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58. Please provide maps and describe the importance of the project site to the local and 

regional Mohave ground squirrel populations regarding habitat quality and value, 
habitat fragmentation, and maintaining adequate connectivity for local and regional 
Mohave ground squirrel movement. 

 
DATA RESPONSE 
 
There are no records of Mohave ground squirrel occurrence on the RSPP site.  However, 
two lines of evidence suggest that the project site supports a Mohave ground squirrel 
population.  First, there are 24 documented Mohave ground squirrel occurrences within 5 
miles of the boundaries of the project ROW (Figure 1).  An analysis of the habitat 
associated with these occurrences indicates that the species has been detected in both 
Creosote Bush Scrub and in Desert Wash Scrub in the region surrounding the project site.  
Second, the project site supports both of these desert scrub communities and Mohave 
ground squirrel habitat suitability has been mapped (Figure 2).  The entire project site is 
classified as suitable habitat for the species, with over 77% considered to be medium and 
high suitability.  Furthermore, the southern portion of the project site is located within the 
Mohave Ground Squirrel Conservation Area as designated in the BLM West Mojave 
Plan.  As a result of these considerations, the Applicant has chosen to assume presence of 
the species over the entire project site. 
 
The project site is located on the southern edge of Indian Wells Valley on El Paso Wash, 
a major wash system that drains the mountainous terrain to the south.  A recent review of 
the status of the Mohave ground squirrel (Leitner 2008) indicates that this site is adjacent 
to two areas known to support Mohave ground squirrel populations.  The Little Dixie 
Wash core area lies immediately to the west, while another population is known to be 
present to the north and east of the project site.  Thus, the project site may currently help 



to provide some habitat connectivity between these two populations (Figure 3), although 
there is extensive land to the north of the project site that could serve the same function.  
The wash system on which the project is located may constitute a linkage that provides 
habitat connectivity between Indian Wells Valley and areas to the south that support 
Mohave ground squirrel populations.   
 
While the construction of the project will result in loss of 1738 acres of Mohave ground 
squirrel habitat, the recent redesign of the project layout will avoid impact to El Paso 
Wash itself.  This will provide a north-south habitat connection and would allow wildlife 
movement through the project site.  Redesign has also resulted in avoidance of impact to 
another wash in the southwest corner of the project site.  This will provide an additional 
north-south habitat corridor along the western edge of the project site.  These two 
connections are shown on Figure 4.  While the project will clearly result in some habitat 
loss and fragmentation, habitat connectivity would be maintained within the project site.  
In addition, there are north-south habitat corridors both to the west and to the east of the 
project site that can provide connectivity (Figure 4).  It should be possible to maintain 
linkages from Indian Wells Valley to the south even with construction of the RSPP.   
 
 
[NOTE:  Figures/maps provided in January 25, 2010 submittal.] 
    






	01_DR 58 Addl Info Cover Ltr 020110
	02_POS List_020110
	03_Declaration of Service_020110
	04_RSPP DR 58 Addl Info_020110



