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Introduction 

Attached is a supplemental response by Solar Partners I, LLC; Solar Partners II, LLC; Solar 
Partners IV, LLC; and Solar Partners VIII, LLC (Applicant) to the California Energy 
Commission (CEC) Staff’s data request for the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System 
(Ivanpah SEGS) Project (07-AFC-5). This data request was the result of the PSA workshop 
discussion held at Primm, Nevada on January 9, 2009. As before, within each discipline area, 
the responses are presented in alphabetical order and are numbered for tracking and 
reference convenience. New graphics or tables are numbered in reference to the 
Supplemental Data Request number. For example, if a table were used in response to Data 
Request BR-5, it would be numbered Table BR5-1. The first figure used in response to Data 
Request BR-5 would be Figure BR5-1, and so on.  

The Applicant looks forward to working cooperatively with the CEC and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) staff and the other resource agencies as the Ivanpah SEGS Project 
proceeds through the licensing process. We trust that these responses address the Staff’s 
questions and we remain available to have any additional dialogue the Staff may require. 
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Biological Resources (BR-5) 

BR-5 During the January 9, 2009 workshop held in Primm, Nevada, Brian Croft of the 
USFWS provided materials for use as guidance in developing a desert tortoise 
translocation/relocation plan. Such a plan needs to be prepared by the Applicant 
with input from the various resource agencies. It will then be included in the 
Biological Assessment. 

Response: A Draft Desert Tortoise Translocation/Relocation Plan was submitted in 
Supplemental Data Response Set 2A as Attachment BR5-1A. Comments on that Plan 
were received and addressed in a revised Draft Desert Tortoise 
Translocation/Relocation Plan (Revision 1) as Attachment BR5-1B, which was 
submitted as Supplemental Data Response Set 2D.   

Comments on the Revision 1 document were received from CDFG and CEC on July 
14, 2009. In that letter, the CEC stated, “…no information is provided in the revised Plan 
that describes the density of resident desert tortoise at the proposed relocation/translocation 
sites.” 

In response to those comments, the Applicant has recently completed 100 percent 
coverage surveys for desert tortoise in the four potential translocation areas to the 
west of the Ivanpah SEGS project site (see Figure BR52B-1). The survey results are 
provided in Attachment BR5-2B. They indicate that density of desert tortoise in the 
area is low and that translocation into sites N1 through N4 would not overburden 
the existing population. 
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ATTACHMENT BR5-2B 

Desert Tortoise Surveys of  
Potential Translocation Areas 
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