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 APPLICANT’S STATUS REPORT #4 

 

On behalf of the City of Palmdale (“Applicant”) and pursuant to the Committee Scheduling 
Order issued on July 23, 2009, we hereby submit this Status Report #4. 

I. SCHEDULE  FOR COMPLETION OF PSA  

A. Committee Conference 

 At the request of the Applicant, a Committee Conference was held  on July 9, 2009 to 
discuss project scheduling.  The Committee’s initial Scheduling Order for PHPP dated 
December 16, 2008 indicated that a PSA would be issued on March 16, 2009 based on a standard 
12-month schedule.  At the Committee Conference, the City of Palmdale expressed its concerns that 
the PHPP review had fallen considerably behind schedule, jeopardizing the City’s ability to obtain 
federal stimulus funding. 

At the Committee Conference, Staff identified the additional  information it needed to 
complete the PSA.  In particular, Staff identified information related to Air Quality, Biology, Water 
Resources and Transmission System Engineering.  A revised Committee Scheduling Order was 
issued on July 23, 2009 requiring Staff to complete the PSA within “6 – 8 weeks after all necessary 
information mentioned at the July 9, 2009 Committee Conference is received by Staff.” 

Applicant provided the majority of the requested information in a submittal dated July 22, 
2009.   
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B. Workshop 

To address any  remaining information  necessary to complete the PSA, a publicly noticed 
teleconference was held on July 28, 2009.  There, Staff identified exactly what information it 
needed to complete the PSA in addition to the substantial information already provided by 
Applicant in its July 22, 2009 submittal.  In particular, Staff requested the following information at 
the Workshop to complete the PSA, all of which was provided to the Staff on July 31, 2009: 

• Water Resources:  Staff requested a conceptual site layout showing the drainage 
facilities associated with the proposed berm along East Avenue M.   

• Transmission Engineering:  Staff identified specific informational requests related 
to: (1) contacting the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power; (2) the 
transmission line crossings clearance in conformance with G.O. 95; (3) whether 
reconductoring would be required for the California Department of Water Resources 
line; and (4) maps associated with the Facilities Study Agreement.   

• Biology:  Erinn Wilson with the California Department of Fish and Game identified 
information related to ephemeral washes and drainage ditch crossings that would be 
needed for a Streambed Alteration Agreement.  However, on July 29, 2009, during a 
PHPP site visit, it was agreed by Staff and Erinn Wilson that no Streambed 
Alteration Agreement would be required because of project design features that 
would be incorporated into the PHPP.  Thus, the biological information requested at 
the Workshop is not technically required to complete the PSA because no Streambed 
Alteration will be needed.  Nonetheless, Applicant provided the information related 
to how the crossings would be accomplished at each location identified in its 
preliminary jurisdictional determination report and a short description of the 
methodologies to be used as requested at the Workshop in its July 31, 2009 
submittal.   

• Air Quality:  Staff did not request any additional information about Air Quality at 
the July 28, 2009 Workshop.  It was agreed that Applicant’s July 22, 2009 submittal 
provided enough information for the completion of the PSA section for Air Quality.   

C. Completion Date for PSA 

As described above, a relatively short list of items was identified as needed for the PSA at 
the July 9, 2009 Committee Conference.  Applicant provided the majority of the information 
requested at the Committee Conference in a submittal dated July 22, 2009.  Based on 
discussions/clarifications during the July 28, 2008 Workshop, Applicant subsequently provided 
additional responses to complete all outstanding informational requests in a submittal dated July 31, 
2009, thereby eliminating any barriers to the completion of the PSA. 

Given the Scheduling Order, it is Applicant’s expectation that Staff will complete the PSA 
within six weeks of Applicant’s July 31, 2009 submittal, or Friday, September 11, 2009.  The 
Scheduling Order provides Staff with two extra weeks (i.e., eight weeks instead of six) to account 
for potential delays related to mandated furlough days and Staff’s heavy application load, thus 
making Friday, September 25, 2009 the final completion deadline for the PSA. 
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II. FACILITY STUDY SUBMITTED BY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON TO THE 
CALIFORNIA INDEPENDENT SYSTEMS OPERATOR 

Applicant has received confirmation from Mr. Drew Brabb, Project Manager, at Southern 
California Edison, that the Facilities Study for the PHPP (Identification No.:  TOT154 Palmdale 
Power Project) was submitted to the California Independent Systems Operator on July 30, 2009.  
This information was also relayed to Staff in Applicant’s submittal dated July 31, 2009. 

III. ADDITIONAL KEY OBSERVATION POINTS REQUESTED BY STAFF 
FOLLOWING THE COMMITTEE WORKSHOP 

Following the Committee Conference, Staff requested a conceptual site layout that included 
more detail regarding the proposed berm to be located along East Avenue M, including the 
dimensions of the berm.  Staff also requested that the Applicant modify Key Observation Point-l 
(KOP-l) and KOP-4, as presented in the Application for Certification, and eliminate KOP-2 and 
KOP-3.  At the Committee Conference, Staff only identified informational requests related to Air 
Quality, Biology, Water Resources and Transmission Engineering.  Visual Resources informational 
requests were not identified.  

As expressed during the Workshop, Applicant is very concerned about the timing of this 
request and its potential to add costs and delays to the City of Palmdale.  The Applicant provided 
the requested site layout with the additional dimensional information in its submittal dated July 31, 
2009.  Furthermore, based on assurances from Staff that this item will not delay the issuance of the 
PSA, Applicant agreed to prepare the revised visual simulations from the modified KOPs.  
Applicant is working  with Staff to ensure that the locations of the modified KOPs are acceptable 
prior to preparation of the revised simulations, and to that end, Applicant provided photographs for 
Staff’s consideration on August 4, 2009.  With these changes, it is anticipated that KOP-l, as 
modified, will remain KOP-l; KOP-4, as modified, will become KOP-2; and KOP-5, as it currently 
exists, will become KOP-3. 

DATED:  August 5, 2009 Respectfully submitted, 

           /S/ MARC T. CAMPOPIANO 

___________________________________ 
Marc T. Campopiano 
LATHAM & WATKINS LLP 
Counsel to Applicant 












