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During the week of March 22 through 26, 2010, a botanical team relocated what had been 
mapped in 2008 as four small-flowered androstephium (Androstephium breviflorum) localities at 
the ISEGS site.  We determined that the plants at these localities are not small-flowered 
androstephium, but are a different, lower-ranked special-status plant, crowned muilla (Muilla 
coronata). We also found 3 additional localities of crowned muilla while walking from place to 
place across the site. 

This species is included on List 4.2 of the California Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) Inventory of 
Rare and Endangered Plants (a watch list). Small-flowered androstephium is a CNPS List 2.2 
species. Photographs of crowned muilla and small-flowered androstephium are provided at the 
end of this report. The leaves of crowned muilla and small-flowered androstephium, the only 
part of the plant visible during the 2008 surveys, are very similar. Based on leaf characteristics 
alone, these two species are very difficult to distinguish. None of the plants previously mapped 
as small-flowered androstephium were found to be this species. Crowned muilla blooms very 
early, and surveys need to be conducted in February or March to detect it. 

Crowned muilla is known from five counties in California (Inyo, Kern, Tulare, Los Angeles, and 
San Bernardino). It is described as occurring in Nevada County, California, in the CNPS 
Inventory, but that is not confirmed by Consortium records. There are 44 collection records in 
the Consortium. Crowned muilla is also known from a few locations in western Nevada; 
therefore, this species is not endemic to California.  

Recently, this species has been identified in several locations in the Mojave, and these finds 
suggest that its range possibly could extend all the way across the central Mojave; however, this 
conclusion has not been documented.  
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Photo 1 - crowned muilla (Muilla coronata)  

 

 

Photo 2 - crowned muilla (Muilla coronata)  
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Photo 3 –small-flowered androstephium (Androstephium breviflorum) 
 (note: photograph not from ISEGS Site) 
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