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Dear Docket Office: 

Southern California Edison Company appreciates the opportunity to submit COMMEhTS OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDlSON COMPANY (U 338-E) FOR STAFF WORKSHOP ON 
RENEWABLE ENERGY "FEED-IN" TARIFFS to the Renewable Energy "Feed-In" Tariffs 
Workshop held June 30,2008. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (626) 302-6210. 

Very truly yours, 

I S /  Joni Templeton 
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P.O. Box 800 2244 Walnut Grove Ave. Rosemead, California 91770 (626) 302-62 10 Fax (626) 302-1935 
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programs are allowed to gain experience with actual projects, it will be appropriate to reconsider 

this issue. 

5. 	 Are Feed-In-Tariffs Supported Bv The Same Guiding Principles Used To 

Develop the Same RPS Procurement Process? 

A feed-in tariff does not operate under the same principle used to develop the RPS 

procurement process. A feed-in tariff does not allow for the market to compete in terms of 

pricing, technology, and development. The RPS procurement process requires the utilities to 

conduct annual competitive solicitations and to select renewables resources based on criteria for 

the rank ordering and selection of least-cost, best-fit resources.2 Each year the investor-owned 

utilities ("IOU") submit a procurement plan and detailed description of the methodology to 

evaluate project proposals. Public comments are made on this methodology and following 

approval by the CPUC, the IOUs initiate the RPS solicitation. Development of any feed-in tariff 

eliminates the competitive procurement process entirely and instead imposes a mandatory 

purchase obligation for the IOUs to take any and all types of renewable generation regardless of 

the least-cost, best-fit analysis. 

6. 	 Can Feed-In Tariffs Be Designed To Bring Down Costs Over Time And 

Limit Rate~aver Exposure? 

It is premature to attempt to predict what effect, if any, a feed-in tariff program will have 

on the cost of renewable energy. After electrical corporations with current tariffs/standard 

contract programs are allowed to gain experience with actual projects, it will be appropriate to 

reconsider this issue. 

1Least-cost best-fit criteria are developed in D.04-07-029. 



B. What Are The Key Feed-In-Tariff Design Issues? 

Before considering a feed-in tariff for larger generators. the goals and objectives should 

be clearly defined. An increase in the size of eligible projects will not address the significant 

problems regarding grid infrastructure or existing transmission constraints within the state that 

hamper access to renewable generation resources. An expanded program will not accelerate the 

interconnection process or reduce the lengthy procedures for siting, permitting and building new 

transmission. Resolution of such issues is critical to the success of the RPS program. 

1. How Should Feed-In Tariffs Be Designed To Effectively Su~port  California's 

RPS Proprams And RETI? 

SCE urges the Energy Commission to assist and encourage electrical corporations to 

develop voluntary programs that both meet their business objectives and address particular 

market needs. For example, as set forth in the Notice, SCE voluntarily created its Standard 

Biomass Program to help smaller biomass facilities contribute to California's renewable energy 

program in the absence of a program to meet that market need. Through this program, biomass 

generating facilities of 20 MW or less can already apply for contract terms of up to 20 years. 

Encouraging electrical corporations to continue developing this type of voluntary program would 

allow the Energy Commission and the CPUC to expend its efforts on larger, more urgent issues 

associated with transmission development in California. 

2. Should Feed-In Tariffs Be Differentiated Bv Selected Technolopies Or Size? 

Feed-in tariffs can be differentiated to meet the stated objectives once they are clearly 

defined. Feed-in tariffs in Spain and Germany are designed with several goals in mind, 

including development of specific technologies, emerging technologies and to encourage growth 

and construction in specific geographic locations. In California, should any tariffs be developed, 

they must be differentiated based on size with different performance standards. If a feed-in tariff 

is designed for a specific technology, the grid impacts should be considered. For exanlple, 


















