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- would wodify the aeﬁmnf »thermal ymaezp_:l.a.nt’ to CIaIlf.‘I

. that wind, hydroelectr:l.c and solar photovoltaic electrical: -
generating "facs.ln.t:.es-az:e not. thema.:l, powexplants.
a - " . BacxcrouND ‘
- TUnder —the Warrgp-Algnist Act; the "'l:lfazn...u Energy Tommission

(CEC) 4is respnnsnjlg;e icu: s:x.t:mg thermal powérplants. of:a -size,.
equal ¥o or grea%ex-&asn :megawatts {MW) . Electrical
generatingfacilities whi ch—aﬂfe—mt—ihemally_@ovzeredh—ar-e :exempt
from the CEC!s s:.trng amﬂzo:r:.ty- )

o
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f hermal electric pcmariggpe:cally refers to electric energy
3 produced by a turbine and generator using thermal- fuel:[ "Thermal

generation fuels include gas, oil,. nuclear, -goal, geothermal
steam;-and industrial or residential waste products‘ ;
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1‘ Currently, the CEC does not consider wind, hydroelectrlc or solar
:'f} - photovoltaic elestric generating *a.:.llt:.es +to £a1d within the
}, deflm.'t:.on of "thermal powerplant.”
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Last year ﬁu:r::.ng interim,,: the Committee conslﬁe”"a 53’“22930 {alquist)
vhich would have ‘s ded, 1CEC, jurisdiction to inclifde’ fhe siting
of thermal poweiplahtsi of a: size egual-to or greaﬁer HHan 20 MW,

SB 494 (Rosenthal) ::n‘troau’cea this year, wonild ,medl.fy the.
definition. of t"hemal po\wexp‘lant to J.m:lude "‘mabllxg «ge;nerdt:.ng

fac.llrtles. e S K e o P i MR &

n
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SB. 928 would add the following provision £o the definition of
"thermal powerplant”: . L

) "Thermal powerplant” does mot include any wind,
hydroelectric, or solar photovol {sic) electrical

generatifg” facility. g A
[ COMMENTS

g SB- 928 was’ mt:ro&uced by +HE-sathor 0 clarify, existing--law
and to give assnra:nces to businesses engaged in rTenewablé energy
develqpmen‘t such as wind, hydro and solar energy developers,
that—they will nét be subjet:t to regulatory burdens associated
with CEC slting juris:Ld:Lction. (
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Honorable Don Rogers DEPARTMERT ARUTHOK BILLC RUMBLK

?

Member of the Senate Finance “Rogers:s CSBEN2BTE
State Capitol. Room 2068 ~ ’
Sacramento, CA 95814 SFONSORED BY  RELCATED BILLS AMENDMENT DATE
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BILT SURRERY o

This bi11 would revise the definition of {hermal power plant in existing Taw
to clarify that wind, hydroelectric, and solar photovoltaic electrical
generating facilities are not thermal power plants.

SUMFARY OF COMMENTS

This bi11 would clarify existing law by exempting electrical generating
facilities which are not thermally powered from the CEC's siting authority.
CEC staff indicate that this biil would have no fiscal or programmatic impact
on the Commission's existing programs.

FISCAL SUMMARY--STATE LEVEL

S0 (Fiscal Impact by Fiscal Year)
Code/Department LA “({DolTlars 1n Thousands)
Agency or Revenue co Code
Type RY FC 1986-87 FC 1987-88 FC 1988-89 Fund
3360/CEC SO NO FISCAL IMPACT

Impact on State App:opriations Limit--No.

ANALYSIS
2. Specific Findings

Under existing law, the CEC is responsible for siting thermal power plants
that are 50 megawatts or greater. Thermal generaticn fuels includs gas,
0il, nuclear, coal, geothermal steam, and industrial or residential was?.
products. Currently, electrical generating facilities which are not
thermally powared are exempt from the CEC's siting authority.

This bill would revise the definition of thermal power plant to
specifically exclude any wind, hydroelectric, or solar photovoltaic
electrical generating facility. Since the CEC does not include these
types of facilities within the definition of thermal power plant for
siting purposes, the author's intent 1s to clarify existing law and assure
renewable energy developers (wind, hydro, and solar) that they will not be
subject to the CEC siting jurisdiction.

B. Fiscal Analysis

CEC staff indicate that this bil11 would have no fiscal or programmatic
impact on the Commissicn's existing programs.

POSITION: Department Director  Date

Neutral

Principal Analyst Date Program Budget Manager Date Governor's Office
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Position approved
Positinn disapproved

by date:
007 59/2 e cses (7 edin. d ¢
B / £ i Form DF-43 (Rev U3/86 500 Bu)

A




