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REQUEST FOR AGENCY PARTICIPATION IN THE REVIEW OF THE PIO PICO 
ENERGY CENTER, APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION (11-AFC-1) PROJECT, 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

Dear Mr. Solorio: 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has received your submitted 
Request for Agency Participation in the review of the Application for Certification (AFC) 
for the above-mentioned project. The following project description is stated in your 
document: "Pio Pico Energy Center (PPEC) is a proposed 300 megawatt (MW) simple­
cycle electrical generating facility located in an industrial area of San Diego County, 
adjacent to the existing Otay Mesa Generating Project (OMGP). PPEC will include a 230 
kilovolt (kV) transmission line, a natural gas supply pipeline, and short connections into 
adjacent streets for potable and recycled water supply, and sewer and stormwater 
discharge. The project site is located in an unincorporated area of San Diego County 
known as Otay Mesa. It is comprised of a 9.99 acre parcel located in the southeast 
corner of the Alta Road and Calzada de la Fuente intersection. In an industrial park 
entitled the Otay Mesa Business Park. The project site is currently vacant and disturbed. 
Existing site and surrounding land uses include two correctional facilities (State and 
County) and an existing natural gas-fired electrical generating station". DTSC has the 
following comments: 

1)	 The AFC should identify the current or historic uses at the project site that may 
have resulted in a release of hazardous wastes/substances, and any known or 
potentially contaminated sites within the proposed Project area. For all identified 
sites, the AFC should evaluate whether conditions at the site may pose a threat to 
human h:ealth or the environment. Following are the databases of some of the 
pertinent regulatory agencies: 
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•	 National Priorities List (NPL): A list maintained by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA). 

•	 Envirostor: A Database primarily used by the California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control, at Envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov. 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS): A 
database of RCRA facilities that is maintained by U.S. EPA. 

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability 
Information System (CERCLlS): A database of CERCLA sites that is 
maintained by U.S.EPA. 

•	 Solid Waste Information System (SWIS): A database provided by the 
California Integrated Waste Management Board which consists of both open 
as well as closed and inactive solid waste disposal facilities and transfer 
stations. 

•	 Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) / Spills, Leaks, Investigations 
and Cleanups (SLlC): A list that is maintained by Regional Water Quality 
Control Boards. 

•	 Local Counties and Cities maintain lists for hazardous substances cleanup 
sites and leaking underground storage tanks. 

•	 The United States Army Corps of Engineers, 911 Wilshire Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California, 90017, (213) 452-3908, maintains a list of Formerly 
Used Defense Sites (FUDS). 

2)	 The AFC should identify the mechanism to initiate any required investigation 
and/or remediation for any site that may be contaminated, and the government 
agency to provide appropriate regulatory oversight. If necessary, DTSC can enter 
an oversight agreement in order to review such documents. Please see comment 
No.10 below for more information. 

3)	 All environmental investigations, sampling and/or remediation for the site should 
be conducted under a Workplan approved and overseen by a regulatory agency 
that has jurisdiction to oversee hazardous substance cleanup. The findings of any 
investigations, including any Phase I or II Environmental Site Assessment 
Investigations should be summarized in the document. All sampling results in 
which hazardous substances were found should be clearly summarized in a table. 
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4) Proper investigation, sampling and remedial actions overseen by the respective 
regulatory agencies, if necessary, should be conducted at the site prior to the new 
development or any construction. All closure, certification or remediation approval 
reports by these agencies should be included in the AFC. 

5) Project construction may require soil excavation or filling in certain areas. 
Sampling may be required. If soil is contaminated, it must be properly disposed 
and not simply placed in another location onsite. Land Disposal Restrictions 
(LDRs) may be applicable to such soils. Also, if the project proposes to import soil 
to backfill the areas excavated, sampling should be conducted to ensure that the 
imported soil is free of contamination. 

6) Human health and the environment of sensitive receptors should be protected 
during the construction or demolition activities. If it is found necessary, a study of 
the site and a health risk assessment overseen and approved by the appropriate 
government agency and a qualified health risk assessor should be conducted to 
determine if there are, have been, or will be, any releases of hazardous materials 
that may pose a risk to human health or the environment. 

7) If it is determined that hazardous wastes are, or will be, generated by the 
proposed operations, the wastes must be managed in accordance with the 
California Hazardous Waste Control Law (California Health and Safety Code, 
Division 20, Chapter 6.5) and the Hazardous Waste Control Regulations 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5). If it is determined that 
hazardous wastes will be generated, the facility should also obtain a United States 
Environmental Protection Agency Identification Number by contacting (800) 618­
6942. Certain hazardous waste treatment processes or hazardous materials, 
handling, storage or uses may require authorization from the local Certified Unified 
Program Agency (CUPA). Information about the requirement for authorization can 
be obtained by contacting your local CUPA. 

8) If during construction/demolition of the project, the soil and/or groundwater 
contamination is suspected, construction/demolition in the area should cease 
appropriate health and safety procedures should be implemented. 

and 

9) If the site was used for agricultural, livestock or related activities, onsite soils and 
groundwater might contain pesticides, agricultural chemical, organic waste or 
other related residue. Proper investigation, and remedial actions, if necessary, 
should be conducted under the oversight of and approved by a government 
agency at the site prior to construction of the project. 
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10)	 DTSC can provide guidance for cleanup oversight through an Environmental 
Oversight Agreement (EOA) for government agencies which would not be 
responsible parties under CERCLA, or a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) for 
private parties. For additional information on the EOA or VCA, please see 
www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Brownfields. or 
contact Ms. Maryam Tasnif-Abbasi, DTSC's Voluntary Cleanup Coordinator, at 
(714) 484-5489. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Mr. Rafiq Ahmed, Project 
Manager, at rahmed@dtsc.ca.gov or by phone at (714) 484-5491. 

Greg olmes 
Unit Chief 
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program - Cypress Office 

Greg Holmes 
Unit Chief 
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program 

cc:	 Governor's Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044
 
Sacramento, California 95812-3044
 
state.c1earinghouse@opr.ca.gov.
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Mr. Roger Johnson, Manager
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California Energy Commission
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