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COMMISSION WORKSHOP  
RE:  Lessons Learned:   

 
Commission Workshop for the  

Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding 
(Lessons Learned) 

10-SIT OII-1 
 
The California Energy Commission Lead Commissioner for Lessons Learned 
(Commissioner Karen Douglas) will conduct a workshop to gather information from 
outside agencies. 
 

March 2, 2012 
8:30 am – 4:00 pm 

California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street,  

First Floor, Hearing Room A 
Sacramento, CA  

(wheelchair accessible) 
 

Background/Purpose 
On December 1, 2010, the California Energy Commission adopted an Order 
Instituting an Informational Proceeding (Lessons Learned) on issues that are 
critical to the licensing of power plants. Commission staff has been assessing the 
Energy Commission's siting processes and examining critical issues common 
among solar-thermal and conventional power plants. The Commission staff will 
use the information gathered during this proceeding to prepare a report which will 
describe the topics examined, issues identified, the significance of the issues in 
the licensing process, prioritization of issues, and actions needed to avoid or 
address any problems identified. Based upon the outcome of the OII Proceeding, 
the Commission may recommend changes to the siting process including 
changes to regulations. 
 
One part of this examination includes an examination of the Energy 
Commission’s California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) equivalent process.   
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As part of this review, the Energy Commission is interested in ways to improve 
and/or change its CEQA analysis. This includes improving coordination with 
local, state, and federal agencies. 
 
The California Energy Commission is interested in hearing how county and state 
agencies conduct their CEQA reviews.  The Energy Commission also wants to 
hear how federal agencies coordinate and work together with local and state 
agencies when completing their environmental analysis.    
 
Towards this end, the Lead Commissioner will conduct a workshop on March 2, 2012 to 
hear from local, state, and federal agencies. Other Commissioners may attend the 
workshop to observe the presentations.   
 
An agenda for the Workshop will be posted on the Lessons Learned website (listed 
below). 
 
Public Participation 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission activities. If you want information on how to 
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or toll free at (800) 822-6228, by FAX at (916) 654-4493, or by e-mail at 
PublicAdviser@energy.ca.gov. If you have a disability and require assistance to 
participate, please contact Lou Quiroz at (916) 654-5146, at by e-mail at 
Lquiroz@energy.ca.gov  at least five days in advance.  
 
Please direct all news media inquiries to the Media and Public Communications Office 
at (916) 654-4989, or by e-mail at mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov. 
  
If you have questions on the technical subject matter of this meeting, please call Alan 
Solomon at (916) 653-8236 or by e-mail at asolomon@energy.ca.gov. 
 
Information and documents related to the OII Lessons Learned proceeding are available 
on the Energy Commission’s website at:   www.energy.ca.gov/siting_lessons 
 
Remote Attendance 
You can participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online 
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you listen to 
the audio via your telephone. Please be aware that the meeting's WebEx audio and on-
screen activity may be recorded. 
 
Computer Logon  
1. Please go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting number: 924 
693 937 
2. When prompted, enter your information and the following meeting password: 
meeting@830 
 



 

NOTE: Access to WebEx meetings is now available from your mobile device. To learn 
more and access your app, please visit http://www.webex.com/overview/mobile-
meetings.html  
 
Teleconference 
After logging in on the computer, an AUDIO CONFERENCE BOX will offer you the 
choice of phone connections: 
 
    1. TO HAVE WEBEX CALL YOU BACK: Type your area code and phone number 
and click "Call Me" 
    2. TO CALL INTO THE TELECONFERENCE: Use the drop-down box to select "I will 
call in" and follow the on-screen directions 
    3. INTERNATIONAL CALLERS: Click on the "Global call-in number" link in part (2) 
above 
    4. TO LISTEN OVER THE COMPUTER: If you have the needed equipment and your 
computer is configured, click on "Use Computer Headset" and then "Call Using 
Computer" to use VoIP (Internet phone) 
 

Telephone Only (No Computer Access):  
Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the U.S. and Canada) and when prompted enter the 
unique meeting number: 924 693 937. International callers can select their number from 
https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php  
 
Technical Support 
For help with problems or questions trying to join or attend the meeting, please call 
WebEx Technical Support at 1-866-229-3239. 
 

Agenda  
 
See Attachment #1 
 
Public Comment  
 
The Commission accepts comments in advance of the workshop. Comments should be 
submitted by 5:00 p.m. on February 29, 2012.  Please include the docket number 10-
SIT OII-1 and indicate Lessons Learned in the subject line or first paragraph of your 
comments.  
 
The Energy Commission encourages comments by electronic mail (e-mail).  Please 
include your name or organization in the name of the file.  Those submitting attached 
comments by e-mail should provide them in either Microsoft Word format or in Portable 
Document Format (PDF) to [docket@energy.ca.gov]. 
 
  
 



 

If you are providing written comments, please hand deliver or mail an original copy to:  
 

California Energy Commission 
Dockets Office, MS-4 

Re:  Docket No. 10-SIT OII-1 
1516 Ninth Street  

Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
 
Participants may also provide an original and 10 copies at the beginning of the 
workshop. All e-mailed or written materials relating to this workshop will be filed with the 
Dockets Unit and become part of the public record in this proceeding. 
 
The Committee will accept oral comments during the workshop.  The Committee may 
limit oral comments to 3 minutes per person.  Any comments will become part of the 
public record in this proceeding.   
 
Date: February 17, 2012  
 
 
 
______________________________   
KAREN DOUGLAS 
Lead Commissioner  
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Notice of Commission Workshop for the  
Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding (Lessons Learned) 

10-SIT OII-1 
 

 
March 2, 2012 

8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
California Energy Commission 

1516 Ninth Street,  
First Floor, Hearing Room A 

Sacramento, CA  
(wheelchair accessible) 

 
The Energy Commission will conduct a WebEx broadcast of the workshop. Please go to 
https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting number: 924 693 937.  When 
prompted, enter your information and the following meeting password: meeting@830. 
 
Participants can also join the Workshop by phone: 1-866-469-3239, passcode 
924 693 937. 
 
 

 



Attachment #1 

 
Lessons Learned Public Workshop 

March 2, 2012  
 

10SIT OII1 
 

Background/Reason for the Workshop 
On December 1, 2010, the California Energy Commission adopted an Order Instituting an 
Informational (OII) Proceeding on issues that are critical to the licensing of power plants. 
Commission staff has been assessing the Energy Commission's siting processes and examining 
critical issues common among solar‐thermal and conventional power plants. The Commission 
staff will use the information gathered during this proceeding to prepare a report which will 
describe the topics examined, issues identified, the significance of the issues in the licensing 
process, prioritization of issues, and actions needed to avoid or address any problems 
identified. Based upon the outcome of the OII Proceeding, the Commission may recommend 
changes to the siting process including changes to regulations. 

 
One part of this examination includes an examination of the Energy Commission’s California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) equivalent process.   
 
Goals of Today’s Workshop 
As part of this review, the Energy Commission is interested in ways it can improve and/or 
change its CEQA analysis. This includes improving coordination with local, state, and federal 
agencies. 

 
Towards this end, the California Energy Commission is interested in hearing how county and 
state agencies conduct their CEQA reviews.  The Energy Commission also wants to hear how 
federal agencies coordinate and work together with local and state agencies when completing 
their environmental analysis.    
 
The following agencies will be participating in the Workshop: 

 Imperial County 
 Inyo County 
 Kern County  
 Los Angeles County 
 Riverside County 
 San Bernardino County  
 California Department of Fish and Game 
 California ISO 
 California Public Utilities Commission 
 US Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management 
 US Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
 US Department of the Interior, Office of the Solicitor 
 

   



 
Agenda 

 
Time  Item  Presenter 
8:30 – 
8:45  Welcome  Karen Douglas, 

Energy Commission 
8:45 – 
9:00  Purpose of today’s workshop  Jeff Ogata,  

Energy Commission 
9:00 – 
10:00  Renewable energy challenges and successes  All Agency 

Representatives 
10:00 – 
3:00 
 
A lunch 
break 
will be 
provided  

Panel discussions  
 
Process topics (CEC staff moderator): 

 Pre‐filing process                                                                    
 Determining completeness of the initial application 
 Requesting additional information from the 
applicant 

 Scoping and receiving information from the public    
 Dealing with project changes  
 Developing and monitoring  mitigation measures 

Topic Discussion 
Lead: 
 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 
 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

CEQA/NEPA coordination  
(US Department of the Interior & the Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research co‐presenter) 

 

Multi‐Agency Environmental Review  TBD 

Renewable Energy Planning  TBD 

3:00 – 
3:45  Questions from the floor/Public comments  Panel Discussion 

3:45 – 
4:00   Next Steps  Karen Douglas, 

Energy Commission 
 

 


