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 Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
 
 
Subject: Abengoa Mojave Solar (09-AFC-5) 
  Project Status Report 3 

 
 
Pursuant to the Committee Scheduling Order dated December 17, 2009, the following is 
staff’s Status Report #3 for the proposed Abengoa Mojave Solar (AMS) project. This is 
an update for activities that have occurred since the previous Status Report on January 
12, 2010. 
 
Staff are working to complete their technical sections in order for the Staff Assessment 
to be published in early March 2010. San Bernardino County, Lahontan Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers are reviewing information from the applicant and are expected to provide 
staff with comments in February and March. At this point in time, there is outstanding 
data that is needed from the applicant for air quality, biological resources, cultural 
resources, land use, transmission system engineering, water resources and waste 
management. This information is expected in February and March. 
 
The Staff Assessment will be published in early March with outstanding issues and data 
analysis that will need to be resolved and documented in a Supplemental Staff 
Assessment. The Supplemental Staff Assessment will be published in early May and 
will be a limited document representing revisions and additions rather than a document 
including each technical section. The Supplemental Staff Assessment will be a more 
complicated document than a simple addendum or errata. The supplement will include 
issue resolution and data analysis in many of the core sections including air quality, 
biological resources, cultural resources, land use, and water resources. 
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January 15 and 20, 2010 Data Response and Issues Resolution Workshops 
 
Staff held Data Response and Issues Resolution Workshops on Friday, January 15th 
and Wednesday January 20th at the Energy Commission. During these workshops, 
clarifications to data were provided and supplemental information still needed by staff 
was identified in the areas of air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, land 
use, transmission system engineering, water resources and waste management. 
 
Outstanding Supplemental Data Responses and Issues 
 
Air Quality / GHG – The applicant provided a resubmittal of data responses and air 
quality modeling information on February 2, 2010. Staff is currently reviewing this 
information. The Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District has indicated their goal 
is to submit the Preliminary Determination of Compliance (PDOC) for Abengoa Mojave 
Solar by the beginning to middle of February. Depending on when the PDOC is 
submitted, staff may need to prepare the Staff Assessment without including air district 
conditions and mitigation for compliance.  Staff is continuing to work to complete the air 
quality section with all the available data and information provided to date. 
 
Biological – Staff is expecting US Army Corps of Engineer (USACE) review of the 
Jurisdictional Delineation Letter Report and the Streambed Alteration Agreement 
application package in February. Staff is also working with the applicant to verify that 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) occurs in February. 
 
The applicant has recently indicated that the US Department of Energy (DOE) will 
initiate the federal nexus and subsequently get the USFWS engaged under a Section 7 
process in early February. The ability of this project to be considered a fast track project 
is predicated upon the section 7 consultation with DOE.  If the DOE does not accept this 
project for financing, the section 7 consultation would not occur and this project would 
need a section 10 consultation that could take up to 2 to 3 years with the USFWS. 
 
It is crucial that the AMS project receive DOE funding and the section 7 consultation 
occur for the project schedule to be met.. The staff is reviewing options to keep moving 
the project forward under a section 10 consultation if needed. 
 
Cultural – The applicant has provided staff with an archeological testing plan and 
preliminary testing report. The applicant is currently preparing a final testing report and 
working on historical resources forms that will be completed in late February. 
 
Land Use – Staff is waiting for responses from San Bernardino County in regard to 
project consistency with the General Plan and Zoning Code. This information should be 
provided to staff in early February and is a vital part of the staff analysis. 
 
Soils and Water – Staff does not currently have all the information that is needed in 
order to complete its analysis. Staff is working with the applicant on revised modeling 
files, Total Dissolved Solids information, and storm water flow information for the main 
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control channel. Staff is also waiting on the approval of the Report of Waste Discharge 
that was provided to the Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
 
The applicant proposes pumping groundwater from the Mojave River Basin (MRB) for 
power plant cooling. Staff is working to provide a detailed policy analysis within the Staff 
Assessment. 
 
Transmission System Engineering – A Facility Study was provided to staff and 
potential impacts to the transmission system downstream of the first interconnection are 
being reviewed. Analysis of downstream impacts and possible transmission line 
upgrades will need to be discussed in the Supplemental Staff Assessment.  
 
Waste Management – The applicant prepared a soil sampling screening plan that was 
approved by staff.  The applicant will be completing soil sampling and submitting those 
results.  Before staff can provide a definitive analysis of the project, sampling of 
potential contaminants needs to be completed. 
 
Project Schedule 
 
Staff is currently working to meet the attached Committee scheduling order and will 
continue to keep the Committee apprised of work progress and critical timeline 
challenges. 
 
The Staff Assessment document published in early March will have more unresolved 
issues and need more additional data than previously anticipated. The Supplemental 
Staff Assessment in May will be a more complex document than a simple addendum or 
errata.  The Committee Schedule may require some flexibility after the SA workshop 
because of increased staff analysis and review. 
 
 
Attachment 
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   BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT                     
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA  95814 
1-800-822-6228 – WWW.ENERGY.CA.GOV 

 
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION    Docket No. 09-AFC-5 

FOR THE ABENGOA MOJAVE    PROOF OF SERVICE 
SOLAR POWER PLANT          (Revised 1/29/2010) 
           
 
APPLICANT 
Emiliano Garcia Sanz  
General Manager  
Abengoa Solar Inc.  
11500 West 13th Avenue  
Lakewood, CO  80215  
emiliano.garcia@solar.abengoa.com 
 
Scott D. Frier  
Chief Operating Officer  
Abengoa Solar Inc.  
13911 Park Ave., Ste. 206  
Victorville, CA  92392  
scott.Frier@solar.abengoa.com 
 
Tandy McMannes 
2030 Addison Street, Suite 420 
Berkeley, CA   94704 
tandy.mcmannes@solar.abengoa.com 
 
APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS 
*Frederick H. Redell, PE  
Engineering Manager  
Abengoa Solar, Inc. 
11500 West 13th Avenue  
Lakewood, CO  80215 
frederick.redell@solar.abengoa.com 
 
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT 
Christopher T. Ellison  
Ellison, Schneider & Harris  
2600 Capitol Ave.  
Sacramento, CA  95816 
cte@eslawfirm.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com  
 

 
 

 
 
 

INTERVENORS 
California Unions for Reliable Energy (“CURE”) 
Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Marc D. Joseph 
Elizabeth Klebaner 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA  94080 
E-mail Preferred 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com 
 
Luz Solar Partners Ltd., VIII 
Luz Solar Partners Ltd., IX 
Jennifer Schwartz 
700 Universe Blvd 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
jennifer.schwartz@nexteraenergy.com 
 
 

 
 

ENERGY COMMISSION  
JAMES D. BOYD 
Vice Chairman and Associate Member 
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us 
 
*ANTHONY EGGERT 
Commissioner and Associate Member 
 aeggert@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Paul Kramer 
Hearing Officer 
pkramer@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Craig Hoffman 
Project Manager 
choffman@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Christine Hammond  
Staff Counsel 
chammond@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Public Adviser’s Office 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 

*indicates change   1
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 

 
I, April Albright, declare that on February 3, 2010, I served and filed copies of the 
attached Energy Commission Staff’s Status Report 3, dated February 3, 2010. The 
original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most 
recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at: 
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/abengoa/index.html]. 
 
The document has been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on 
the Proof of Service list) and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:   
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 
For service to all other parties: 
      sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 
 
      by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at Sacramento, 

California, with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as 
provided on the Proof of Service list above to those addresses NOT marked 
“email preferred.” 

AND 

For filing with the Energy Commission: 

      sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and 
emailed respectively, to the address below (preferred method); 

OR 
      depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 

 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION  
Attn:  Docket No. 09-AFC-5 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
docket@energy.state.ca.us 

 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 
 
 
 Original signed by:  
 April Albright 
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