
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 6, 2012 
 
James G. Kenna, State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
California State Office 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1623 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 
Dear Mr. Kenna: 
 
I am writing to today with regards to the DRECP planning effort currently underway as it 
relates to the Pipes Canyon Buttes.  Two of the four buttes, Flat Top and Black Lava, 
are BLM land, and are truly iconic for the surrounding communities.  Because of their 
location in a desert/mountain transition zone, proximity to other rare plant communities 
on the slope of the Northern San Bernardino Mountains, and unique soil composition, 
the buttes are excellent candidates for rare and endemic plants. 
 
In response to a wind project filed for a greater part of the buttes, Save Our Desert has 
organized professional biologists and local volunteers to survey the area to catalog 
biological resources.  This is part of an ongoing effort to seek protection for the Buttes 
as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 
 
I have attached the lists of plants and animal species found to date for consideration as 
part of the DRECP.  While we will continue to add to these lists and apologize for the 
piecemeal nature of the submission, we know that the DRECP effort is ongoing and 
believe it important to consider these results.  Of greatest importance is the presence of 
Robison's  Monardella and Galium angustifolium ssp. gracillimum, and likely habitat for 
the Parish's Daisy and Little San Bernardino Linanthus.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
June 10, 2012 
 
Frazier Haney 
Co-Chair, Save Our Desert 
 
CC:  Vicki Campbell, Program Manager; Amy Fesnock, Program Manager 

rmoyer
New Stamp



Bio-Blitz

Plants
Species List

Sceintific Name Common Name Distribution

1 Acacia greggii Cat‐Claw frequent
2 Acamptopappus sphaerocephalus Goldenhead
3 Amaranthus fimbriatus Fringed Amaranth
4 Ambrosia dumosa Burrobush
5 Ambrosia salsola Cheesebush common
6 Amsinckia menziesii var. intermedia Fiddleneck occasional
7 Amsinckia tessellata Fiddleneck frequent
8 Antirrhinum filipes Twining Snapdragon rare
9 Arabis sp. Rockcress
10 Arctostaphylos glauca Manzanita occasional
11 Arenaria macradenia Desert Sandwort
12 Arenaria macradenia var macradenia rare
13 Aristida adencensionis
14 Aristida purpurea infrequent
15 Artemisia dracunculus Tarragon/Wormwood infrequent
16 Astragalus (sp.) infrequent
17 Astragalus douglasii Douglas' milkvetch infrequent
18 Atriplex canescens Four‐Wing Saltbush occasional
19 Baccharis sarothroides Broom Baccharis common
20 Baccharis sergiloides Squaw Waterweed occasional
21 Baileya pleniradiata Wooly Desert Marigold rare
22 Bebbia juncea Sweetbush
23 Bouteloua aristidoides
24 Bouteloua barbata
25 Brickellia arguta Pungent Brickellbush uncommon
26 Brickellia californica California Brickelbush
27 Brickellia desertorum Desert Brickelbush uncommon
28 Bromus rubens Red Brome
29 Bromus tectorum Cheatgrass common
30 Bromus trinii rare
31 Calochortus kennedyi Mariposa Lily frequent
32 Calochortus (sp.)  rare
33 Camissonia sp.
34 Castilleja (sp.) Desert Paintbrush occasional
35 Castilleja angustifolia Desert Indian Paintbrush
36 Ceanothus (sp.) infrequent
37 Centrostegia thurberi Thurber's Spiny Herb rare
38 Chaenactis carphoclinia Pebble Pincushion infrequent
39 Chamaesyce albomarginata Rattlesnake Weed frequent
40 Chamaesyce micromeria
41 Chamaesyce(cf.) polycarpa occasional
42 Chamaesyce setiloba Yuma sand‐mat
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43 Cheilanthes covillei Coville's Lip Fern infrequent
44 Cheilanthes parryi Parry's Lip Fern infrequent
45 Chenopodium californica Pigweed
46 Chilopsis linearis Desert Willow frequent
47 Chrysothamnus teretifolius Green Rabbitbrush
48 Coleogyne ramosissima Blackbrush common
49 Coreopsis bigelovii Bigelow's Coreopsis
50 Cryptantha micrantha popcorn flower occasional
51 Curcurbita palmata Coyote Melon
52 Cuscuta (Sp.) * Dodder infrequent
53 Cylindropuntia echinocarpa frequent
54 Datura wrightii Jimson Weed infrequent
55 Delphinium parishii Desert Larkspur occasional
56 Descurainia pinnata Tansy Mustard infrequent
57 Dichelostemma capitatum Desert Hyacinth/Blue Dicks
58 Dudleya saxosa  Rock Live forever infrequent
59 Echinocactus polycephalus Cottontop Cactus infrequent
60 Echinocereus engelmanii Hedgehog Cactus frequent
61 Elymus elymoides Botttlebrush/Squirreltail occasional
62 Encelia actonii Acton Encelia occasional
63 Encelia farinosa Brittlebush/Incienso rare
64 Ephedra californica California Ephedra frequent
65 Ephedra nevadensis Nevada Ephedra frequent
66 Ephedra viridis Green Ephedra occasional
67 Epilobium canum California Fuchsia frequent
68 Eremocarpus setigerus Dove Weed
69 Eriastrum diffusum Miniature Woolstar common
70 Eriastrum eremicum Desert Eriastrum frequent
71 Ericameria cooperii Cooper's Goldenbush uncommon
72 Ericameria cuneata var.spathulata Cliff Heathgoldenrod infrequent
73 Ericameria cuneatus Rock Goldenbush occasional
74 Ericameria linearifolia Linear‐leaved Goldenbush frequent
75 Eriodictyon trichocalyx Yerba Santa frequent
76 Eriogonum davidsonii Davidson's Buckwheat occasional
77 Eriogonum elongatum Long‐stemmed Buckwheat uncommon
78 Eriogonum fasciculatum  California Buckwheat frequent
79 Eriogonum fasciculatum var. polifolium California Buckwheat frequent
80 Eriogonum inflatum Desert Trumpet frequent
81 Eriogonum maculatum Spotted Buckwheat infrequent
82 Eriogonum nidularium Birdnest Buckwheat
83 Eriogonum plumatella Yucca/Flat‐top Buckwheat infrequent
84 Eriogonum wrightii Wright's Buckwheat
85 Erioneuron pulchellum Fluff grass
86 Eriophyllum confertiflorum Yarrow occasional
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87 Eriophyllum sp.
88 Erodium cicutarium Filaree frequent
89 Eschscholzia minutiflora Pygmy Goldenpoppy
90 Eucrypta chrysanthemifolia  rare
91 Euphorbia (sp.) frequent
92 Euphorbia albomarginata
93 Ferocactus Cylindraceus Barrel Cactus rare
94 Forestiera pubescens Desert Olive occasional
95 Galium (sp.) rare
96 Galium angustifolium ssp. Gracillimum Narrow Leaved Bedstraw
97 Gilia sp.
98 Grayia spinosa Hop Sage frequent
99 Guillenia lasiophylla California mustard
100 Gutierrezia microcephala Matchweed occasional
101 Hilaria rigida Big Galleta Grass infrequent
102 Hordium sp.
103 Isomeris arborea Bladder Pod infrequent
104 Juncus mexicanus Mexican Rush infrequent
105 Juniperus californicus California Juniper frequent
106 Keckellia antirrhinoides Bush Penstemon, Yellow Penstemon
107 Krameria erecta  Little‐leaved Ratany occasional
108 Krameria grayii White Rhatany uncommon
109 Larrea (sp.) Creosote Bush frequent
110 Larrea tridentata Creosote Bush common
111 Layia glandulosa White Tidytips
112 Lepidium fremontii Desert Alyssum frequent
113 Lepidospartum (sp.) Desert Broom frequent
114 Lepidospartum squamatum Scale‐broom occasional
115 Linanthus (cf.) bigelovii  rare
116 Lomatium mohavense Mojave Wild Parsley infrequent
117 Lotus (sp.)  frequent
118 Lotus humistratus Hill Lotus
119 Lotus rigidus Rock‐pea infrequent
120 Lupinus sp. rare
121 Lycium andersonii Anderson Thornbush/Wolfberry frequent
122 Lycium Cooperi Cooper's Boxthorn infrequent
123 Lycium Sp. frequent
124 (cf.) Machaeranthera pinnatifida  ssp.goodingii  occasional
125 Malacothrix coulteri Snake's Head rare
126 Mentzelia albicaulis White‐stemmed blazing star
127 Mentzelia sp.
128 Mimulus aurantiacus Sticky Monkeyflower infrequent
129 Mirabilis bigelovii Wishbone Bush infrequent
130 Monardella robisonii Robison's Monardella Rare
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131 Muhlenbergia rigens Bunch Grass infrequent
132 (cf.) Muilla maritima Common Muilla rare
133 Nassella pulchra
134 Nicolletia occidentalis Hole‐in‐the‐sand Plant infrequent
135 Nicotiana obtusifolia Desert Tobacco
136 Nolina parryi  Parry's Nolina frequent
137 Opuntia basilaris Beavertail Cactus occasional
138 Opuntia echinocarpa Silver Cholla infrequent
139 Opuntia ramosissima Pencil Cholla infrequent
140 Pectis Papposa Chinch‐weed
141 Pellaea mucronata Bird's Foot Fern infrequent
142 Penstemon (sp.) Beardtongue infrequent
143 Pentagramma triangularis ssp.Triangularis Goldenback Fern frequent
144 Petalonyx thurberi Sandpaper Plant infrequent
145 Peucephyllum schottii Pygmy Cedar uncommon
146 Phacelia campanularia Desert Canterbury Bells rare
147 Phacelia distans Lace‐leaf Phacelia
148 Pholistoma membranaceum White Fiesta Flower rare
149 Phoradendron californicum Desert Mistletoe frequent
150 Phoradendron juniperinum Juniper Mistletoe rare
151 Phoradendron villosum Oak Mistletoe frequent
152 (cf.) Physalis crassifolia  Ground Gherry occasional
153 Pinus monophylla Pinyon Pine occasional
154 (cf.) Pleuraphis rigida Big Galleta Grass rare
155 Poa secunda Sandberg's Bluegrass rare
156 Porophyllum gracile Odora
157 Prunus fasciculata Desert Almond occasional
158 Psorothamnus arborescens Indigo Bush occasional
159 Purshia tridentata Antelope‐Bush occasional
160 Quercus (sp.) Scrub Oak
161 Quercus cornelius‐mulleri Muller's Oak
162 Quercus john‐tuckeri ** Tucker's Oak frequent
163 Rhus trilobata Skunkbush
164 Rumex hymenosepalus Wild Rhubarb infrequent
165 Salazaria mexicana Paperbag Bush frequent
166 Salix exigua Narrow‐ Leafed Willow occasional
167 Salvia (sp.)
168 Salvia columbariae Chia frequent
169 Salvia dorii Purple Sage occasional
170 Salvia mojavensis Mojave Sage infrequent
171 Senecio flaccidus var. douglassi Butterweed
172 Schismus (sp.) infrequent
173 Schismus barbatus frequent
174 Senna armata Desert Senna occasional



Bio-Blitz

Plants
Species List

175 Sphaeralcea ambigua Apricot Mallow frequent
176 Stanleya pinnata Prince's Plume occasional
177 Stephanomeria exigua Annual mitral rare
178 Stephanomeria pauciflora Wire Lettuce occasional
179 Stillingia linearifolia Narrow‐leaved stillingia
180 Stipa speciosa frequent
181 Syntrichopappus fremontii False wooly daisy
182 Tetradymai stenolepis Mojave Cottonthorn occasional
183 Viguiera parishii Parish's Goldeneye infrequent
184 Xylorhiza tortifolia Mojave Aster frequent
185 Yucca brevifolia Joshua Tree infrequent
186 Yucca schidigera Mojave Yucca frequent

cf=looks like; positive ID not posssible due to the condition of the plant
* Cuscuta‐either denticulata or indecora
** Quercus‐john‐tuckeri or Q. cornelius mulleri
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1 Bats ‐ Freetail‐Myotis? 20+
2 Black‐tailed Jackrabbit 1
3 Active Desert Wood Rat Nests 
4 Mule Deer Tracks 
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Name Count

1 California Towhee 7
2 Gambel's Quail 36
3 Scott's Oriole 5
4 House Finch  33
5 Western Scrub Jay 11
6 Black‐throated Sparrow 34+
7 Say's Phoebe 2
8 Cactus Wren 11
9 Northern Mockingbird 3
10 Orange‐crowned Warbler 1
11 Yellow‐rumped Warbler 1
12 Rock Wren 3
13 Bewick's Wren 7
14 Ash‐throated Flycatcher 6
15 Common Raven 12
16 White‐throated Swift 12
17 Phainopepla 17
18 Spotted Towhee 4
19 California Thrasher 4
20 Mourning Dove 13
21 Red‐tailed Hawk 4
22 Gray Flycatcher 1
23 Roadrunner 1
24 Canyon Wren 2
25 Eurasian Collared Dove 1
26 Lesser Goldfinch 2
27 Bushtit 1
28 White‐crowned Sparrow 3
29 Brewer's Sparrow 2
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NAME COUNT
1 Side‐blotched lizard 122+
2 Western Fence Lizard 20+
3 Common Chuckwalla 3
4 Desert Spiny Lizard 6
5 Western Whiptail 5
6 Great Basin Whiptail 5
7 Speckled Rattlesnake 1
8 Coast Horned Lizard 3
9 Desert Tortoise
10 Gopher Snake 1
11 Rattlesnake (species unknown) 3
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