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I. Create consistency among fast-tracked project assessments by requiring 
consistency among Conditions of Certification when appropriate. 

Because the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System (ISEGS) project has 
been the first to navigate through the California Energy Commission's 
certification process for fast-tracked desert energy projects, it lacks some of the 
Conditions of Certification (CoC) requirements that are now consistently being 
applied among subsequent projects. This is particularly relevant regarding CoC 
requirements for special-status plants. . 

In order to establish more effective ISEGS CoC measures for special-status 
plants, and in a manner that is more consistent with other fast-tracked projects, 
CNPS provides the following comments to the Committee considering the ISEGS 
PMPD: 

la. New localities of Muilla coronata should be analyzed to determine 
degree of local/regional significance and treated accordingly. 

Since a final version of the CoC for Special-Status Plant Impact Avoidance and 
Minimization (BI0-18) remains unresolved (at the issuance of the PMPD and 
after the August 24 PMPD EVidentiary Hearing / Gommittee Conference), and 
since similar plant impact-related CoC measures have been developed for other 
desert solar projects, there is still opportunity to apply plant CoC measures ..., 
consistently among projects. 

The record concerning impacts to special-status plants was re-opened by the 
submission of Applicant's Exhibit #91. Parties received the information presented 
in Exhibit #91 for the first time only after the close of the August 24, 2010 
Evidentiary Hearing / Committee Conference regarding the PMPD. Exhibit #91 
represents new information to be considered when assessing project impacts to 
special-status plants occurring on site. 

ltis very possible that these newly reported localities of Muilla coronata represent 
a significant southeastern range extension for this plantas they seem to occur 
farther to the southeast than any vouchered specimens to date. 

In order to adequately assess potential project impacts based on these new 
findings, and in order to apply CoC requirements for special-status plants more 
consistently across fast-tracked projects, population information should be 
analyzed for M. coronata, as described in CoC's for other fast-tracked projects, to 
assess potential local / regional significance of these localities (e.g., potential 
southeastern range extension for this plant). Until the degree of significance is 
determined, it is still possible to treat them according to ISEGS CoC B10-18 
requirements, as the Androstephium brevifolium localities would have been 
treated. If they are found to be significant, as per the methods described for other 
project conditions of certification (see Condition B10-19 for both the Genesis 
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Solar Energy Project (GSEP, 09-AFC-8), and the Imperial Valley Solar Project 
(IVS, 08-AFC-S), and Condition B10-12 for the Calico project (08-AFC~13)) then 
the requirements described in the projects listed should be applied in the case of 
M. coronata at the ISEGS site. If implemented, these requirements can be 
satisfied by applying the impact minimization measures that would have been 
applied to the A. brevifolium localities. 

If after analysis, it is determined that these localities do not represent a locally or 
regionally significant range extension, then the applicant would no longer be 
required to administer requirements to them, though they could always do so if 
they so desired. 

CNPS believes that a requirement to analyze the local/regional significance of 
newly-reported on-site localities of Muilla coronata (previously identified as A. 
brev. occurrences) should be integrated into B10-18 as similar requirements to 
assess local/regional significance of plants have been conditioned for other 
projects (see GSEP BI0-19, Section C.3, IVS B10-19, Section C, Calico BI0-12, 
Section C). 

However, should the Committee be unwilling to consider changes to the 
language of ISEGS Conditions at this point in the certification process, we feel 
the next most appropriate manner in which to integrate an analysis of 
local/regional significance for M. coronata into project activities would be to 
provide relevant information within the Special-Status Plant Protection and 
Monitoring Plan (Plan), required in B10-18 sectionS. This information should 
detail how the applicant shall analyze potential significance, and if appropriate, 
how they shall avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate impacts accordingly. Again, these 
things could be accomplished in the Plan by employing appropriate language 
from the CoCs of projects listed above, and then applying the already-existing 
requirements of ISEGS B10-18 as they would have applied to A. brevifolium 
localities, to the newly-identified M. coronata localities, at least until such time as . 
these localities are determined to be not-significant range extensions. 

lb. Summer/Fall surveys should be done only under appropriate 
conditions. 

Because impacts of projects on summer/fall blooming plant populations have yet 
to be assessed and analyzed on any solar project application to date, the CEC 
has required some degree of additional botanical surveys for summer/fall 
blooming plant taxa to be performed on several fast-tracked solar projects (e.g., 
ISEGS (B10-18 Section 3), GSEP (B10-19 Section B), IVS (B10-19 Section B), 
Calico (B10-12 Section B)). 

CNPS maintains that summer/fall plant surveys, and an assessment of potential 
project impacts to summer/fall plants should occur before project certification. 
Should this not occur, an understanding of potential project impacts to desert 
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botanical resources would improve if at least certain requirements for summer/fall 
flowering plant surveys were applied more consistently throughout AFC 
assessments. 

Currently, ISEGS 810-18 Section 3 states that the applicant shall conduct pre­
construction surveys "for special-status plant identification including both spring 
and summer blooming periods" in areas where construction is not meant to 
occur. 

As outlined in Condition of Certification 810-19 for both the GSEP and IVS, and 
in 810-12 for the Calico Project, applicants are required to perform summer/fall 
surveys for special-status plants only at times following rain events that would 
trigger target plant taxa to germinate. This language should be applied to the 
ISEGS project as well to clarify when summer/fall surveys are to be 
implemented. Conditioning or otherwise allowing summer/fall surveys to be 
performed in dry years would be a meaningless requirement, a waste of 
applicant's funds, and a missed opportunity for obtaining better botanical 
information for this area. 

CNPS believes that a rain-dependent requirement should be integrated into 810­
18 as it has been for other projects requiring summer/fall plant surveys. However, 
should the Committee be unwilling to consider changes to Conditions, we feel the 
next most appropriate manner in which to integrate this information into the 
project activities would be to provide information within the Special-Status Plant 
Protection and Monitoring Plan, required in 810-18 section 5, that details how the 
applicant shall perform summer/fall surveys most effectively. 
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