AQMD and CEC 
Staff.  

  04-01-12 

Committee Status Conference  04-03-12 04-03-12 
PSA filed (including final 
proposed Draft PDOC 
Conditions) 

02-29-12 04-13-12 04-13-12 

PSA Workshop – Shoshone 03-15-12 04-26-12 04-26-12 
Committee Status Conference  05-01-12 05-01-12 
PDOC Issued TBD  05-01-12 
PSA Public Comment period 
concludes 

03-30-12 05-14-12 05-14-12 

Status Report #5  05-15-12 05-15-12 
Committee Status Conference  05-22-12 05-22-12 
FDOC Issued TBD  07-15-12 
FSA Issued 05-02-12 06-15-12 08-01-12 
PHC   09-01-12 
Evidentiary Hearings   09-08-12 
PMPD   11-15-12 
CEC Final Decision   12-28-12 
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 PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
 
 I, Karen A. Mitchell, declare that on February 27, 2012, I served the attached Letter 

Regarding Boiler Optimization from Applicant dated February 27, 2012 via electronic and U.S. 

mail to all parties on the attached service list. 

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

 

  
Karen A. Mitchell 
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APPLICANT 
 
Stephen Wiley  
BrightSource Energy  
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150  
Oakland, CA 94612-3500  
swiley@brightsourceenergy.com  
 
Andrew Miller 
Michelle L. Farley 
BrightSource Energy  
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150  
Oakland, CA 94612-3500  
amiller@brightsourceenergy.com  
mfarley@brightsourceenergy.com  
 
Clay Jensen  
Gary Kazio 
BrightSource Energy  
410 South Rampart Blvd., Suite 390  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89145  
cjensen@brightsourceenergy.com 
gkazio@ brightsourceenergy.com 
 
APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS  
 
Susan Strachan  
Strachan Consulting, LLC  
P.O. Box 1049  
Davis, CA 95617  
susan@strachanconsult.com  
 
John Carrier  
CH2MHill  
2485 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 600  
Sacramento, CA 95833-2987  
jcarrier@ch2m.com  
 
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT  
 
Chris Ellison  
Jeff Harris  
Samantha Pottenger  
Ellison, Schneider and Harris, LLP  
2600 Capitol Avenue, Suite 400  
Sacramento, CA 95816-5905  
cte@eslawfirm.com  
jdh@eslawfirm.com  
sgp@eslawfirm.com  
 
INTERESTED AGENCIES  
 
California ISO  
e-recipient@caiso.com  
 

Great Basin Unified APCD  
Duane Ono  
Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer  
157 Short Street  
Bishop, CA 93514  
dono@gbuapcd.org  
 
INTERVENORS 
 
Jon William Zellhoefer 
P.O. Box 34 
Tecopa, CA  92389 
jon@zellhoefer.info 
 
Lisa T. Belenky, Sr. Attorney 
Center for Biological Diversity 
351 California Street, Ste. 600 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
e-mail service preferred 
lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Ileene Anderson, Public Lands 
Desert Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
PMB 447 
8033 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 
e-mail service preferred 
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Jack Prichett 
Old Spanish Trail Association 
857 Nowita Place 
Venice, CA 90291 
jackprichett@ca.rr.com 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION – 
DECISIONMAKERS  
 
Karen Douglas  
Commissioner and Presiding Member  
e-mail service preferred  
kldougla@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Carla Peterman  
Commissioner and Presiding Member  
cpeterma@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Ken Celli  
Hearing Officer  
kcelli@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Galen Lemei  
Adviser to Commissioner Douglas  
e-mail service preferred  
glemei@energy.state.ca.us  
 



 

  

Jim Bartridge  
Adviser to Commissioner Peterman  
jbartrid@energy.state.ca.us  
 
ENERGY COMMISSION STAFF  
 
Mike Monasmith  
Senior Project Manager  
mmonasmi@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Richard Ratliff  
Staff Counsel IV  
dratliff@energy.state.ca.us  
 
ENERGY COMMISSION – PUBLIC ADVISER  
 
Jennifer Jennings  
Public Adviser’s Office  
e-mail service preferred  
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 


