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Dear Mr. Kessler:

After reviewing the comments concerning visual, migration, and noise, We feel that these sections should once again be
revisited as cultural impediments.

Also we would request that the following information be considered to be included in the final
Stal” Assessment report (See attachments 1 and 2). The information we feel shows the connection and importance of the
Carrizo Plains area to the Salinan people.

We disagree with the insignificant level given concerning proposed impacts to cultural resources in this sacred arca. We
would ask that a level of significance be given concerning possible impacts to cultural resources when it comes to this
project. We would request for consideration that the following wording is added to the mitigation measures and conditions
of approval for this project. “That a cultural resource specialist be contracted through the Salinan Tribe of San Luis
Obispo and Monterey Counties to be on site during all ground disturbances.”

Intervenor

John | h, Traditional Lead

Attachments | and 2

Ce: Native American heritage commission
Proof of Service List, (Docket 07-AFC-8)
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The region around this rock is desolate and arid, several springs in the neighbor-
hood having a decided alkaline taste. T'he rock itself is about fifty feet high and
two hundred feet in circumference. The interior is hollow, forming a sort of
dome-shaped cave, the sides near the ground sloping almast horizontally, and
shelved. On the shelves, and surrounding the inside of the cave, are the paint-
ings, which are quite well preserved. “The colors used are crimson, white and
hlack.—On another portion of the walls are two men joined together, equal in
¢ and design,—perhaps two of the lesser gods, Below there is a serpent,
with # head at each end, and many feet. This with the Aztecs meant time,
Could it not here mean the same? It has been suggested that this cave, which
a year ago was used as a sheep corral, once may have served as a rude temple,
Tn that case there would be no doubt of the religious character of the symbals."

As may be seen in the illustrations, the two individuals stand side
by side, their inner arms united. Hanging from their outer arms, which
are in an extended position, are designs similar to those described by
Steward in “Petroglyphs of California,” as follows:

Rain symbals—A number of designs which may be rain symbols are shown
in Agure go and their distribution is given on map 24. They all have the com-
mon feature of straight or wavy lines “dropping” (in cvery case but one, site
48) from some kind of design. As these dropping lines (rainf ) are more or
less alike in each case, it may be that this is simply an claboration of the rake
design or that the rake design is a simplification of this,"* )

Mr. Albert B. Reagan writes in correspondence of June 27, 1931:

T have heen looking up those drawings on pictographs and T find that they arc
discussed at leagth by Dr. Julian H. Steward in “Petroglyphs of California and
Adjoining States,” University of California Publications in American Archar-
ology and Ethnolugy, Vol XXIV, Na. 2, 1929, pages 1007104, Plates 50-54;
and by Dr. Krocher in Bulletin 78, Burean of dmerican Ethnology, pages
936-939 and Plate 83, Neither writer attempts to conjecture what the pictures
were intended to portr Krocher’s cut of the flying men, however, is pic-
tred in the reverse of your drawings and those given by Steward. In Kroeber's
drawings they are shown flying through the heavens on the wings of the clouds
with a candled, almost rainhow-shaped altar at their feet, a candle being repre-
sented at cach end of the altar and eleven placed upon it. It would appear from
the cut that the altar and the two priests are flying as 2 whole through the

heavens.,

W, H. G Schulte, “Raock Painting in California,” 7'he Sequaia {Stanford Uni-
versity, January 11, 1895), p. 191

V5 [ niversity of California Publications in American Archacolugy and Ethunlagy,
X1V, 199,
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in the previous division of this chapter, the writer at length had her
attention drawn to these other paintings, the so-called “Piedra Pintada”
on the Carrizo Plain, nearly fifty miles from Taft, in San Luis Obispo
County, California.

About one hundred and ninety miles separate Ja cueva pintada from
the Carrizo Plain, but trails undoubtedly then skirted the open coun-
try, and travel, as today, was unimpeded except where the approaches
led to higher elevations. The location with which this article now deals
is deseribed by Steward as follows:

93 Pe. Carriso rock, San Luis Obispo County.—This site has one ot the
best known pictographic groups in southern California, Ihe paintings oceur
on a large granite dome rising from the Carriso plains. “This is located on the
United States Grological Survey topographical map, McKittrick quaddrangle,
The main group is on the walls of a cul-de=sac or amphitheatre eroded in the

side of the dome (figs. 34, 353 pls. 53, 54).'F

On page 104, Fig. 150, of Steward’s monograph, s a rather crude
drawing of the portion of these ancient paintings with which the writer
15 concerned,

Of the painting which we are considering, the carliest illustration
of the two figures which to all appearances is fairly accurate was pub
lished in the Wesr Coast Magazine in August, 1910, under the title,
“La Piedra Pintada—The Painted Rock of California,” by Myron
Angel. This publication was under the editorship of John Steven
MecGroarty,™

‘The sume year Myron Angel published a book using the same title
for the enlarged edition as that which appeared in the West Coast
Magazine, but the drawing of the two men did not appear in it. How-
ever, opposite Angel’s page $2 are to be found five illustrations, “Views
of’ the Painted Rock taken by R. AL Homes in 1876.7 The obvious
inference is that the picture in the West Coast Magazine was made at
the same time (1876) and by the sume photographer, R, A, Homes.

Mr. W, H. G, Schulte wrote as follows:

Stll more striking s the “Painted Rock” of Carrisa Pluin, in the south-
cistern part of San Luis Ul\inpu (fmml_\-‘, jtl.-;l un the hcllllltl:lr_\' of Kern lent)-‘.

" Julian ML Steward, “Petroglyphs of California and Adjoining States,” Uwni-
versity of Califurwia Publications in Awmerican Archaeology and Ethnedagy (California
Press, Berkeley, California, 1yz2q), Vol 11,

" Vol VI, No. 5, August 1y1o (Grafons Publishing Company, Los Angeles),
p. 400.
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of day was reckoned by the height of the sun.

point of departure. Fime
... Long journeys were estimated by suns.'”

In addition to the sun, which was definitely placed at the extremity
of the right arm of the cross, there were four other similar drawings
without the rays of the sun. These may have been moons by which the
Indians had computed time. Pictographs decorated the cross, as may
be scen in the illustration. Since but few pictographs are known in
California, may it not be assumed that at least a portion of the drawings
were placed there by representatives of tribes not Salinan? However
this may be, within the cave were the manifestations of both Christian
influence and Indian worship.

If the sun and the moon were the supreme manifestations of their
idolatry, the adoration of their own gods was made pre-eminent when
they adorned the arms of the cross with the sun and moon. The writer
prefers to consider that these were the gods the Indians referred to
when, according to Serra’s report in 1773, ‘they | the Indians]| declared
in what place the cave of their Tdols is sitwated, in order that the
Iathers may go whenever they please andd destroy everything in e

When daylight penetrates deepest into the cave there may be seen
the outling of two other ancient crosses, Were these crosses placetl in
the cave to confirm the fact that an carly explorer had fulfilled his
ad made his way to these lone mountains in order
that he might bring the Christian religion to the pagan souls? Do they
tend to strengthen the legend told by the ndian woman Agueda that
her father had known of the arrival in that country of a man who
wore the dress of a friar?

The preservation of these crosses by the San Antonio IFathers in
1771 is an outstanding example of how valuable such a legacy may
become. For where in this great Woest s there extant a sun and moon
worship combined with the symbolic cross of another re-

mission? That he h

of native
ligion?
LA PIEDRA PINTADA

San Antonio Mission cave with the
ho had prcccdcd Serra receives
arallel consideration of Indian
ated the conjecture presented

The possible connection of the
Indian tradition of missionaries W
vather distinet confirmation from a p
paintings in another cave. Having formul

16 Mason, The Ethnalagy of the Saliman ndians, pp. 182 and 133,

W ad i furaia Farmer, October 20, 1865, p. 94
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San Antonio de Padua
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oA narraTive reviewing early explorations in the region,
the establishment of the Mission, its change of location, and
its subsequent history, and analyzing for the first time its type
of architecture and its system of irrigation « Together with a
pertinent Indian legend as to the arrival of certain Christian
missienaries by air early in the seventeenth century

By FRANCES RAND SMITH
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The Painted Rock. I.a Piedra Pintada a legend: by Myron Angel, Padre
Productions of California. Pages 17-38 and Pg. 39, = Compares Painted Rock’s
Sacredness and its importance to Cariaao Plains to Mount Sinai. Mount Ararat.
Mount Moniah, Mount Pisgah and more. States it possesses a unique geological
formation. Back cover. * San Luis Obispo’s great archaeological landmark™.

Legends of California’s Bandidos, by Agnus Macl.can. Pg. 132, = Carisso Plains
was an important place for early settlers. Pg. 142, Carissa Plains was an old
outlaw trail™. Pg. 144, Plains was old mail route from the settlement of
Bakersfield and the coast town of San Luis Obispo™ Pg. 153, Historic legends of
murder and burials at Dead Man's Flat, Carisso Plains™. Pg 157, Famous
exceution and court marshal of bandido Juan Mater™. Pg. 215, Legend of the
pickled Dutchman.

The Light from Carrisa Plains: A Tribal Memoir. A current project by Dr.
Deborah Miranda. Assistant Professor of English at Washington and Lee
University.

The Condor and the Native Americans, * Outdoor California. ™ September
And October 1983, Pages 7 and 8.

“Nellic Bromley of Painted Rock™ by Dubin. Pauline Bradley (an articie in La
Vista), June 1980. pages 9-14.

JP Harrington Microfilm. reel 084, frame 0005. Miguelenos extended cast as
far as Carrizo and La Panza.

. U. 8. Department of Interior Report, ixee. Summary 1995. page 1.~ The Carrizo

Plain Natural Arca (CNPA). lying adjacent to the southwest cdge of the San
Joaquin Valley is the largest remaining tract of the San Joaquin Valley.
Ethnographic information for this region of California is not well defined but
research indicates that the Carrizo Plain is near the interface of three different
cultural affiliations. the Chumash, the Southern Valley Yokuts, land the
Salinan.

. The Language of the Salinan Indians. University of California Publication in

American Archaeology and Ethnology. Vol. 14, No. 1. pp.1-154. January 10,
1918. By J. Alden Mason. University of California Press Berkeley. Pages 112,
113 and 114. “The Serpent.” "Once there was an animal which ate the Indians
114 and was called Serpent. The Whirlwind was his protector and brought him
food.”
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CARRIZO PLAINS AND CALIFORNIA VALLEY NATIVE AMERICAN REFERENCE
MATERIAL

THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS SHOW THE IMPORTANCE OF THE AREA TO TIIE
INDIGINOUS PEOPLE.

ad

Culture. Style. and Chronology: The rock Art of the Carrizo Plain. By William D.
Hyder. Georgia Lee and Mark Oliver. Paper presented at the 1984 American Rock
Art Research Association meetings. Boulder City, Nevada. Page 2 1o 4: The
Carrizo Plain. Page 4 to 9: The Carrizo Plain: A cultural crossroads. Page 10 to
14: Rock Art Styles in the Carrizo Plain.

].a Vista Val. 3. No. 1: June 1972, Homesteaders in the Shanden Valley,
Published by the San Luis Obispo County Historical Society 696 Monterey
Street. San Luis Obispo. CA 93401. Page 45: Changing Ecology of the Carrizo
Plain.

The Mission of San Antonio de Padua. By Frances Rand Smith. 1932 Stanford
University Press Stanford University, California. London: Humphrey Milford
Oxford University Press. Page 93 to 99, Farly Indian Legend.

The Curse of the Feathered Snake and other stories: By Angus Macl.can.
Dedicated 1o the memory of the people who left their cryptic messages on the
walls of La Piedra Pintada (1lacatepetl), there on the plains of La Carrias. Pg. 4.
= Instinctively directing athe course of her flight aback towards a the legendary
land of her people. the Feathered Snake People™ Pg. 5.7 In due time I was
baptized in the vencrable Mission San Migue! Arcagel (called by the Indios
Mescaltitlan) and [ was christenencd which the Christian name of Jose, and the
Indian name I was given at birth was in time forgotten. And it was there on the
Plains of La Carrisa that 1 grew to manhood, acquiring skill as a Vaquero: and in
time 1 became el mayordomo of El Rancho Aqua de Las Leguas now owned by
Senor Archibald MeAlister™. Pg. 7. a [leet footed messenger brought to the chief
of the feathered Snake people a message from the land ol Talaclan (Mexico), the
land of the Aztee. the Toltecs, and the Chichimeces. The message that the Aztees.
the Toltees and the Chichimees had instigated the gruesome ritual of human
sacrifice. and were advocating that Kindred tribes do likewise™ Pg. 15, And a
curse will fall upon this beautiful Plan of Sa Carrisa! A curse for all time and all
people. This curse shall lie dormant and they must treat the land with respect”.
Pg.65. 1t was here that Frank and Jesse James spent the winter ol 1868-09 with
Their uncle Drury James.



LEoT ‘o1 .Er_aUO B[N Cd uyo|

AQ ;o[




C oA e

e e R

N e

~&f EARLY INDIAN LEGEND fe- 97

In the illustration here used, a photograph taken by Mr. John .
McMillan, Carrizo Plain, on October 10, 1931, there is every appear-

ance of there having been a twelfth candle at the extreme left of the

altar. Twelve candles are represented in the drawing referred to in the
West Coast Magazine of August 1910,

The “flying men” might very well be the characters referred to
by Paléu in the Life of Junipero Serra ( James translation ), page 120.
This Palou again refers to on page 330 when he quotes from a letter
written by Rev. Father Fray Alonso de Benavides, custos of New
Mexico, 1631, as follows: “. ... our Father conducted thither two
Friars of our order and they baptized the chief and many of the
people, and they suffered martyrdom. She |Mother Marfa de Jests|
says that they were not Spaniards and also that many of the Christian
Indians were martyred, . . . "

On page 331 of Paldu’s Life of Junipero Serra is a letter signed
by Sister Maria de Jests ( from the village of Agucda on the boundary
of Castile) which refers to the period of 1620 to 1631 as that vver
which the work of the fathers progressed in the conversion of the In-
dian nations. This also was mentioned in the letter by Benavides.
Mother Maria de Jestis was carried, it is said (page 329), to the nations
of the north by the “Ministry of Angels” to assist unseen the Fathers
as they journeyed in the region of New Mexico and it was her belief
that “the Indians would only have to look upon our friars to be con-
verted.”

On the Painted Rock of the Carrizo Plain the “fying men” and
the clouds beneath their arms which appear as wings may be symbolical
of the power of Mother Maria de Jests to accompany these pricsts in
their journcys, possibly as early as 1620. lFurthermore, *alou’s state-
ment regarding the Indian woman Agueda would lead one to suppose
that her life span and that of her father place the incident of the friar
«who had come neither on foot over the hills but flying” to the region
of San Antonio as not far from the year 1620. As Benavides did not

1 Padre Alonso Benavides came as the first custodio 10 New Mexico, and brought
with him twenty-seven friars. Bancroft's Works, “drizona and Neww Mexira" page
160, San Francisco (The History Company, publishers, 188¢). Bancroft, on page
146, mentions Benavides as one of the writers of New Mexico whose annals covered
the period of 15991679, On page 162 is this satement: “Padre Benavides went in
person o Spain, and his report to the king, dated Madrid, 630, although meagre and
superficial in comparison with what it might have been, is the most important author-
ity extant on these times.” And, further, on page 400 “1 Benavides did not return

o N. Mexico but hecame archbishop af Goa in A=
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Salinan Tribe of San Luis Obispo and Monterey Counties
John Burch, Traditional Lead

8315 Morro Road #202

Atascadero, CA 93422

salinantribef@aol.com

Check (all that Apply)
For service to all other parties:
X sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list;
by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at Sacramento, California
with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as provided on the Proof of Service
list above to those addresses NOT marked "email preferred.”
AND

For filing with the Energy Commission:

A sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed
respectively, to the address below (preferred method);

OR
depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows:
CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Attn: Docket No. 07-AFC-8
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

docket@enerqy.state.ca.us

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Isl Iy é). K009

John Burch, Traditional Lead Date,’]
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Anc_estors of John Walter BURCH 1 _ 19 Dec 2007

John Wesley BURCH ( 16 Nov ]0"7)
bcorgc Frank BURCH 1 (12 Qct 1924-)
Louis Wilson MCCORMACK (abt 1827-1906)
! Frank Blas MCCORMACK 1B Clareno (abt 1869-21 May 1953)
| - Catherine FORBES* 1B Clareno (abt 1837-4 Dec 1888)
Margaret Rose MCCORMACK 1 (17 Apr 1896-13 May 1960)
i William GOVERS (-)
. Leandro, Andrew or Leonardo GOVERS 1 (1 Dec 1853-31 Jan 1929)
! ' . Miguel ROCHIN (-)
' ' Leandro Maria ROCHIN (1806-1 Apr 1853)
S Manuela MENDOZA (-)
Maria Encarnacion Cristina aka Edna ROCHIN 1 (23 Jul 1830-)
I i, Juan Antonio ROMERO (-)
. Maria Francisca de Paula ROMERO 1 (2 Apr 1810-1 Apr 1872)
[ ' | Juan Maria RULZ (-)
: | Francisca Maria RUIZ 1 (25 Jan 1787-10 Jul 1855)
! |1 - GENTILE (-)
| Margarita de Cortona [ (abt 1751-2 Jul 1823)
 GENTILE (-)
Anasthasia lgnes 1 (abt 1713-8 Dec 1784)
Agata Maria 1 (abt 1673-26 Jul 1778)
‘\/lar:,,r (Maria) Aloysius GOVERS | (1 Dec 1879-bef 1908)
Jose Ricardo Dolores HIGUERA (abt 1819-)
- Maria Manuela HIGUERA 1 (12 Jul 1850-bef 1920)
Miguel ROCHIN (-)
Leandro Maria ROCHIN (1806-1 Apr 1853)
Manuela MENDOZA (-)
Maria Petra ROCHIN | (abt 1828-)
Juan Antonio ROMERO (-)
Maria Francisca de Paula ROMERO 1 (2 Apr [810-1 Apr 1872)
' Juan Maria RUIZ (-)
Francisca Maria RUIZ 1 (25 Jan 1787-10 Jul 1855)
(- GENTILE (-)
| Margarita de Cortona 1 (abt 1751-2 Jul 1823)
| GENTILE (-)
Anasthasia Ignes | (abt 1713-8 Dec 1784)
Agata Maria 1 (abt 1673-26 Jul 1778)

John Walter BURCH 1 (16 Dec 1949-)

Edna May LAMB (-}
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pictograph of what appears to be an individual with an elongated and
unnarural head. To the left side and a part of the pictograph is a
drawing of the sun, and Mr. Albert Reagan’s comment was that the
Hopi and Pueblo Indians helieve in a person masked as the sun. A
drawing of this, which emphasizes the worship of the sun-god, is to
be found in “T.a Piedra Pintada—The Painted Rock of California” by
Myron Angel.

Our party, having reached the cave when the morning light was
clear and illuminating, observed the paintings to the best advantage.
Some of these frescoes are still rich in ther contrasts of black and red,
while others are hardly discernible, having faced nearly broadside to
the open sky. However, severe storms or winds which wore away with
cutting sand the hard surface of the rock have failed thus far to de-
stroy the pictographs of this ancient temple.

Thix great cave measures in length about onc hundred and fifty
feet from the twenty-foot opening to the rear of the cave, and about
cighty feet in its greatest width.

All of the paintings, with a very few exceptions, were on the south-
ern wall of the cave and the floor from this side of the interior sloped
upward almost diagonally to inner caves which undoubtedly served as
emall audience chambers during ccremonials. The ceilings of these
caves had been blackened Jong ago, and within one were found two
carefully formed mortar holes.

Irom a selected position before the caves a view is afforded of an
clevated shelf or anticling, the point just opposite which was found by
ohservation to be about two-thirds of the length of the cave from the
entrance. The average height of this shelf is about ten feet from what
appears to be its lower edge. Above the shelf to a small protecting
ledge it is three and one-half feet. Just beneath this sharply protrud-
ing ledge is the pictograph of the “flying men” entirely protected
from all inclement weather. Although there has possibly been some
falling away of the clouds or wing effccts beneath the outstretched
arms of the two human figures, the picture is still well preserved.

Yet our photograph of the ancient Indian painting as it is today
is not a faithful one, for evidences of vandalism within the cave were
carefully removed from the negative which we have used. How long
the painting can remain as unimpaired as it is now is a serious question.
The movement to place the cave under state protection is surely to be

commended.
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Jearn until 1631 from Mother Maria de Jeshs of her power to accom-
pany the priests in their journeys, the drawing of the “flying men”
probably was not placed on the Painted Rock of the Carrizo Plain
until some time following 1631 unless the idea of the miraculous
power of flying may have preceded the idea of Mother Marfa de
Jests as one of the views relating to the history of the church. Or
should the reader surmise that the two friars, who finally suffered
martyrdom, themselves placed upon “La Piedra Pintada” a record of
their passing through the Carrizo Plain? Whether the years are added
or taken away, the time of reckoning (1

baptis = Indian woman Agyed;

must be base yon_the
site of the old Mission

It was not until the intense heat of the summer months had mad-
erated that the writer made the Journey on October 10, 1931, through
the Temblor Runge of mountains and over a short stretch of desert

Lu Piedra Pintada, the main rock where pamntings are found, faces the east.
Photo by John P. McMillan, Augua 1530,

tu visit the Painted Rock. It was an opportunity which had long been
sought and an event which promised much over which to ponder. A
result was hoped for which would verify if possible in pictographic
record the fragments of history which Palou had noted cuncerning the
two carly explorers, one of whom the Indian woman Agueda had re-
counted as having come over the hills not on foot but flying.

This Painted Rock, “La Piedra Pintada,” opens toward the rising
sun and might well be called the Sun Temple, for on the southern
and inner wall and well to the front of other paintings is a large-sized
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