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Subject: AVENAL ENERGY PROJECT (08-AFC-1) STATUS REPORT 1 

Following is Status Report # I  for the proposed Avenal Energy project. 

Current Issues and Activities for Resolution 
Staff has encountered the following issues during the discovery and analysis phases of the 
Application for Certification (AFC) for the proposed Avenal Energy project: 

On June 10, 2008 Avenal Power Center LLC (applicant), filed objections to data 
requests# I6  (modifications made to the Gates Substation), #53 (use (ofneighboring 
agricultural wells as a back-up water supply), and #66, 67, and 68 (environmental 
assessment of demolition and disposal of farm office and storage area). On June 20, 
2008 the applicant provided responsesto the remaini~gdata requests. After reviewing 
information exchanged at the July I,2008 Data Response and Issues Resolution 
Workshop and supplemental information provided by the applicant, staff has determined 
that the following data requests require further action: 

o Data Requests #5 and #6 (Air Quality): Staff will consult with the local air quality 
district regarding emission rates during excursions and rapid load changes. 

o Data Request #7 (Biological Resources): Staff will continue discussions with the 
California Department of Fish and Game and the United States Fislh and Wildlife 
Service regarding the placement of setbacks and fences. 

o Data Request # I0  (Biological Resources): Other than burrowing o\~ ls ,the applicant 
did not provide a descriptionof impact avoidance measuresfor potentially impacted 
species, however, applicant understandsthat staffs recommended mitigation 
measures will include avoidance measuresfor other listed species. 

o Data Request #25 (Soils and Water Resources): At the July I,2008 workshop the 
applicant agreed to provide a 100 year flood boundary grading plan. 

o Data Request #53 (Soils and Water Resources): Staff will contact \Vestlands Water 
District to confirm whether the wells are available for use by the aplplicant (see 
Agency Comments below for additional information). 
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o Data Request #56, #57, and #58 (Transmissions System Engineering): Staff will 
review the system impact study when it becomes available. This is a critical piece of 
information which staff will need to determine the project's potential impact on 
downstream transrr~ission facilities and the related environmental impacts if any 
downstream facilities require upgrading. Staff will need this document to complete 
the Final Staff Assessment. 

o Data Requests #66, #67, and #68 (Waste Management): The applicant has advised 
staff that the structures referred to in these data requests will not be! demolished. 
However, the Applicant has not provided any assessment of the soils that might be 
disturbed during construction of the transmission and natural gas lines. Staff will 
need such information in order to complete its analysis of potential project impacts 
and such information has been provided in previous projects. Therefore, is currently 
considering how best to obtain this information. 

Agency Comments 
Westlands Water District submitted comments, dated May 29, 2008, regarding the use 
of well and groundwater for non-agricultural purposes and the need for the applicant to 
obtain Westland's approval before identifying well water as a back-up water supply. At 
the July 1 Data Response and Issues Resolution Workshop the applicant indicated that 
Westlands has not responded to its request for documentation supporti~ig its contention 
that Westlands has ownership of the wells and that its Board of Directors must approve 
any use of the water for the power plant. Staff will contact Westlands to request 
documentation confirming the ownership of the well(s). 

The California Department of Fish and Game submitted comments, dated 
May 27, 2008, regarding potential mitigation measures for the loss of S\vainson's hawk 
and San Joaquin kit fox habitat, and issues related to the disturbance of burrowing owls 
and tri-colored blackbirds. 

The California Department of Conservation submitted written comments:, dated 
April 4, 2008, requesting an analysis of the proposed impact of Avenal E!nergy on 
agricultural land, including lands under Williamson Act contract.. 

Schedule 
Other than the need for receipt of the data requests identified above, no other issues are 

anticipated to adversely impact the Siting Committee's proposed schedule. The following table 
summarizes the current committee schedule: 

Avenal Energy Siting Committee Schedule 

1 Date 1 Event 1 - - - - / April 16,2008 1 AFC data adequate - x I r z l  
(08-AFC-1) Avenal Energy project Status Report 1 - J1.1ly 3, 2008 








