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May 17, 2010

California Energy Commission
Attn: Docket No. 09-AFC-9
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Re: (Solar Millennium) Ridgecrest Solar Power Project (09-AFC-9)
Dear Docket Clerk:

Enclosed for filing with the California Energy Commission is the original “Desert Tortoise
Council Data Requests 1 to 7 - Desert Tortoise Relocation/Translocation, (Solar Millennium)
Ridgecrest Solar Power Project (09-AFC-9).”

Sincerely,

<l M?M\
-Sidney Silliman, Ph.D.
Chair, Ecosystems Advisory:Committee
Desert Tortoise Council
1225 Adriana Way
Upland, CA 91784
(909) 946-5027
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May 17,2010

Billy Owens

Director, Project Development
Solar Millennium

1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161

Desert Tortoise Council Data Requests 1 to 7 - Desert Tortoise Relocation/Translocation, (Solar
‘Millennium) Ridgecrest Solar Power Project (09-AFC-9)

Dear Mr. Owens:

Pursuant to Title 20, California Code of Regulations, Section 1716, the Desert Tortoise Council requests
that you provide the information listed below with respect the proposed Ridgecrest Solar Power Project »
(RSPP). The requested information is necessary to: (1) fully understand the project; (2) assess whether the
project will be constructed and operated in compliance with all laws, ordinances, regulations and
standards; (3) assess whether the project will result in significant environmental impacts; and (4) assess
desert tortoise relocation and/or translocation plans. Potential impacts to the desert tortoise populations on
the proposed site and at the relocation and/or translocation sites cannot be adequately evaluated without
the data requested.

DR-1 -- What guidelines or guidance has the California Energy Commission (CEC) and/or the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) provided regarding the possible relocation and/or translocation of
desert tortoise from the proposed RSPP site? We recognize that the Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
“Translocation of Desert Tortoise From The Ridgecrest Solar Millennium Project: Plan Development
Guidance” (April 15, 2010) is docketed with the CEC.

DR-2 — What are the sites that Solar Millennium has identified for the possible relocation and/or
translocation of desert tortoises? Please identify both the recipient and the control sites. If the relocation
and/or translocation sites have yet to be identified, what sites (recipient and control) are under
consideration?

DR-3 — What relocation and/translocation sites (recipient and control) have been suggested by CEC staff,
CDFG, and/or USFWS?

DR-4 — Are the sites (recipient and control) identified, under consideration, and/or suggested by the
agencies occupied desert tortoise habitat?

DR-5 -- What are the densities of the desert tortoise populations at the sites (recipient and control) that
have been identified, are under consideration, and/or have been suggested by the agencies?

DR-6 — What requirements have been set by the CEC, CDFG, and/or USFWS to secure the relocation
and/or translocation sites for conservation of the desert tortoises in perpetuity, and what are the plans of
Solar Millennium to meet those requirements?

DR-7 - Please provide a copy of Alice Karl’s field notes from her 25 February 2010 “habitat assessment”
of the Project’s original footprint and her field notes from any desert tortoise surveys and/or habitat
assessments of possible relocation/translocation sites (recipient and control). The February assessment is
referenced in Dr. Karl’s “Analysis of Population and Species Impacts to the Desert Tortoise Due to the
Siting of this Project on its Current Location” (docketed with the CEC on April 29, 2010).



The Desert Tortoise Council reserves the right to submit additional data requests on topics that require
further information. Pursuant to the Energy Commission’s regulations, written responses to this request is
due within 30 days. '

If you have questions regarding this data request, please call me at (909) 946-5027 or email me at
gssilliman@csupomona.edu. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

A %W
Sidney Silliman, Ph.D.

Chair, Ecosystems Advisory Committee
Desert Tortoise Council
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COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION
For the RIDGECREST SOLAR

POWER PROJECT
APPLICANT INTERVENORS
Billy Owens Califomia Unions for Reliable Energy
Director, Project Development (CURE)
Solar Millenium Tanya A. Gulesserian

1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
owens@solarmillennium.com

Alice Harron

Senior Director, Project Development
1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
harron@solarmillennium.com

Elizabeth Copley

AECOM Project Manager

2101 Webster Street, Suite 1900
Oakland, CA 94612
elizabeth.copley@aecom.com

Scott Galati

Galati/Blek, LLP

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350
Sacramento, CA 95814
sqalati@gb-llp.com

Peter Weiner

Matthew Sanders

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
LLP

55 2" Street, Suite 2400-3441

San Francisco, CA 94105
peterweiner@paulhastings.com
matthewsanders@paulhastings.com

*indicates change

Elizabeth Klebaner

Marc D. Joseph

Adams Broadwell Joseph &
Cardozo

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080
tqulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com

Desert Tortoise Council
Sidney Silliman

1225 Adriana Way

Upland, CA 91784
gssilliman@csupomona.edu

Basin and Range Watch -

Laura Cunningham & Kevin Emmerich
P.O. Box 70 :

Beatty, NV 89003
bluerockiguana@hughes.net

Westem Watersheds Project
Michael J. Connor, Ph.D.

Califomia Director

P.O. Box 2364

Reseda, CA 91337-2364
miconnor@westernwatersheds.org

*Kerncrest Audubon Society
Terri Middlemiss & Dan Bumnett
P.O. Box 984

Ridgecrest, CA 93556

. catbirdd@earthlink.net

imdanburneti@verizon.net
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*Center for Biological Diversity
lleene Anderson

Public Lands Desert Director

PMB 447, 8033 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90046 ‘
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org

*Center for Biological Diversity
Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney
351 California Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94104
Ibelenky@biologicaldiversity.org

INTERESTED AGENCIES
California 1ISO

E-mail Preferred
e-recipient@caiso.com

.....

Janet Eubanks, Project Manager,
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Califonia Desert District

22835 Calle San Juan de los Lagos

‘Moreno Valley, California 92553

Janet Eubanks@ca.bim.gov

ENERGY COMMISSION

JAMES D. BOYD

Vice Chair and Presiding Member
iboyd@energy.state.ca.us

ANTHONY EGGERT
Commissioner and Associate Member
aeqgert@enerqy.state.ca.us

Kourtney Vaccaro
Heanng Officer
kvaccaro@enerqy.state ca.us
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