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Currently, the CEC doe:s not consider wind, hydroe~ectric" or' 'sOlar 
p:hctovoltai~ €le~±.ric generat..ing =aci1.ities ".t.o~ll~~-:thi,n the 
de£in:i.:'tion .of ":t::b~~aJ.~ powerpJ:ant."II . 
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SB.928 would add the ~ollowing provision to the definit±on o£ 
~thermal powerplant":,­

":Therm.alpowerplant~ ar;~~ .~ot in~ any :wind~ ­
p.x.~ro.ele~t.!.'i:" .0: so~a:'t pho1:ovol~ {sic1 e:1ectrical 
genera-f:i.n:g fa'Ci4.:i.i:.Y.;" . - i 

COMMENTS 

1. :S~-92''8_ w.:aS~:i~frD&~ed"Dy~-±.ne~:thort.:pcJ.:-arify",ex·is-F"4.--1)g--;Law 
and t:~, giye .a.¥i,s"#;:oances~.to busine-ss-es engaged '.in renewable_energy 
def~.1D~1,'!eh,'t,,~c.~ as wJ.no, 'hydro and solar energy developer.s, 
th~,-tney ~i~~~~~ be sUbje~t 'to regulatory burdens assDciated 
witb CEC Biting,-Jurisidict.i6n.
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BILL SO~RY 

This bill would revise the definition of t:hermal power plant in existing law 
to clarify that wind, hydroelectric, v.nd solar photovoltaic electrical 

I
I generating facilities are not thermal power pl~nts. 

"5"OMf.IARY OF COMMENis 

This bill would clarify existing law by exempting electrical generating 
facilities which are not thennal1y powered from the CEC's siting authority.
CEC staff indicate that this bill would have no fiscal or programmatic impact 
on the Commission's existing programs. 

FIscAL SOMMARY--SfATE LEVEL 
so (Fiscal 1mpact by Fiscal Year)

Code/Department LA 
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Type RV Fe 1986-87 Fe 1987-88 FC1988-89 Fund 

3360/CEC so	 NO FI SCM. IMPACT 

Impact on State App:'opri ations Limi t--No. 
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l\ Specific Findings M. 

I
 
Under existing law, the CEC is responsible for siting thermal power plants
 
that are 50 megawatts or greater. Thermal generation f~els include gas,
 
oil, nuclear, coal, geothermal steam., and industrial .or residential was"',
 
~roducts. Currently, electrical generating facilities Which are not
 
thennally powered are exempt from the CEC I s siting authori ty.
 

This bill would revise the definition of thermal power plant to 
specifically exclude any wind, hydroelectric, or solar photovoltaic 
e-lectrical generating facili·ty~ Since the CEC does not include these 
types of facilities within the definition of thennal power plant for 
siting purposes, the author's intent is to clarify existing law and assure 
renewable energy developers (wind, hydro, and solar) that they will not be 
subject to the CEC siting jurisdiction. 

B. Fi scal Analysi s 

CEe staff indicate that this bill would have no fiscal or programmatic
impact on the Commission's existing programs. 
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