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CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Deputy Director Terry O'Brien 
Chief, Siting, Transportation, and Environmental Protection Division 
California Energy Commission 
1516 9th Street MS-16 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Obrien, 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Palm Springs and South Coast Field Office would like to 
continue our efforts to inform and consult with you pursuant to our responsibilities under Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) regarding the proposed Solar Millennium Blythe Solar 
Power Project (BSPP) on lands managed by the BLM. To summarize, Solar Mil1enn"ium LLC submitted 
an application to the BLM for a right-of-way to develop a solar energy generating facility on federal land 
in eastern Riverside County. This project is located north of Interstate 10, west of Desert Center, and 6 
miles east of the town of Blythe. Ground disturbing activities associated with this project may include 
construction of access and/or utility roads, administration, operations, and maintenance buildings, a 
natural gas pipeline, a transmission line to the Colorado River Substation, and installation of the solar 
collecting systems. 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update on the BLM's efforts with regard to section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and to transmit the Solar Millennium Blythe Solar 
Power Project Draft Programmatic Agreement (Agreement) for your review and comment. Since the 
project may not be able to avoid all historic properties (resources listed on or eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places), regulations implementing the NHPA require that the lead agency (i.e. the 
BLM) prepare an agreement document in consultation with Indian Tribes, interested organizations and 
individuals, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, the California Energy Commission, and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. On April 23, 20 I0, the BLM convened a meeting to discuss 
with Tribes and other consulting parties the need to prepare a programmatic agreement that will govern 
how the BLM will meet its section 106 responsibility for the project. As discussed at the meeting, the 
BLM agreed to develop the initial draft of the agreement, which would follow the format of a 
programmatic agreement which is being developed for the Tessera Solar Imperial Valley Solar Project in 
Imperial County, California. The programmatic agreement for the Imperial Valley Solar Project has had 
the involvement of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the California State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), the Army Corps of Engineers, and the California Energy Commission, as 
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well as the participation ofIndian Tribes, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the California 
Unions for Reliable Energy, the National Park Service's National Historic Trails Program, and other 
consulting parties. Since many of those parties are also consulting parties to the programmatic agreement 
for the Solar Millennium Blythe Solar Power Project, it was agreed that proceeding with drafting an 
agreement based on the Imperial Valley Solar Project model would be an efficient and effective way to 
proceed, would provide consistency in the manner in which BLM is managing the section 106 review of 
renewable energy applications throughout the California Desert region, as well as expedite the 
consultation process by adopting or refining language that has already had substantive input, review and 
comment by a majority of the consulting parties. It would also allowthe consulting parties to focus on 
tailoring the agreement to the specific issues of the Solar Millennium Blythe Solar Power Project. 

Pursuant to the above, the BLM has developed a draft programmatic agreement that outlines the manner 
in which the BLM will take into account the effects of the proposed project and conclude its 
responsibilities under section 106 (please see Enclosure 1). We are submitting this draft agreement for 
your review and comment. We request that you provide any comments back to us at your earliest 
convenience or prior to July 16,2010. Comments may be submitted to the BLM electronically in portable 
document format (PDF), by email, or by letter. 

Once the draft programmatic agreement has received this initial review and comment by the Tribes and 
the consulting parties, BLM will address the comments and incorporate changes and produce a revised 
second draft which BLM will provide to all consulting parties for further review and consultation. As 
required by section 106, BLM must have a finalized agreement before the Record of Decision is signed 
for the project. The Record of Decision is scheduled to be signed in late August or September 2010. 

The BLM has also tentatively approved a draft cultural resources survey report for this project. If you 
require a copy of this report to review or to facilitate your participation in consultation on this project, 
please contact hs at the medium provided below to identify the appropriate individual or office to receive 
this information and to coordinate on the format and manner on which the BLM can provide this 
information. 

Once again, please send us your comments on the enclosed draft Agreement at your earliest convenience 
or before July 16,2010. If you would like an electronic version (PDF) of the draft programmatic 
agreement pleaselet us know and we will be happy to provide that for you. The BLM would also be glad 
to meet with you to provide a briefing or other additional information that may be requested. The BLM 

. point of contact for the development of the draft Agreement is George Kline, Archaeologist: email: 
gkline@ca.blm.gov and phone: (760) 833-7135. The BLM project manager for the overall project is 
Allison Shaffer, email: ashaffer@blm.gov and phone: (760 883-7100). 

Thank you for your continuing cooperation with this office. We look forward to, hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

John R. Kalish
 
Field Manager
 

Enclosures: (1) Solar Millennium Blythe Solar Power Project Draft Programmatic Agreement 
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APPLICANT 
Alice Harron 
Senior Director of Project 
Development 
1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270 
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161 
harron@solarmillennium.com  
 

Elizabeth Ingram, Associate 
Developer, Solar Millennium, LLC 
1625 Shattuck Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
ingram@solarmillennium.com  
 
Carl Lindner 
AECOM Project Manager 
1220 Avenida Acaso 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
carl.lindner@aecom.com  
 
Ram Ambatipudi 
Chevron Energy Solutions 
150 E. Colorado Blvd., Ste. 360 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
rambatipudi@chevron.com  
 

Co-COUNSEL 
Scott Galati, Esq. 
Galati/Blek, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
sgalati@gb-llp.com  
 
 
 
 

 
Co-COUNSEL 
Peter Weiner 
Matthew Sanders 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 
Walker LLP 
55 2nd Street, Suite 2400-3441 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
peterweiner@paulhastings.com  
matthewsanders@paulhastings.com  
 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 
Calfornia ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com  
 

Holly L. Roberts, Project Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
Palm Springs-South Coast 
Field Office 
1201 Bird Center Drive 
Palm Springs, CA  92262 Office 
CAPSSolarBlythe@blm.gov  
 

INTERVENORS 
* California Unions for Reliable 
Energy (CURE) 
c/o: Tany A. Gulesserian, 
Elizabeth Klebaner 
Marc D. Joseph 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & 
Cardozo 
601 Gate Way Boulevard, 
Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA  94080 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com  

eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com 
 

 

 

ENERGY COMMISSION  
KAREN DOUGLAS 
Chairman and Presiding Member 
kldougla@energy.state.ca.us  
 

ROBERT WEISENMILLER 
Commissioner and Associate 
Member 
rweisenm@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Raoul Renaud 
Hearing Officer 
rrenaud@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Alan Solomon 
Siting Project Manager 
asolomon@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Lisa DeCarlo 
Staff Counsel 
ldecarlo@energy.state.ca.us  
 

Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser’s Office 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

 
 
I, Hilarie Anderson, declare that on June 24, 2010, I served and filed a copy of the attached Bureau of Land 
Management Cultural Resources Consultation Letter .  The original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is 
accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at:  
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/solar_millennium_blythe] 
 
The documents have been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) 
and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:   
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES: 
 

            sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 

            by personal delivery;  
             by delivering on this date, for mailing with the United States Postal Service with first-class postage 

thereon fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same day in the 
ordinary course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing on that date 
to those addresses NOT marked “email preferred.”  

AND 

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION: 

            sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed respectively, to the 
address below (preferred method); 

OR 

             depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 

 

                CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
                       Attn:  Docket No. 09-AFC-6 
                      1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
                      Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

                docket@energy.state.ca.us 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 

Original Signature in Dockets 
      Hilarie Anderson 
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