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May 21, 2010 

California Eoo'VY Commission 
Atlention: Erick K. Solorio, Project Manager, esoIorio@energy.state,ca,us 
1516 Ninth Stroot, MS-15 
Sacramento. CA 95814-5512 

Ref:	 January 22, 2010 lif docket number 
March 12, 2010 Itr BlM Receipt to Air Resources Board 
July 28m 20091etter to local BLM Ridgecrest OffICe 

Re: Ridgecrest Solar Power Project Staff Assessmenl- Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement 

Dear Mr, Solorio, 

NPLNEWS Is neither opposing nor endorsing the Solar Millennium Project. We 
are a non-proflt. non-partisan. public Inlerest organization, NPlNEWS focuses 
Its Interest on the Integrity of the public land management processes Including 
ceaA, NEPA and the pre and JXlsl pennit disclosure requirement progmms. 

NPLNEWS has long &dv0C8ted for the balanced special management of the 
California desert resources. NPLNEWS goal is to assure the public that publicly 
owned resources would not be unduly degradated. 

I have been involved in federal land management issues In the California Desert 
area since 1975. I have been commenting as a private citizen and as 8 chairman 
of many organizalions with interest in public land issues including the Federal 
Land Management Act (FLPMA), the California Desert Plan of 1980 and WEMO. 

We are oommenting specifically on the Solar Millennium Ridgecrest Project This 
project is on public lands within the Califomia Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 
Congress mandated. and BLM prepared. a comprehensive land management 
plan 10 manage the resources with the COCA in accordance with FlPMA and 
NEPA. 
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From the onsel, the BlM has QUI-sourced its responsibilities under FLPMA and 
NEPA by delegating the responsibility to the CEe. 

The process involved in processing the federal right of way application for the 
solar project is fundamentally flawed for the following reasons: 

,.	 NEPA has primacy in this case since this is a federal action on federal 
lands administered by the BlM under the CDCA Plan of 1980 and 
amendments and including WEMO but nol exclusively. Designating a 
state agency as the lead fOf a federal agency action the CEe as the lead 
agency is inconsistent with federal Jaw and clearly illegal. 

2.	 BLM Is the lead agency under NEPA and is the premier enforcement 
agency for this faderal action. Other federal and stale agencies can 
participate 85 cooperating agency under NEPA. 

J.	 Delegating the responsibility 10 the CEC for federal actions within the 
COCA does not wcrX - evident by the problems and issues raised by the 
project to date. 

4.	 CEC is not a land management agency and is not responsible to the 
American people for the management of the COCA. 

5.	 The NEPA EIS process has not been folioweo' by BLM during the 
permttting process. 

6.	 CEC Is the permitting-issuing state regulatory agency while BLM is a 

public land and resource management agency. In other words BLM must 
manage the project within the context over larger more comprehensive 
resource management planning process In order for the project 10 be 
compliant with other land uses within local and regional area. 

In a recent presentation by Mr. Abbey, "The fast-track process is about focusing 
our slaff and resources on the most promising renewable energy projects, not 
about cutting comers, especially when il comes to environmental analyses or 
opportunities for public participation". 
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We ani not against solar projects. but we are against less than ful dieclosure 
reports that have not been thoroughly approved aU the processes. 

Sophlo IW>o ..... 

Public Coordinator fat NPlNEWS.COM 
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