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SUBJECT,: 'c'omnie.n,ts ,on the Application forCertificatiori for 'the Orange Grove 
, ' F'owe'rPIC!nt project, California Energy Commission . \- .~ ..' . 

Dear Ms. Miller: 

The California Regional Water Quality Co'ntrol Board, San Diego Region (Regional 
Board) appreciates th'eopportunity' to commerit'on'the Application for Certificatlonfor 
the OrangEfGrove·Power Plant project. "",: ' • ',' 

d ' 

The Orange' Grove'-Power" Plant 'project propose's :gEl, megawatt 'electric generation ,'" . 
peaking facilityon'an approximately 8.5 acre' site~"/THErpr:Ojedwiil consist 6Hwo natural 
gas fired combustion turbine generators, e:t 0.3 uDde[9roundtransmission Iin.e pnd an 
approximately i4niile length of nafurar ~fas' pi~jeline: ", , " ., ,.' " ", 

The Regional Board:regl:Jlates the discharge of waste to protect the qualify of waters of 
the State;broadlydefined'as "thechemical, physical, biological, bacteriological, . 
radiological, and 6the"r pr6pertiesand characteristics of water which a'ffeets'its use", 
Generally, project proponents are required to,obtain a permit from the Regional Board if 
the project has any of the following discharges: 

Discharge Type 
, . 

.- Discharge of dredged or fill 
materials 

Types of ~ermits inv~lve~ 
~ '. .. 

- Clea~ W~ter Act (CWA),§4Q1 water 
quality certification for federal waters 
an<;Uor, Waste Discbarge Requirements for 
non-federal waters . 

~ , , -" . L!· 

• Wastewater discharges ' - CWA §402 National Pol.lu~ant..Discharge 
Elimination System permit." " -' . 
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Discharge Type Types of Permits involved 

• Storm water discharges 

• Other discharges 

- ,NPDES General Municipal Permit 

- NPDES Construction Storm Water 
General Permit 

- NPDES Industrial Storm Water General 
Permit 

- Waste Discharge Requirements or other 
permits for discharges that may affect 
groundwater quality and other waters. of 
the State,sLJchas·operation of proposed 
solid waste transfer facilities,and other 
proposed project activiti~s, 

..	 Addressing the protection of water resources and water quality at this stage in the 
project offers the most cost effective strategy for minimizing the impacts of po.llutants 
from on-site runoff to downstream surface waters and for reducing physical impacts to 
down slope streams and wetlands. Our review of the proposed project is limited to 
potential impC3cts to, surface wa~er quality.. The following comments include treatment 
criteria, and'a revi~w of regulatoryrequirements applicable to your project: 

1)	 Project Design and Low Impact Design techniques· 

a)	 Runoff from parking lots, roofs, and other impervious surfaces should be directed 
to the immediate landscape or it. should be directed to either retention basins j ' 

vegetated swales, bio-retention systems or filtration systems before entering the 
storm drain. 

b)	 Use recessed landscaping to create retention basins for the purpose of capturing 
runoff. 

c)	 Reduce the amount of area covered by impervious surface through the use of 
permeable pavement, pavers, or other pervious surfaces. 

d)	 Use landscaping that requires little or no irrigation. 

e)	 Maintain natural drainages and the pre-project hydrograph for the area. 

2)	 SUSMP Requirements 
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a).~s;\Rf:P~.Q,§~g,![htljl~)~l,Jl)j~~t:d.qq1;1ment,'the,Or,ar;lge,GrOye;R.0werc8Ialiltproject 
. §I1Rl,J,lq{(39JTJPly~yy,ith: tb~,)oc,at,St~nd("ard':l:Jrban,.storm'WaterMitigation;Plan 

(SUS.M8) and:other'J~qui(~mentsof the Ml!JnicipaLStorm",WateL permit..(R9-2007
OQO~J'! . '; !\.\l , .:;: ;' .I ',(, • ,. 

. ..,-' , 
'.1 <":._~",()"" ,'bt7,,>~~'~"~ I~ 

3)	 Construction Requirements 

a)	 Th~ tf.ppljqati.9nJor Geltification shoLJld list bestmanagement practices (BMPs) to 
J cqntrol.s~dir;nen~aDderosiQn during the construction phase of therproject 
Sediment is a pollutant q>f c.oncern during construction: The.Application for 
Certification should confirm that sediment and erosion control BMPs will be 
implemeq.tedduJing the construction phase of the project " 

" 

. ~', 

b)	 Beca\Jse this"projectdisturbs greater than one acre, it lliIust'be enrolled!under the 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Order No, 99-08-DWQ, of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NRDES) Generalj?er:rnit No. 
CAS000002, Waste'Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Storm Water 
RL/.nqff Assor;iate,dcwith COr;1struction Activity (SWRCBConstructipnBtmmWater 

i'p~·rrn;in.;;,;;" '" ';0. ; "'.	 . T' ".';;, '.;; .",:,>'?: 

.".,,,. .L~~:'-;t?~'iJ;-~·r"'{:'.';1.1.~:;·-~·~[,,(. ;.. ~~,; ..\,<_,.." ~r~ ~.,~';'~" .<'<!':"'. ", "/ ", ::~.: ' ~ - .<~~; :::-;:.. ,r 

c) The developmentqfa Storm vvater Pollution Preyention Plan (SWPPP) ,for 
con~tr4ctiQniPcti'viti~s:is req,uired Iper t~eSWRCB Construction Storm Water 

." "	 R.em;Jjt;::::liJJe, $:VM.R.gR,directs4he,ilTlpler;n~ntati0n:,and·mairltenanceoftBMps- .;, _. 
during con~trqction~to minimize,water.quality impacts. The Application"for , 
Certification should confirm that a SWPPP will be developed and implemented 
during construction. 

d) This project pr.,op,osesto use horizontal directional drilling to construct the gas' 
pipeline. One of the risks of horizontal directionaLdrilling is the inadvertent 
.rugtyre, 9f ml,Jd. anddrillil]glubriGant, to the sLJrfac~, commonly, known as a "frac-· 
out." The Application for Cerlificationshould include a frac-out contingency plan 
to minimize the potential of a frac-out as well as ensure an organized and timely 
response that would minimize the impact of a frac-out 

4)	 Water Course Alterations 

a)	 Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires any applicant for a federal license or 
permit to conduct any activity which may result in any,discharge-into the " 
navigable waters, to provide the licensing or permitting agency a certification 
from the State water pollution control agency having jurisdiction over the 
navigable waters at which the discharge originates or will originate, that any such· 
discharge will comply with water quality standards and implementation plans. 
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b) -If water courses 'are to be altered in any way, the project proponent must perform 
a wetland delineation in accordance with the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) delineation manual and arid west supplement,-and obtain'a 
Jurisdictional Determination (•.ID) from the USACE, in order to determine if the 
impacted water courses are considered Federal or non-Federal waters of the 
State. 

c)	 For projects that propose alterations or impacts to non-federal waters of the 
State, the discharger should apply for individual or general Waste Discharge 
Requirements, or waivers thereof, issued by the state. 

d)	 In any case, the project should avoid all impacts to water courses, minimize 
impacts that cannot be avoided, and mitigate for any remaining impacts in 
accordance with the State's "No-Net-Loss" policy (Executive Order W-59-93). 

5)	 Discharges to impaired water bodies 

a)	 If the project site is tributary to a 303(d)-listed impaired water body, the project 
should implement appropriate BMPs to ensure compliance with the impaired 
water body's total maximum daily load for the identified pollutants. 

The above' comments do 'not con'stitutei"approval of your projectr;or are they intended 
as a cmnplete list of regulatory requirements. The above comments are intended as 
suggestions for the'protection of surface water quality although adherence to some 
suggestions may in fact be required. 

If you would like clarification on any of our comments or if we may be of further 
assistance, please contact Chiara Clemente, at (858) 467-2359 or email 
CClemente@waterboards,ca.gov. 

Respectfully, 

---Chiara Clemente 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Central Watershed Protection Unit 
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