
CONFERENCE CALL AGENDA 
BEACON SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT 

(08-AFC-02) 
MONDAY, JUNE 9,2008 (1:OO p.m. to 2:00 p.m.) 

Call-#: 800-988-0490 Passcode #: 46750 
Call Leader: Bill Pfanner 

Conference Call Objectives: 
To get advice from USFWS and CDFG on: 

the necessary elements of raven monitoringlcontrolplan, and 
recommendationsfor evaporation pond design to minimize raven and 
migratory bird use. 

Agenda 

1. Introductions 

2. Raven monitoringlcontrol plan 
Objectives of raven monitoring 
Objectives of raven control 
Level of specificity needed in applicant's plan? 

3. Evaporation pond rnonitoringlremediation plan 
Recommendationson pond design to minimize migratory bird use 
Objectives of bird uselwater quality monitoring 
Objectives of bird use control planlremediation 
Level of specificity needed in applicant's plan? 

4. Next steps? 



CONFERENCE CALL MEETING NOTES 
BEACON SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT 

(08-AFC-02) 
MONDAY, JUNE 9,2008 (1:OO p.m. to 2:20 p.m.) 

Conference Call Objectives 

Participants 

To get advice from USFWS and CDFG on the necessary elements of a raven 
monitoring/control plan, to discuss recommendations for evaporation pond 

design to minimize raven and migratory bird use, and to discuss water quality 
and bird use monitoring at the evaporation ponds. 

Name 
Babula, Jared 
Blackford, Ashleigh 
Cordonnier, Laurel 
Koss, Rachael 
Foster, Jared 
Gulesserian, Tanya 
Head, Sara 
Hohman, Judy 
Karl, Alice 
McCormick, Kim 
Palo, Gary 
Pfanner, Bill 
Quon, Lyndon 
Sanders, Susan 
Stein, Kenny 
Tenneboe, Annette 
Ward, Misa 
York, Rick 

Introductory Remarks 

v 
AffiliationlRole on Project 
CECILegal 
USFWSIRaven mgmt expert 
CECIBiologist 2 
California Unions for Reliable Energy 
WorleyParsonsIBeacon Solar project engineers 
California Unions for Reliable Energy 
ENSR Project Manager 
USFWS 
Desert tortoise expert 
20811CESA permitting consultant 
Beacon SolarIProject Director 
CECIProject Manager 
EDAWISupervising biologist 
CECI Biologist 
Beacon SolarlEnvironmental Manager - 
CDFGICESA-CEQA review Kern Co. 
CECIBiologist 
CECISupervising biologist 

Bill clarified that today's call will not address project-specific details which are 
more appropriately reserved for a public workshop. The objectives of this 
conference call will be to identify the objectives of the raven monitoring/control 
plan and an evaporation pond monitoring program, and get some suggestions 
from resource agencies as to necessary elements of these plans. Susan 
reiterated Bill's points about the intent of the conference, noting that at the! end of 
the call the applicant should have a clear idea about resource agency 
expectations on the objectives and level of detail needed in their 
monitoring/control plans. 

Kenny noted that in the past, using the Application for Certification (AFC) 
process, many of the details in the Califorr~ia Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG) permits are worked out after the California Energy Comrr~ission (CEC) 
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Annette wanted to see some bird use monitoring at the ponds during operations. 
Judy agreed, and both also wanted to see water quality monitoring. Alice said, 
based on her involvement at the Blythe Energy Project that focused on nesting 
birds, that monitoring needs to include at least the nesting and migratory 
seasons. Lyndon said they have some pre-project bird use data, but didn't know 
how useful it would be to collect additional pre-project monitoring data for a 
baseline. 

Kenny agreed that pre-permitting bird monitoring data would not be of much use, 
and pointed out that this is different than the raven issue because there is not the 
desert tortoise endangered species nexus. They will be addressing migratory 
bird issues as part of the CEC permitting process, with USFWS and CDFG input, 
but it will not be addressed in the ITP or HCP process. Annette agreed with that. 

Susan asked about potential impacts to snowy plovers because they have been 
recorded nesting at nearby Koehn Lake. Ashleigh had recently conducted 
surveys in that area and found they are absent this year. They are highly 
dependent on water levels in the lake. Alice asked if the water quality in Koehn 
Lake was known. Ashleigh said that the snowy plovers feed on brine flies, and 
may be more tolerant of high salinity levels than some of the waterfowl species. 

Next Steps 

Kenny said they will develop a draft raven baseline monitoring plan soon, and will 
circulate that to USFWS, CDFG and CEC for review and discussion. 

Bill said we have adopted a somewhat unusual process on this early analysis of 
mitigation measures like the raven monitoring plan. We are trying to anticipate 
issues and develop solutions early in the process. Bill thought it would be 
productive to publically notice future calls to provide opportunities for all 
interested parties to participate. 'That way we could address substantive issues in 
the most transparent way possible, with maximum public involvement. If there is 
a lot of public interest, the CEC likely will shift the forum to a workshop rather 
than a conference call. Jared Babula added that the advantage of this upfront 
approach is that everyone has opportunities to participate in and resolve 
potentially significant issues early in the process. 

Kenny said that Beacon has no problem wi'th that approach, and agreed it was 
more productive to get many of the technical details worked out in advance. 
Gary added that Beacon Solar supports whatever the resource agencies and 
CEC think is an appropriate approach. 

Susan said that another important pending issue was the re-routing of the desert 
wash, and that another conference call might be useful to discuss those issues. 
Gary also supported that approach, and Kenny said that they are working hard 
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