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January 14,2010 

Felicia Miller 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-15 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

This letter is to inform you of a concern the City of Lancaster has with Palmdale's power plant 
proposal. As you are aware the plant is located directly south of our jurisdiction and, for the 
most part, closer to the population of Lancaster than Palmdale. As a result, we have a concern 
relative to traffic. 

The City of Lancaster has reviewed the traffic impact study submitted for the Palmdale Hybrid 
Power Plant Project at Challenger Way (formerly 10th Street East) and Columbia Way (formerly 
Avenue M). It is requested that the following items of concern be further examined and 
addressed appropriately: 

1.	 The City of Lancaster is completely omitted in the discussion of Local LORS. Only the 
City of Palmdale and the County of Los Angeles are included. The City of Lancaster has 
its own circulation element and general plan, engineering design guidelines and 
Standards, Traffic Study Guidelines, and Encroachment Permit procedures. This 
information can be accessed on the City's website as follows: www.citvoflancasterca.org 

2.	 The analysis does not cover other important intersections such as: 
a.	 10th Street West & Avenue L 
b.	 Business Center Parkway & Avenue L 
c.	 4th Street East and Columbia Way 

3.	 The study incorrectly assumes that Challenger Way (loth Street East) & Avenue L is un
signalized. 

4.	 The correct street names should be used for Columbia Way (formerly Avenue M) and 
Challenger Way (formerly 10th Street East). 

5.	 Projected 2011 traffic volumes appear over-inflated, particularly along Columbia Way, 
owing to: 

a.	 Existing 2008 count data is high compared to Lancaster data 
b.	 Assumed annual growth rate of5.6% to 2011 vs. negative growth since 2007 
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6.	 Diverting construction traffic to Avenue L puts the burden on Lancaster streets and 
intersections for a project that benefits Palmdale. This commute route via Avenue L, 
prescribed for construction workers, adds a two-mile diversion and is not likely to be 
followed and is difficult to enforce. Columbia Way is the most direct route to access the 
project and should be the focus ofmitigation. 

7.	 The study does not show any Level of Service analysis using City of Lancaster
 
definitions of significant impact per the City's Traffic Study Guidelines.
 

If the above concerns are properly addressed the findings might include: 

1.	 2011 background traffic conditions will be better than portrayed in the study. 
2.	 The bulk of Project trips will be on Columbia Way, not Avenue L. 
3.	 Columbia Way can handle the added Project trips. 
4.	 Mitigation measures would be more beneficial at: 

a.	 Columbia Way and SR 14 Ramps (NB & SB Off) - signalize 
b.	 Columbia Way and Sierra Highway - add a 2nd WB left lane 
c.	 Challenger Way and Columbia Way - signalize 

In addition, some citizens expressed concerns with regard to potential air quality impacts of the 
plant. The plant's proximity to a number of sensitive receptors in our community is initially a 
cause for concern. Although the EIR seems to address air quality mitigations, our staff is 
currently investigating citizen concerns in this regard. If concerns arise from this investigation, 
we will provide additional comment on the issue as warranted. 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
on Caudle 

Deputy City Manager 
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 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION Docket No. 08-AFC-9 

 For the PALMDALE HYBRID 
POWER  PROJECT  PROOF OF SERVICE 

____________________________________   (Revised 10/01/2009) 

  
 

APPLICANT 
Thomas M. Barnett 
Executive Vice President 
Inland Energy, Inc. 
3501 Jamboree Road 
South Tower, Suite 606 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
tbarnett@inlandenergy.com 
 

Antonio D. Penna Jr. 
Vice President 
Inland Energy 
4390 Civic Drive 
Victorville, CA 92392 
tonypenna@inlandenergy.com 

 
Laurie Lile 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Palmdale 
38300 North Sierra Highway, Suite A 
Palmdale, CA 93550 
llile@cityofpalmdale.org 
  
APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS 
Sara Head, Vice President 
ENSR Corporation 
1220 Avenida Acaso 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
SHead@ensr.aecom.com 

 
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT 
Michael J. Carroll 
Marc Campopiano 
Latham & Watkins, LLP 
650 Town Center Drive, Ste. 2000 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626  
michael.carroll@lw.com 
marc.campopiano@lw.com 

 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 
*Erinn Wilson 
Staff Environmental Scientist 
Department of Fish & Game 
18627 Brookhurst Street, #559 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
E-mail preferred 
ewilson@dfg.ca.gov  
 
Michael  R. Plaziak, Manager 
Lahontan Regional   
Water Quality Control Board 
14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200 
Victorville, CA  92392-2306 
mplaziak@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Rick Buckingham 
3310 El Camino Avenue, LL-90 
State Water Project  
Power & Risk Office 
Sacramento, CA  95821 
E-mail preferred 
rbucking@water.ca.gov 
 
Manuel Alvarez 
Robert J. Tucker 
SoCal Edison 
1201 K Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
Manuel.Alvarez@sce,com 
Robert.Tucker@sce.com 
 
Christian Anderson 
Air Quality Engineer 
Antelope Valley AQMD 
43301 Division St, Suite 206 
Lancaster, CA  93535 
E-mail preferred 
canderson@avaqmd.ca.gov 

 
Jeffrey Doll 
Air Resources Engineer 
Energy Section/Stationary Sources 
CaliforniaAir Resources Board 
P.O. Box2815 
Sacramento, California 95812 
E-mail preferred 
jdoll@arb.ca.gov 
 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION  
JEFFREY D. BYRON 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
jbyron@energy.state.ca.us  
 
ARTHUR H. ROSENFELD 
Commissioner and Associate Member 
pflint@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Paul Kramer 
Hearing Officer 
pkramer@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Felicia Miller  
Project Manager 
fmiller@energy.state.ca.us 
 

Caryn Holmes 
Staff Counsel 
cholmes@energy.state.ca.us 
 

*Public Adviser 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 

I, Hilarie Anderson, declare that on, January 21, 2009, I served and filed copies of the 
attached City of Lancaster Comment Letter.  The original document, filed with the 
Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located 
on the web page for this project at: 
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/palmdale/index.html]. The document has 
been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service 
list) and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:   
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 
For service to all other parties: 

___ sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 

 

___ by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at Sacramento, 
California with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as 
provided on the Proof of Service list above to those addresses NOT marked 
“email preferred.” 

AND 

For filing with the Energy Commission: 

___ sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed 
respectively, to the address below (preferred method); 

OR 

___ depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 

 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION  
Attn:  Docket No. 08-AFC-9 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

 docket@energy.state.ca.us 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
 
 
 
      Original Signature in Dockets 
      Hilarie Anderson 
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