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NOTICE OF STAFF WOlRKSHOP 

Notice of Staff Workshop on Transmission Issues for 
33 Percent Renewables by 2020 

In support of the 2008 lntegrated Energy Policy Report Update (2008 IEPR Update), the 
California Energy Commission staff will conduct a workshop to discuss electric 
transmission-related initiatives and processes underway to s~~pport a minimuirn of 33 
percent renewables by 2020. The lntegrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR) Committee 
with Commissioner Jeffrey Byron as Presiding Member and Chairman Jackalyne 
Pfar~nenstielas Associate Member oversees this work. While this is a staff wc:)rkshop, 
commissioners from the Energy Commission may attend and participate in this 
workshop. In addition, commissioners and staff from the California Public Utilities 
Commission may also attend and participate. 

The workshop will be held: 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23,2008 

9:30 a.m. 


CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 

1516 Ninth Street 


First Floor, Hearing Room A 

Sacramento, Califomia 

(Wheelchair Accessible) 

Audio from this meeting will be broadcast over the Internet. 

For details, please go to: 


www.enerav.ca.qov/webcast/ 


To participate in the meeting by phone, 

please call 888-566-5914 by 9:30 a.m. 


Passcode: IEPR Call Leader: Suzanne Korosec 




PLEASE NOTE: If you are planning to attend this meeting, please be aware that there 
may be traffic congestion and delays due to repair work on Interstate 5 in the downtown 
Sacramento area. Information on road closures and alternate routes is available at 
htt~://www.fixi5.com/ , or call 51 1 to receive information in English and Spanish. 

Purpose 
The purpose of this workshop is to seek comment on the sufficiency of existing 
initiatives in removing the major transmission barriers associated with higher levels of 
renewables penetration. These initiatives include, for example, California's Renewable 
Energy Transmission Initiative, the U.S. Department of Energy's and Bureau of Land 
Management's Solar Energy Development Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement, the Western Governors' Association Western Renewable Energy Zones 
effort, and the California lndependent System Operator's generation intercon~nection 
queue reform effort. 

The workshop will begin with a staff presentation that provides an overview of major 
transmission issues and recommendations from the Energy Commission's 2007 
Strategic Transmission Investment Plan (2007 STIP), followed by a status update on 
major initiatives underway to address transmission barriers to higher levels of' 
renewables penetration. An Energy Commission contractor will then present [:he results 
of its scoping level study on strategic transmission, operations, and reliability issues 
associated with renewable resource integration. (Note: The project report summarizing 
the work will be posted on the Energy Commission's website prior to the work.shop.) In 
addition, the California lndependent System Operator will describe the results of its 
preliminary transmission plans for meeting higher renewables penetration, ormiginally 
presented at the June 18, 2008 Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative Stakeholder 
Steering Committee meeting (see the Energy Commission's website for the June 18 
presentation at: 
http://www.enerqv.ca.qov/reti/steerina/2008-06-18 meetinql2008-06- 
18 CAlSO Preliminaty Transmission Plans.pdf 

Following these presentations, there will be a roundtable discussion with app~ioximately 
15 to 20 stakeholders representing diverse perspectives on whether existing initiatives 
designed to remove the mqjor transmission barriers associated with higher lerrels of 
renewables penetration are sufficient, and collectively whether they are complementary 
or incompatible. The public will also have the opportunity to comment on any of the 
workshop topics. 

This workshop is the second of three staff workshops planned to address these topics. 
The first workshop on July 21 will discuss several topics associated with higher levels of 
renewables penetration, including the following: definition of the 33 percent renewables 
target; comparison of resource mix scenarios; impact of contract delays or 
cancellations; potential wholesale and retail price impacts; operational and physical 
changes needed to integrate renewables while maintaining reliability; potential impacts 
on natural gas supplies and prices; and general environmental concerns associated 
with the development of large-scale renewable generation. The third workshol:~ on July 

http://www.enerqv.ca.qov/reti/steerina/2008-06-18





