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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission 
 

 
 
In the Matter of:    } 
      } DOCKET NO. 08-AFC-13 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION } 
FOR THE CALICO SOLAR PROJECT } 
      } 
____________________________________} 
 

INTERVENOR NEWBERRY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
Exhibit 1100: Opening Testimony 

RE: Workers Safety & Fire Protection 
 

The following rebuttal testimony is in response to the Supplemental Staff 
Assessment (“SSA”) prepared by CEC Staff July 2010 for the proposed Calico Solar 
Project.  The Newberry Community Services District provides the following rebuttal 
testimony for the evidentiary hearings scheduled for August 4, 5, 6, 2010.  The foregoing 
testimony concerns the Workers Safety & Fire Protection. 
 
 The Newberry Community Services District was formed December 15, 1958 as a 
Special District by resolution of the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors.  The 
Newberry Community Services District operates the Newberry Springs Fire Department 
under the power and authority granted by the County of San Bernardino.  The current 
sphere of influence for the Newberry Community Services District is approximately 117 
square miles. 
 

The scope of the Calico Solar project understandably will make impacts in many 
areas of San Bernardino County. One of which is the effective delivery emergency 
services area. San Bernardino County Fire Department, the agency of jurisdiction for this 
project, has made the statements and projections of claims for diminished or over tasks 
provisions to fulfill service requirements to this project site. 
 

Newberry Community Services District is the closest governmental entity to the 
Calico Solar project besides the San Bernardino County governance which inherently has 
control of unincorporated real property. Newberry’s jurisdiction is located four (4) miles 
West of the furthest western parcel of the proposed Calico site.  

 
San Bernardino County Fire Station 46, the closest County Fire Station to the 

project site is located in the area of Harvard, 6 miles North of Newberry Springs 
jurisdiction. This distance is an additional 22 miles from the proposed site. 
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Every agency faces personnel shortages and equipment deficiencies that are 
required to safely and expeditiously respond to large scale incidents that occur from time 
to time. San Bernardino County Fire District and Newberry Springs Fire Department are 
of no exception.   

 
Both agencies have mutual aid agreements with many different agencies to assist 

in accomplishing those goals and safely mitigate emergencies when equipment needs 
exceed an agencies ability to fulfill. The impact from this site that has been referenced by 
the SSA indicates a major impact to the response capabilities of county fire and makes no 
mention of the impacts that will be incurred upon agencies that are in direct line with 
those response requirements and will be placed on a requested response utilizing mutual 
aid agreements.   

 
As the current status of this operational aspect, Newberry Springs Fire 

Department supports the mutual aid agreement with SBCO Fire District to the mark of 
approximately 15% of our annual call volume. This is a matter of availability at time of 
call, and is routinely honored when requested. The impact to Newberry springs Fire 
Department will not benefit from the proposed increase of services and additional stations 
as per the SSA recommendations. SBCO Fire District does not have the like resources 
that are present in Newberry’s Jurisdiction. The suggested additional apparatus and 
proposed stations will only fill part of the county response plan and Newberry will still 
have, at a minimum, the same percentage of request for services suspect an increase 
demand.   

 
No consideration has been given to the area agencies that will participate in the 

mutual aid agreements that will be requested to participate in the event of a response 
where predominant resources ( SBCO FD) are not available or to few in numbers or  
distance restrictive to effectively fulfill an emergency response. Cost to operate and 
maintain fire apparatus and personnel costs are also present and will have an impact to 
the Newberry Community Services District annual operating budget. 

 
Also, no consideration in the SSA has been given to the benefit received by San 

Bernardino County Fire by the mutual aid agreements in the cost matrix and mitigation 
recommendations contained within the SSA. 
  
 
Exhibit List: 
No. Description 
1101 San Bernardino County LAFCO Fire Districts Map 
1102 San Bernardino County LAFCO Newberry CSD Boundary Map 
1103 Location Reference Map Newberry CSD & Project Site Western Boundary 
1104 SB County Fire – North Desert Division Site Map 
1105 Newberry Springs Fire Department Incident Response Statistics  
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APPLICANT 
Felicia Bellows 
Vice President of Development 
& Project Manager 
Tessera Solar 
4800 North Scottsdale Road, 
#5500 
Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
felicia.bellows@tesserasolar.com  
 
CONSULTANT 
Angela Leiba 
AFC Project Manager 
URS Corporation 
1615 Murray Canyon Rd., 
#1000 
San Diego, CA 92108 
angela_leiba@URSCorp.com 
 
APPLICANT’S COUNSEL 
Allan J. Thompson 
Attorney at Law 
21 C Orinda Way #314 
Orinda, CA 94563 
allanori@comcast.net 
 
Ella Foley Gannon, Partner 
Bingham McCutchen, LLP 
Three Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
ella.gannon@bingham.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com  
 
Jim Stobaugh 
BLM – Nevada State Office 
P.O. Box 12000 
Reno, NV  89520 
jim_stobaugh@blm.gov  
 
Rich Rotte, Project Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Barstow Field Office 
2601 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA  92311 
richard_rotte@blm.gov  
 
Becky Jones 
California Department of 
Fish & Game 
36431 41st Street East 
Palmdale, CA  93552 
dfgpalm@adelphia.net  
 
INTERVENORS 
County of San Bernardino 
Ruth E. Stringer, 
County Counsel 
Bart W. Brizzee, 
Deputy County Counsel 
385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 
4th Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415- 
bbrizzee@cc.sbcounty.gov 
 
 
 

 
 
California Unions for Reliable 
Energy (CURE) 
c/o: Loulena A. Miles, 
Marc D. Joseph 
Adams Broadwell Joseph 
& Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Ste. 1000 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
lmiles@adamsbroadwell.com  
 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Joshua Basofin 
1303 J Street, Suite 270 
Sacramento, California 95814 
e-mail service preferred 
jbasofin@defenders.org 
 
Society for the Conservation of 
Bighorn Sheep 
Bob Burke & Gary Thomas 
P.O. Box 1407 
Yermo, CA 92398 

 cameracoordinator@sheepsociety.com 
 
Basin and Range Watch 
Laura Cunningham & 
Kevin Emmerich 
P.O. Box 70 
Beatty, NV  89003 
atomictoadranch@netzero.net 
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INTERVENORS CONT. 
 
Patrick C. Jackson 
600 N. Darwood Avenue 
San Dimas, CA  91773 
e-mail service preferred 
ochsjack@earthlink.net 
 
Gloria D. Smith, Senior Attorney 
Sierra Club 
85 Second Street, Second floor 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
gloria.smith@sierraclub.org 
 
Newberry Community 
Service District 
Wayne W. Weierbach 
P.O. Box 206 
Newberry Springs, CA 92365 
newberryCSD@gmail.com  
 
*Cynthia Lea Burch 
Steven A. Lamb 
Anne Alexander 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
2029 Century Park East, 
Ste. 2700 
Los Angeles, CA 90067-3012 
Cynthia.burch@kattenlaw.com 
Steven.lamb@kattenlaw.com 
Anne.alexander@kattenlaw.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENERGY COMMISSION 
 
ANTHONY EGGERT 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
aeggert@energy.state.ca.us 
 
JEFFREY D. BYRON 
Commissioner and Associate Member 
jbyron@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Paul Kramer 
Hearing Officer 
pkramer@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Lorraine White, Adviser to  
Commissioner Eggert 
e-mail service preferred 
lwhite@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Kristy Chew, Adviser to 
Commissioner Byron 
e-mail service preferred 
kchew@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Caryn Holmes 
Staff Counsel 
cholmes@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Steve Adams 
Co-Staff Counsel 
sadams@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Christopher Meyer 
Project Manager 
cmeyer@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 

 

*indicates change 2

mailto:ochsjack@earthlink.net
mailto:gloria.smith@sierraclub.org
mailto:newberryCSD@gmail.com
mailto:Cynthia.burch@kattenlaw.com
mailto:Steven.lamb@kattenlaw.com
mailto:Anne.alexander@kattenlaw.com
mailto:aeggert@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:jbyron@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:pkramer@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:lwhite@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:kchew@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:cholmes@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:sadams@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:cmeyer@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us

	CalicoSolar_POS August 4 2010.pdf
	                CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION




