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From: "Meraz, Meridith" <Meridith.Meraz@conservation.ca.gov> 
To: "Craig Hoffman" <CHoffman@energy.state.ca.us> 
CC: "Susanne Huerta" <SHuerta@aspeneg.com> 
Date: 5/3/20102:44 PM 
Subject: Abengoa Solar 
Attachments: Abengoa LESA Worksheets.pdf 

Dear Ms. Huerta: 

We (the DOC) are readdressing our statements in the letter dated April 
7th, 2010. We recently received a copy of the LESA analysis prepared for 
the Abengoa solar project, which we did not originally have when we 
reviewed the email dated March 16, 2010. At that time it was assumed 
that we were receiving a pre-consultation of the project since we had 
not received a notice to comment on the project. Our initial letter 
was based on (what we now know as) an incomplete emailed copy of the 
Land Use section and the information contained in the email. During our 
review of the LESA model (found in the Staff Assessment online) we found 
discrepancies that we have attempted to correct, and based on the 
corrected LESA analysis we concur with the applicants' suggested 
mitigation amounts of 128 acres of Important Farmland. Please remember, 
our analysis and corrections are suggestions only. You have the most 
complete data for the project. Our review of the LESA model was based on 
a review of the online Staff Assessment, most specifically the Land Use 
and Soil and Water Resources sections. 

Please see the revised Abengoa LESA model (attached). 

Sincerely, 

Meri Meraz 

Environmental Planner 

Williamson Act Program 

California Department of Conservation 

Division of Land Resource Protection 

801 K Street, MS 18-01 

Sacramento, CA 95814-3528 

(916) 445-9411 

meridith.meraz@conservation.ca.gov 
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<http://www.royalty-free-pictures.com/product.php/1420/english_countrysi 
de/bdefae70a5970ac660d6b5284d6b4c16> Please consider the environment 
before printing this e-mail 























California Agricultural LESA Scoring Thresholds

Total LESA Score Scoring Decision

0 to 39 points Not Considered Significant

40 to 59 points Considered Significant only if LE and SA
subscores are each greater than or equal to 20 points

60 to 79 points Considered Significant unless either LE or SA
subscore is less than 20 points

80 to 100 points Considered Significant

The California Agricultural LESA Model is designed to make determinations of the potential significance of a project's
conversion of agricultural lands during the Initial Study phase of the CEQA review process. Scoring thresholds are based 
upon both the total LESA score as well the component LE and SA subscores. In this manner the scoring thresholds are

LESA Worksheet A-11 September 2007

upon both the total LESA score as well the component LE and SA subscores. In this manner the scoring thresholds are
dependent upon the attainment of a minimum score for the LE and SA subscores so that a single threshold is not the 
result of heavily skewed subscores (i.e., a site with a very high LE score, but a very low SA score, or vice versa). For  
additional information on the significance scoring thresholds under the California Agricultural LESA Model, consult Section 4  
in the LESA Instruction Manual.
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