
EMERALD CALIFORNIAEMERALD CALIFORNIA 

LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO STATEWIDELOCAL  SOLUTIONS TO  STATEWIDE 
CHALLENGES

DATE
RECD SEP 08 2009

DOCKET
09-IEP-1N



WHAT  IS 
EMERALD  CALIFORNIA ? 



ELEMENTS FOR ACTION



VOLUNTARY  &  COLLABORATIVE
PROCESSPROCESS

STEP 1:  COMMIT ‐ A city/county adopts a 

resolution, committing to help achieve 

California’s environmental targets.California s environmental targets.  



NEXT STEPSNEXT  STEPS

STEP 2 & 3:STEP 2 & 3:
• Conduct a GHG inventory of facilities/community.

• Commit to support Regional Blueprint Plan if• Commit to support Regional Blueprint Plan , if 
adopted in your region. 

THEN  DOC & Local Officials Jointly:

• Conduct a Categorical Assessment• Conduct a Categorical Assessment.

• Select Environmental Priorities.

• Develop an Action Plan• Develop an Action Plan.



EMERALD CALIFORNIA TARGETS
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TARGETS (CONTINUED)TARGETS  (CONTINUED)
Waste Transportation Land
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Consumption
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CHALLENGES

Identify & Overcome Barriers to Local Action

•Lack of Resources  (technical & financial)

E t i f l t h i l I f ti•Easy access to meaningful, technical Information 

•Education of public & decision‐makers in creating  a 
sustainable community 



STATE  SERVICES
TO  LOCAL  CHALLENGES

•Identifies Potential 
Funding Opportunities

• Coordinates Amongst  State 
AgenciesFunding Opportunities Agencies

•Links LG Action to  • Shares Lessons Learned
State Targets

• Centralized Easy• Centralized, Easy 
Access to State 
InformationInformation



EMERALD CITIESEMERALD CITIES
Riverside  &  Tracy

Other LGs have Expressed Interest in Receiving Program 
S iServices:

• Analysis & Assessment of Sustainability Statusy y

• Strategic Planning Assistance

• Identification of Technical Services & Resources• Identification of Technical Services & Resources

• Assistance Benchmarking, Monitoring, Tracking & 
Reporting AchievementsReporting Achievements 



BENEFITSBENEFITS

I ll b i b i l l• Increases collaboration between state agencies, local 
governments & other entities

k f h l l l• Links state funds & technical resources to local needs

• Achieves state environmental goals & targets.

• Faster & effective implementation of sustainable 
practices
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES


