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Desert Tortoise Expert 

WITH: Susan Sanders, Biologist 

SUBJECT: Desert Tortoise - Indirect Impacts 

I asked Dr. Karl for additional mformatlon regarding potential Impacts to desert tortoise 
.. 

associated with "fence-walking" and possible increased risk of predation from coyotes. This 
topic was addressed briefly on pages 26-27 of the revised Incidental Take Permit application 
that we received last week. 

Dr. Karl said that fence-walking typically occurs when a tortoise is moved out of its home 
range; often, it is when a tortoise is trying to return home. It may also occur when a tortoise is 
fenced out of part of its typical use area. While there have not been any quantitative scientific 
studies of this behavior of which she is aware, it has been observed with the Fort Irwin 
relocation, during the Hyundai test track translocation activities, with captive tortoises, and by 
other researchers. Based on her experience and conversatiQns with other researchers, Dr. 
Karl believed this behavior is short-lived and intermittent. 

Regarding the coyote predation on tortoise that are fencing walking, Dr. Karl said that coyotes 
can prey on tortoises any time they are outside their burrows, but that a spike in coyote 
predation is associated with a reduction in their preferred prey (which is not desert tortoise). In 
2008 there was an exceptionally high level of coyote predation because of 2007 drought 
conditions, exacerbated by a crash in rabbit and rodent numbers after a peak in 2005 and 
2006. 

Dr. Karl thought fence walking was very unlikely at Beacon because the plant site is not within 
the home range of any desert tortoise, given the lack of habitat and lack of records of any live 
tortoises within the plant site during the 2007/2008 surveys. 

I asked Dr. Karl about her recommendations if a tortoise was detected during the clearance 
surveys that would be conducted on the site prior to grading. She recommended that they be 
moved to the nearest suitable habitat outside the fence line. She would not even consider this 
a relocation because given the absence of habitat no tortoise would have their home range 
within the plant site; moving the tortoise would simply be returning a transient individual to 
their home range. Dr. Karl will ask Jenn Guigliano to send us the write-up she prepared 
describing her recommendations for moving tortoises found during clearance surveys. 
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1
 

mailto:docket@energy.state.ca.us
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were sent to all those identified on the Proof of Service list above. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
• 

Attachments 

2 

mailto:pUblicadviser@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:jbabula@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:esolorio@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:kcelli@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:Ibyron@energy.state.ca.us
mailto:KLdougla@energy.state.ca.us

