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The Statement of Significance:
 
The Lockhart Ranch was the largest vertically-integrated industry of the Mojave River Basin in
 
the mid 20th Century; integrating alfalfa farming, cattle production, hog and chicken production,
 
processed feed production, and beef marketing. The Lockhart General Merchandise Store is the
 
last remaining structure that represents that Ranch and its importance to the history of the
 
Barstow area.
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The application for nomination of the Lockhart Store for the California Historical Registry has 
been submitted previously, based on incomplete and inaccurate information. In the DPR 523 
document submitted in November, 2009, the owner, Mr. L. M. Lockhart, was identified as 
"Lester" Lockhart, rather than Leslie Marion Lockhart, former owner and past president of the 
Rio Grande Oil Company. Nowhere in the subsequent research, by Cultural Resource Examiner· 
for the California Energy Commission, is the Barstow Printer-Review newspaper referenced. 
Since this was the local newspaper of the period, numerous references to the importance of this 
Ranch to the farming and cattle industries were thus overlooked. 

A review of the history ofRio Grande Oil would reveal the extent to which this California based 
pioneering oil company established Long Beach and Santa Barbara marine terminals and a 
vertically integrated production and marketing entity of enormous proportion. The geological 
data alone, under the name L.M. Lockhart, is testimony to the first hand exploration record of 
this man and the company he represented. The only remaining Rio Grande Gas Station was built 
in 1929 and is in Goleta, California. He and his brothers made millions in oil discoveries and 
held enormous land holdings throughout California, Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Louisiana. There is a park in Deming Springs, Louisiana, named "L.M. Lockhart Park" that 
acknowledges his importance there. Also, Mr. Lockhart wasthe occupant and owner of the 
Getty House for thirty years before Mr. Getty bought the house and donated it as the official 
Mayor of Los Angeles Residence. 

He and his brothers were farmers and ranchers, owning for example, a 500 acre citrus ranch in 
Pasadena, California. Brother Lynn Lockhart had his ranch in Springerville, Arizona, and raised 
breeding and range cattle for the Lockhart Ranch in Barstow, which was a finishing and fattening 
operation. A rail siding was built near Hinkley for Lockhart to load and off-load cattle going to 
and from the ranch. The capacity of the Ranch was 4,000 head of cattle at anyone time. They 
were marketed mainly in Los Angeles, although some were sent to Chicago as well. The prime 
beef was also sold in Lockhart, California, in this very store, and was even sold to residents in a 
bulk food plan in cooperation with Amana Freezers under a low cost financing and payment 
plan. 

Previous examiners have mistakenly observed that the Howard Hughes Air Field on the ranch 
was to provide transportation to the area, as though it were a commercial airport. In fact, it was a 
secret airfield used by the US Army and Northrop to develop experimental aircraft such as the 
MX-324 flying wing aircraft. The flight of this aircraft on July 5, 1944, on Harper Lake was the 
first of the so-called X-planes that were developed during World War II and thereafter. 

There are several documents that must be referenced to begin to understand the importance of 
this building to the Mojave Valley Region. They are included here as attachments. 
#1: A 1920 article on the Rio Grande Oil Company (shown as page 97) which details the extent 
of Mr. L.M. Lockhart's integral management of the Rio Grande Oil Company. 
#2: The January 11, 1951, edition of the Barstow Printer Review newspaper, headlined "Beef 
Factory Takes Root in Desert". This article describes the extent of the Lockhart Ranch and the 
influence on the Barstow Area. 
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#3: Graphic images of a Rio Grande Oil Company Station in 1929, 1938, 1942, and the current
 
canopy of the Lockhart Store. The classic designs of gas stations of that period are of enormous
 
importance to everyday California people, the Route 66 culture, and their love affair with the
 
automobile.
 
#4: A 1925 Architectural Digest article describing L. N. Lockhart's Los Angeles home, which
 
became The Getty House and the official home of the Mayor of Los Angeles.
 
#5. A California Electric Power Company advertisement from the 1950s using the Lockhart
 
Ranch as an example of power usage.
 
#6: A 1930 advertisement for Rio Grande Gasoline.
 
#7: A 1952 advertisement for Lockhart Ranch beef and Amana freezers.
 
#8: A 1954 Barstow Printer Review article about raising cattle at the Lockhart Ranch.
 
#9: A 1955 Barstow Printer Review article about shipping Lockhart cattle to Chicago.
 
#10: A 1955 Barstow Printer Review article about Lockhart Ranch being a modem pioneer.
 
#11: Three 1950s articles from the Barstow Printer Review concerning the Ranch.
 
#12: A 1952 Barstow Printer Review article concerning the Lockhart's divorce.
 

The building in question currently has integrity, includes three levels, potentially 21,000 square
 
feet of interior space, a truck loading bay, a freight elevator and a fueling canopy that can still
 
serve its original intended purpose as part of the proposed solar plant.
 

We hereby request your assistance to perfect the application documents and correct the errors
 
and oversights made by previous examiners.
 

Sincerely,
 

~~ 
Robert Hilburn, 
President 
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PAGE NINETY-SIX 

.RIO GRANDE OIL COMPANY INCREASES CAPITALIZATION $730,000 IN FOUR YEARS' TIME 

Beginning with wholesale plant. 1.. E. Lockhart develop& an El Paso refinery with capacity of 2,0Q0 bar- • 
reJs a day; keeps 200 tank cars in continuoua serVice; and supplies plant from·their own oil weUa at 

,1" 

Desdemona-with prospects of other wells in' Homer field-Louisiana field -and' the HueCo and 
Tularosa basins. 

Whol~e Dislributie:tD Plant-Rio Grande Oil Company 
. . 

ORGANIZED . b)' 

. L E. Lockh,," 
in 1916r with 3. opital 
of ~20,()()O"OO, the Rio 
Grande 0.1 Compan)', 
pOW a $750,000 con
cern, opened for busi
oess in El Pil$O at the 
corner of South !Can
s a san d Seventh 
Streets, as wholesale 
oil ·dealers. 

At lhat tUne.' oil 
companies were being 
establi!lhed eve r y-

L. llL LOCIDIART where. Gasoli"e, just 
lI1aDager llIId' Secn!tIU'.f beginning to be Con

sumed.at a rapidly incrnsing ratr. due to tbe 
.'. growing popnlarity of automobiles, was selling, 

in some places, as low.as nioe cents per .gal
Ion. By \.hI: 5umme,- of 1916, the rate oi eoo
sumption wa.~ 50 large tbat refineries. through

'. out the coiinlTy found themselves unable to 
:; . supply the dem:lnd for gasoline and kerosene. 

doe to their lack of facilities and to the lack 
of crude uil, of which there was a marked 
shortage. 

Prices increased by leaps and bounds. and at 

the time the Rio Grande Oil Company began . 
. operations, gasolinc was .retailing at 19c per 

gaUun,-a price which seemed out of 2.11 Tea

sori, as com~red with the prevailing price a 
few months previous. R~ueries were, in a 
sweep, swamped with orders. whic:h" they could 
not iill The small dealer coold seCUre no sup
plies with which to carry onbis business. 

Soon it was a -case oi begging for an occa. 
sional car of that magic' fluid C2.1led gasoline. 
Naturally.~many small conccrns failed. Ut

.erally hanging on by its teeth, the Rio Grande 
company pulled throngh these b-l°ing times 
and m:luaged to secure sufficient quantities of 
I<croscoe aDd g:l50line to enable it to a""11 a 
complete failure ~f its business. 

For months, L. E. Lockhart, a pioneer in 
the oil game, bewailed his refinery friends in 

Texas and Oklahoma ior.supplies, aad it was the company has 200.
 
only by their friendship that be was ever able. of' tbem in- serviCe_
 
to secUre shipment of a single. car of either Constructic;n of tbe
 
ga'ioline Or kerosene. It seemed mighty hard, ne.... 'unit lias been in
 
S2.ys Mr. Lockhart. to decline orders that, progress for two
 
could he have filled them. would have Pllt his DJO"th5 and already
 
company on its feet sufficiently to scc tbe' its storage capacity 6 .'
 
thins- tl:rough fro~ ,",ek to week without so over one and one half
 
much "suffering" as be tcnns it. By being his million ft3110ns. The
 
own manager, his own bookkeeper. bis 0\\"11' .campaD}", realizing
 
stenognpher, and, at times, his own W2.re- the".neccssity of de

houseman, and by exercising ~ry ~OW<1 veloping its 0 w n
 
means of economy. be pulled his company souree of Cn:.de oil,
 
through the crisis and 'in tiplesuc.eeeded in secured l=s~ ;,n. the
 
convincing his refinery frieil.ds that it would Ilroven fielrb of Tex-'
 
pay them io sell the :Rio Grande on Company 'as and· LoUisiana an<l\%'e~~~e~:.r
 

-all the supplies it needed. . no\v has its own pro- Sales _l\1:lII.ag& . 

",,"hat \>.IS the :ugument?" l-[r. Loc:khart duction..3. large well having .been brought in 
was asked. "Simpiy this: that time would at' Desdemon~ Saturday, Jan~ l1Itb. Another 
come when the refineries wonld need' an' outlet '.
 
for their prodiu::tioa." Crode oil I'mduCti01l of its wells was spudded.in Jan. 13th. in th~
 
~as being encoaragcd everywhere. and Mr. Homer field and otber d~rriw are' being eree

Lockhart thought. wit!J. many others, that in t~d to drill';q ~th the T~as aDd Louisiana
 
due time the demand produeedby the thous- fields.
 
ands of automobiIcSthat· were· coming into " ..
 
us"_ would be ":mpi), taken care at by the in- • The' DeSdemona hoJdin~ hid fair to prOdt'Ke
 
creased producri01l of crude oil in all fields. even ma'cc' clUde ';ilth~ the present capac~
 
Alr..Ref'mcr listened and consented to' sell his of the El P~o plant can accomodate and it.iS . 
Wares,demandiDg, however. ash" in ad\":tDce . 

expected that a further increase in its capacity
of aD shipmeuts made. '.' .

Will follow SOOD.. By the summer of 1917, conditions b~e .' .. 

.more stable -in the oil busiuess and -the Rio L M. Lockbart, secretary•.state:!;. that' his 
Gnnde Oil Company ~l}" in 1918 fonnd it ~ompanYMlieves str~glyi~:·:the iufarosa' 
necessary to iucn:al;c its capitalization to and Rneco 'basins and that. n:cently.~e leascd 
$100,000.00. Wrth the closiog of the wac. came focr Sections in. the fonner.basiD, adjoirii~ 
·the great oil de....e1opm~nt in North 'CenbaJ . thewcU tll....t is bei1lg drilled tJtere.now•.
Texas and other parts of the southweSt and .. 
condi#ons appearcd favorable for the build-' EI . Pasoa~ ace wen 'acquamttd With the 

products this refinery is .t~ing out, ·and· Mr. 
ing oi a .refmery in F.1 Paso. .Accordingly, the Lockb:trt ad;';ses that ..sa·lcs· on their famous 
capital stock of the Rio GTande company was . 

"S.....edway" motor oils, gasoline and greasesincreased to $2OO,flOil.oil for the above pUrpose .. 
and a"rdin~ WOIS hnilt, with an mitial capac- are most satisfying. The company maintains 
ity of 1.,000 b:l;'...,ls per cby. The rerin'cry was : branches at Las Cruces, Deming and ·Co.tum·· 

. bus a~d bas many conn.«tions thrOughout.a success from the ..-cry beginning and husines.~ 
began to inuease almost tmbelievably. New Mexico and Arimna where. their prcr 

;50.large did it grow. ind~ed, that iu Octo- ducts are sbipped. 
-~r of 1919, it was df:cided to increase tbe ca. .The Rio Grande Oil Company is strictly a 
Picity of the refinCry to 2,000 barrels daily_ home iucJustry. all its sto'eltholders b~ng Ei 
Additional tanJC ars were secured and todav Pasoans. 

<.\ . ...,.: ..... ,.. -;._ ...;.. 
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HART 
fSTEAKS 
.lu" ,,_.)',. "·U .. l iii '110"'" 1..·;,Jlh)· 
, •• n_1 1.1;10" •·••111.. lOt lhooo 1....:lIh:-.-r 
1••• fMc ,,: ;;r.d., ...·,on., Ui ,h.. Iht'r""":~ 

;:~f.:~~::;::?:.~~r.,:;;;~?:~:~~: . 
!,-11.' 11i.· Ilrh"·'.......11"(1 b.:&)'. "1 .bo·
 
I';'r:,u ~., 1nr"41 s-"lb. lor $.1:'01. IlG: 

I 'nlr nU' mliJ .01 ~tI4':ul)' hJ)'of;I&-l' 
••'d' .\f1.... f,,'" 1ft tft'od "atl ..... ;au.. 
It'~l\k~til;.. '1r»r\li1~ .hiih¢h 
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;~~~:.fl.~~~-~ tb~ 
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(From Pago 2)' 
pn'xhnaleJy the. 60aMC nrra :I~ 

1000 f:o,.~n1'f"" ,.f lumber \"hleh 
CU!lls SUy.!. t'ui~her r.ronomy I. 
thlll melnl will jaWI almost Indef
inl,,'ly whi~~ lurid",r ho~' to IJo, 

re'.ln..... "hoUI eveI')' t hrel! )'CRrs. I 
~Ir. !..."khart, while' rn .. n > 

11m.." a millk>nai~. ',ns " poll~' 
ot IT.akllll; e\'~ryOn.e. uf his In
v..slmcnt" ~""Y;~' He ·does.lhls by~ 
bu)';n:phe bcilt brains lidhe bw;.., 
ille5s. 'Waller Goertz .·ot 1I0Ily-. 
wood I~ I"" ';"n5ulllng ,'"itlneer 

. on wall'" prOblem",., Olivelopmenl 
of wal"r hal nOl b(,1!n r:uesswork 
but has IX..,n ,,";"nllfleally' proven 
h\" f~~hl and chans. Norman 1\. 
rio(henbr~. velerinarlan. keeps 
a .shal·p t.'}"e ~JCC~c-d ~ni-. ~n)·: iln~ .. 
mal - .leer, bog ur .. poullry, ... 
tlml 11)(,)0;; uncontcnlCtI .:..:.- and:'o 
lake proper remroies. Albert 
Webb is Ih" ....nsultlng ~n::lriec,r 

'm ·,oil. 1,,,,.'lhi<:. IIraln'"!:,, 'n n d I 
! c:r.llls.lnlr.tlu,n p.. roblcmI;.. I 
(-AI.KALI WASHED OUT-"
i Under modem methoda alkali 
'Is washed out oI soli as easily as 
the /if>usewiCt! \\'t15hes dirt out or, 
he.' dothes.. 'Aller Ihe land' 18 
leveled and dmlnalte' pipes, in
;.1allcd. Ihe land ill flooded. Alka~ 

II hcln~ soluble flow.. Ihrougb Ib" 
lan'l Inllo the und"f'J:r..und plpl'" 
and hito Harpo;r LilI,i-, Cosl of ~
,·~I"I·mMlI runs WfII(" $87.!lO I,,:r 
~C"". 'n.., Ian" Is "'nrlchl'fl "(It 
'1ft')' If)' 5''''''' 1113ntl.... hul also b)' 
chid...h· fi-rtlHzr.r, 'rb" Lockhart 
""neli '''''' for free IJroen "',,aninl(
otll IlfIUlI,y ml1dlCl<. and rel,I,,,,-
Ishlng the' runways "'"" .....,"'" 
,,;n"nrt. in...xt."lulIIl:r Itlr t ht· [.'t111
il.c·t'. 'n",·y 1"·Uf·\·.~ it :":'"HI' h~ltil ~ 
JW~"'" . 

. Th" C"'.~;I.,,-"\i-k.. lIulielill I":,,,,,,,,,,t :.....Ueb;··...in""lrn'.....i;::..,'·Uh 
Ini~M~lu_us:·~._'I.I.;o~tii:rnl.hS· SI:.'It~'j; 
"'nIl,,'. l,nJr.rtllr.•.: whcia ',·';,all7.e";
wHl' riluki;'~'l/ii~: ranrb' the .1.,,.,;,,0;; 
a~rt,~tfllunil" i~"·c".~ -clmiome..~ Ina 
I h,,:,eallr'....n·'a m;,'d·'-i..i ..·Ii}-s,':m:'
Ariil'Call;;;rllia,'.•.:t....ii-ii!: f'''''·l'r 
C:oin''''h)' [CXlet'i/;o rfriiii'jiie: ;'Iii'ri 

~~~~~yl~~~~~e;
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>d 10 lhe L.ad<h:lrI r.udI' aD II . 1bi>,., r..m,-Irtll Itl'el'll \\"M1.': 
_ S:llunla,. to Rleet Steen Arlene Klni:. J3Itim Klns:. :.\1uItpl 
for '1l~\r !"e3rl,. 4-P. pm~ :.\100",. Unda C"rrin::">n of tho 

In .hese sreen _ """"" 10 oro' Crantle 4-IL Ted' ltDtJ:llll. 
produte 11 s:rand dL1mplon to .... JlOgft Har1\\'lrIL carl SPf'b• .John 
namt"d e11b<T at Ille ~ Speth, .JImm'" ;\leMa"",. Leo 
CDun'Yor san Bematdlno coiIaty Speth. Ibmey lUll, "" d Jerry 
lalr-... HubbllnL 

:':r. rk>n Ha....k;.... ""'''''s:..... iii KnO"'led::oe of ""ItIe \\-as e<
t-khart raDdl seIeclftI " herd hiblled by the hoy. and J:/rls 1»' 

·,1 ::, .. ' ::T:'·.... """~I""l 
ih.......:•.!.-M"t.
 

I 'IInr.~: :a r.·f.·l"::~ :"'f';lr ;. '::171i.'1 
d1::1~;J1'1r. :',,\;ir,1 \'l.i:~ jll"~,{"h~r:1 
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Barnsdall - Rio Grande Station, Goleta, CA The last remaining Rio Grande Rio Grande Station 1938
 
Station in California 1929
 

Rio Grande Station Rendering, From Road Map of California 1942 Lockhart General Store and Gas Station 1951, Canopy as it remains today 
2010
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o r Golden Anniversary 

~ Reflections on the Past ~ 

Remember ummin<1 the tuDC'S Al'alon and 
Whi. pering; re ding [I U ceo nnd anzeui; 
s in The Kill with Cl1aplil and gao? As 
you f nned awny the August heat, did )'ou and 
the m 'n folk ponder America's sUI'\'ivnl under 
the new l"incteenth mendment? SI)mC wi1l re
call these scene of the Twenties. For John Bras
Il Id. 1920 was a tuming point in his life. nlis 

as the year h found d Architectural Digest 
. t til turn Ih century, e was aJrdy 
lablished ...it a su ul career in the E:l5t. 

H wever. wilh :1 sudden in..spir'arion. he chan ed 
hi. lif~ nd apr leJ hi family to L n ele 
at the age of 40. It wn during c;e rai \V~t Coast vacation 
Ihat curio ity grew 10 excipm t as Cnlif mia lur 
lenged his instin to;. Tl Mr. Brasli Id. the exceplional op
porlunity, climate and a casual wa. of life were 

~-Ir. Brasfi Id', rtic liar i piration t'ntered on !hi 
nomenal mode of Iivio<'. II as b\·iou !\l him th t 

w:l	 carious aboul the We [ Coas , n t ooly commercially 
u e of the r man 'c fable of 3 golden California 

f c ur:c, Holt 'clOd. Ii w n t al ne. Many 
iii w re imilarly tempt ,and the building. of ne 
h m and t . bcl!an .ann uncing their arri aL 
,jon became prolifi . and, in turn. pr : n ecl alifomia' 
ling ar hitcct wilh r re oppormnity, Th c men 
& Rrown. Coal.:. uri It . B 
Martin. Neff. Plummer. P 

nd o wit 'en ity and im 
w i -h wC'lllr:! f-.-n' : - -,_'j .. :- ~ 

Bra~fi .: :..-~ -

COl'er. circa /925 

and chal

irresistible. 
phe

rncrica 
Ul 

and. 
Sl<:rn fam-

lion 
is mi~ -

fledg
l3ake\t"CU 

Imnn. J ho n. Kaufm 
k. Wiliiarl. r!c 
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The Getty House, Official Residence LM. Lockhart Frieze Caracature in the Game Room 
of the Mayor of Los Angeles 

L M. Lockhart Boating L.M. Lockhart Fishing 

LM. Lockhart Playing Tennis Getty House Game Room Frieze surrounds the room 
near the ceiling "th twelve caracatures of Mr. Lockhart 
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,. Sp,ilKjUI1I& at tho LockhaJt Iicmd.. ZS miles Dmthw8st of Bandow. _ 
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Wife Sues Hinkley Ranch Owner 
For $10,000 .~·N•.:.n~h·Support 

a~~;'~;!~: ;~.I!:~::::~~:~J.' -r:,I~~ :)I:;::~'':' :~~t'.:.,:~~;';:'1 ,i;~:~~~~~~1~' 

~jr2:~i'2:;~"E",2~;~~i:: j~~~~0·~·,~:~?f~:.Cg;;~;~~. ~§; 
:\tr1". .......·:d~u~. ;":'1 ~~...... ~II·:· :.••rt ar:l~ ."\ .'~Iet i"1~1.~ .,: twr hu,;-: 

In ~'I!:u' oj !h ~ hl~~ •.•. ~. u~ ~h,·.; ":J~.I·..: ~,~_·;rlJ~·.'c~!· ,.~.Ikl •.. 't... hir:~ .. 
. lr~ :ohl' ".UIU:I' IU I'd ~~r......,,) :!: ::;1.' ...·.ril! ':\I.·:1I,i,,:" .1 :'~l~l ... .:r. n~i.· 

~~::m~' !~1"~!)~1;':~~ ~'!~'. ,:,:.:.l:'~:~~; ;~':=~' ':\'~'::;~:~:.~. ~~.:~'~,~~~, i;;;~::~~:"::.1; . 
[~~:; :t~';:::~l~~:~ :~::: '~i.·.~::;i~· ;;;':'ii:~~:.1 ~~:f:~~~!·;~~:~ >~~:.£:~~: 

II'".," '''8 i Lj 'CJC:;'/(:: I 
/ / "--' 


