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Dear Commissioners 
On behalf of my client, the California Biomass Energy, I respectfully submit the 

following suggested changes to the Existing Account Guidebook (adopted at March 14, 
2007) which are consistent with the comments of the existing biomass and solar thermal 
industries over the past year and a half. 

1. Restore and include in the Guidebook a set target vrice(s) and cap(s) for which 
facilities would clualifi. Previously these had been deleted fiom the Guidebook in order 
to avoid having to change the Guidebook every time economic conditions prompted they 
be changed. Agreeing on and putting in print a set, available incentive that takes into 
account the number of potentially eligible facilities and the availability of funds designed 
to protect the renewable base in California would give these facilities an up fiont, clear 
picture on how much assistance is available to support them in staying on-line and 
generating as much as maximum feasibly possible. This clarity and assurity has been 
absent fiom the program for the last year and a half. The uncertainty of an award or the 
amount forced some plants last year to put off investments and even curtail operations. 

Setting a target price or set of target prices, depending on a facility's contract, 
would also ensure the goals of the program outlined in PRC 25742 are met. First, by 
making certain the facilities stay on-line using this incentive method, this program is de 
facto securing for the state "the environmental, economic, and reliability benefits that 
continued operation of those facilities will provide during the 2007 -201 1 investment 
cycle." As you know when it comes to protecting and improving California's 
environment, biomass technology is leading the way. By preventing open-field burning 
of 1.5 million tons of agricultural waste each year, biomass plants cut criteria pollutants 
up to 98%. Biomass plants actually reduce GHG emissions by diverting waste from high 
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