
 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA       THE  RESOURCES  AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER,  Governor

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516  NINTH  STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA   95814-5512   

 
DATE:   July 30, 2009 
 
TO:  Interested Parties 
 
FROM: Ron Yasny, Compliance Project Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Gateway Generation Station (00-AFC-1C) 

Staff analysis of proposed Air Quality Amendment  
 
On May 8, 2009, the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) filed a petition with the 
California Energy Commission requesting to modify the Gateway Generating Station 
(formerly known as the Contra Costa Power Plant Unit 8).  The 530-megawatt project 
was certified by the Energy Commission on May 30, 2001. Construction of the facility 
started late in 2001 and was suspended in February of 2002 due to financial difficulties 
of the owner Mirant Delta, LLC.  PG&E restarted construction in February of 2007 and 
the facility began operating with construction approximately 98% complete on January 
4, 2009.  The facility is located on Wilbur Avenue, east of the city of Antioch, in Contra 
Costa County.  
 
The current amendment request would modify several Air Quality conditions to more 
fully reflect the August 1, 2007 amendment, update the equipment description, and 
renumber some conditions: 
 

• Replace the permitted natural gas-fired preheater with a smaller dewpoint heater 
and increase allowable daily hours of operation. 

• Replace the motor driven fire water pump with a 300 kW diesel engine fire water 
pump . 

• Revise the facility PM10 emission limits to reflect elimination of the wet cooling 
tower. 

• Revise references to “Contra Costa Unit 8” and “CC8” to reflect the current 
project name. 

• Delete references to steam injection and/or power augmentation. 
• Make minor conforming changes for consistency with the District issued permit. 

   
 
Energy Commission staff reviewed the petition and assessed the impacts of this 
proposal on environmental quality, public health and safety, and proposes revisions to 
existing conditions of certification for the following: 
 

• Replace references to Contra Costa Unit 8 or CCPP Unit 8 with Gateway 
Generating Station or GGS in Conditions of Certification AQ-1, 5, 6, 29, 30, 32, 
33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43 and 44. 
 

• Renumber AQC-1 and AQC-2 to AQ-SC1 and AQ-SC2, respectively. 
 

• Renumber AQ-45 and AQ-46 to AQ-SC3 and AQ-SC4, respectively. 
 

• Renumber AQ-47 to AQ-SC5 and replace “preheater” with "dewpoint heater."  
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• Delete "preheater"  in Conditions of Certification AQ-5 and AQ-24. 
 

• Revise Condition of Certification AQ-6 to allow the optional monitoring of O2 as 
diluents (i.e. a diluting or thinning agent) instead of CO2. 
 

• Revise Condition of Certification AQ-20, 26, and 30 to eliminate references to 
steam injection power augmentation. 

 
• Revise Conditions of Certification AQ-24 to reflect the facility's new PM10 

emission limits, and revise Condition of Certification AQ- 39 and 40 to reflect 
lower Sulfur Oxides needing to be surrendered to offset the project’s lower PM10 
emissions. 

 
• Add Conditions of Certification AQ-SC6 to AQ-SC11 to address the emergency 

fire pump engine. 
 

 
With the implementation of revised conditions, the project will remain in compliance with 
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards and the proposed condition 
changes will not result in a significant adverse direct or cumulative impact to the 
environment (Title 20, California Code of Regulations, Section 1769). A copy of this 
analysis is attached to this notice. 
 
The amendment petition and staff’s analysis have been posted on the Energy 
Commission’s webpage at 
www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/gateway/compliance/index.html.  The Energy 
Commission’s Order (if approved) will also be posted on the webpage.  Energy 
Commission staff will recommend approval of the petition at the August 26, 2009, 
Business Meeting of the Energy Commission.  If you have comments on this proposed 
modification, please submit them to me at the address below prior to August 13, 2009. 

    
Ron Yasny, Compliance Project Manager 

   California Energy Commission 
   1516 9th Street, MS-2000 
   Sacramento, CA  95814 
Comments may be submitted by fax to (916) 654-3882, or by e-mail to 
ryasny@energy.state.ca.us.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 651-
1127.  
 
For further information on how to participate in this proceeding, please contact the 
Energy Commission Public Adviser’s Office, at (916) 654-4489, or toll free in California 
at (800) 822-6228, or by e-mail at publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us. News media 
inquiries should be directed to the Energy Commission Media Office at (916) 654-4989, 
or by e-mail at mediaoffice@energy.state.ca.us. 
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