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June 16,2008 

California Iine;gy Commission 
Dockets Office, MS-4 
Re: Docket No. 02-REN-1038 
15 16 Ninth Street 
Sacraento, CA 95 8 14-5 5 12 

Dear Commissioners: 

Sunray Energy, Inc. ("Sunray") is the owner and operator of two Solar Electric Generating 

Systems ("SEGS") located in Daggett, California, and provides 44 megawatts of parabolic trough solar 

thermal electric capacity to the California market. The SEGS I and I1 facilities have provided reliable 

and environmentally beneficial electric generation to Southern Califomia residents for over two 

decades. Building and maintaining solar facilities that represent the gold standard in solar technology 

is extremely expensive - the SEGS 1 and I1 plants cost over $150 million to construct in 1985186 and 

would cost substantially more today. As a consequence, the incentive payments provided by the 

Commission play an important role in keeping these two facilities on-line and providing contributions 

to the State's energy needs. 

Sunray participated in the June 12,2008 workshop and various teleconferences prior to that 

date related to the proposed guideline revisions for the Existing Renewable Facilities Program. Staff 

put together an excellent summary of the four (4) options that are currently being considered. During 

the staff workshop on June 12", the California Biomass Energy Alliance ("CBEA") proposed a 

modification to Option 2 and the modification was subsequently called Option 5. Option 5 is the same 

as Option 2; however, the participants would agree that payments to the orphan facilities (the biomass 

orphans and Sunray) would not be curtailed/reduced if the program was running low on funds. The 

exact methodology of how this would work will be provided in written comments from the California 

Biomass Energy Alliance ("CBEA"). 

During the workshop, Sunray stated that it supported Option 1 and that it was willing to support 

Option 5 as long as Option 5 was modified so that the SEGS 1 and 11 facilities would'receive a 2 










